“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking questions. And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers.”

- Luke 2:46-47
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OUR CHURCH AT WORSHIP

December 29, 2024 8:30 and 10 a.m.

As we gather we hope you will visit quietly with friends.
Please silence cell phones.

*Standing - if comfortable

PRELUDE “Prelude and Fugue in E-Flat Major” — J. S. Bach Althea Waites
*CALL TO WORSHIP adapted from Psalm 148
Leader: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights!
People: Praise the Lord all angels, and all the starry host!
Leader: Kings of the earth and all peoples, men and women alike, young and old together!
People: Let us praise the name of the Lord, whose glory is above earth and heaven.

*HYMN “There’s a Song in the Air”

There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
For the manger in Bethlehem cradles a King!

There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth,
For the virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,

For the manger in Bethlehem cradles a King!

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song
That comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,
And we greet in his cradle our Savior and King!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RENEWAL

Unison: God of love, have mercy upon us as we make our confession. The year you have
given us is soon spent, and we remember our intention to see each new day as your
gift. Opportunities for love and service have slipped away. Still we long to make a
difference. Forgive failures and rekindle in our hearts the desire to grow in your
love. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty,
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

#249

Suellen Fung



THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Welcome pads are at the seats closest to the center aisle. Please share your name and
any helpful information and pass down the row. Afterward please return to the aisle seat.

THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
The children are invited to gather in front of the steps for a brief sermon and prayer.
Afterward, they may leave for Sunday School or stay for the rest of the service.

ANTHEM “O Holy Night” — Adolphe Adam Abigail Whitman
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Kathy Platnick

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
OFFERTORY Althea Waites

*DOXOLOGY #95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures, here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Suellen Fung
Luke 2:41-52 Jesus, Mary & Joseph visit Jerusalem  p. 72, New Testament

SERMON “No Child Left Behind” Jonathan Chute

*HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” #250

Once in Royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

*BENEDICTION & CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
There’s a Spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere:
Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world.

POSTLUDE “Festive March” — Flor Peeters Althea Waites



Important year-end note! To have your gifts count toward 2024 please be sure they are
received or postmarked by December 31. Thank you for your generosity as we bring this

remarkable year to a strong finish.

New to the Church?

We are grateful that we can worship together. Please use
our digital welcome pad by opening the QR code. Thank you!
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