“My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples. ”

- Luke 2:30
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OUR CHURCH AT WORSHIP

December 31, 2023 8:30 & 10 a.m.

As we gather we hope you will visit quietly with friends.
Please silence cell phones.

*Standing - if comfortable

PRELUDE “French Suite in G Major” —J. S. Bach Althea Waites

*CALL TO WORSHIP from Isaiah 61:10-62:1
Leader: Let us rejoice in the Lord.
People: We exult in God’s presence!
Leader: God has clothed us in garments of salvation.
People: We will praise God and not keep silent.

*HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” vs 1,2 & 3 #220
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RENEWAL
Unison: Eternal God, by the birth of Jesus Christ you gave yourself to the world. Grant
that, being born in our hearts, he may save us from all our misdirected ways and
restore within us the image and likeness of our Creator. To you be everlasting praise
and glory. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Claire McCurry

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #242
Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas;
Star and angels gave the sign.

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Welcome pads are at the seats closest to the center aisle. Please share your name and
other helpful information and pass down the row. Afterward please return to the aisle seat.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM (10:00 a.m.)

Congregational Response: With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live
according to the example of Christ. We will surround you with a community of love
and forgiveness, that you may grow in God, and be found faithful in your service to
others. We will pray for you, that you may be a true disciple who walks in the way
that leads to life.



THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
The children are invited to gather in front of the steps for a brief sermon and prayer.
Afterward they may leave for Sunday School or stay for the rest of the service.

ANTHEM “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion” — G. F. Handel  Althea Waites
Soprano Abigail Whitman

STORY “The Silver Whistle” — Ann Thempert told by April Herron

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION April Herron

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
OFFERTORY Althea Waites

*DOXOLOGY #95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures, here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Claire McCurry
Luke 2:22-40  Jesus is recognized by Simeon and Anna  Pg. 71, New Testament
SUNG RESPONSE #235

Rock-a-bye, my dear little boy, dear little boy,
Wonder of wonders, my blessing and joy;
Slumber as I gently hold you, let my tender love enfold you;
Gift of God to me and the world,

Here in my arms lies so peacefully curled.

STORY “Being Mary” — Marina Endicott read by Jonathan Chute

HYMN “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”vs 1 & 3 #251
(Refrain) Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

(Refrain)

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

(Refrain)

*BENEDICTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
There’s a Spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere:
Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world.

POSTLUDE “Festive March” — Flor Peeters Althea Waites



We celebrate the baptism of Walter Ji-Sung Gromski, son of Anna and Jason, and younger
brother of Marigold. We join with their family and friends as we celebrate God’s grace on this
special day.

New to the Church?
We are grateful that we can worship together. Please use
our digital welcome pad by opening the QR code. Thank you!
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