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OUR CHURCH AT WORSHIP
December 19, 2021

Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:30 and 10 a.m.

As we gather please silence cell phones.
*Standing - if comfortable
“Sonata in A-Flat Major” Op. 26 – Beethoven

PRELUDE

Althea Waites

*CALL TO WORSHIP
adapted from Luke 1:47-55
Leader: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
People: For God has looked with favor on a humble servant.
Leader: The Lord scatters the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
People: The Lord brings down mighty rulers, but lifts up the lowly.
God fills the hungry with good things.
*HYMN #230

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Everyone
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RENEWAL
Unison: Loving God, you come to us with news of hope and joy, but we may not know
how to receive it. You promise to renew the world in your love, but we wonder what
changes you might ask of us. You reach out to us with compassion, but we cling to
our fears. Help us, like Mary, to carry the hope you have planted in our hearts, so
that others can see and know the promise of your grace. In the name of Christ we
pray. Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Brent Howell (8:30)
Chris Yamasaki (10:00)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
If this is your first time to worship with RHUMC, feel free to let us know.
Open the QR code on the back of the bulletin with your smart phone.
You can share with us contact information or a helpful note.

THE WORD FOR CHILDREN – Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle
The children are invited to gather in front of the steps for a brief sermon and prayer.
Afterward, they may leave for Sunday School or stay for the rest of the service.
A candle is burning, a candle of love.
A candle to point us to heaven above.
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,
For Jesus is bringing God’s love to the earth.
ANTHEM

“My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord”

Chancel Choir

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

April Herron

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
OFFERTORY

Althea Waites

*DOXOLOGY #95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures, here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Luke 1:39-47
SERMON
*HYMN #240

Elizabeth welcomes Mary
“Nobody Knows”

Everyone

Brent Howell (8:30)
Chris Yamasaki (10:00)
Jonathan Chute

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Everyone
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity;
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

*BENEDICTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
There’s a Spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere:
Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world.
POSTLUDE

“Prelude and Fugue in F Major” – J. S. Bach

Althea Waites

Important year-end note! To have your gifts count toward 2021 please be sure they are
received or postmarked by December 31. Thank you for your generosity as we bring this
remarkable year to a strong finish.

New to the Church?
We are grateful that we can worship together.
Please use our digital welcome pad by
opening the QR code. Thank you!
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