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• South Bay Homeless Stats
• Faces of Homelessness: Debunking Myths
• South Bay/Beach Cities Homelessness Programs
• Engagement ideas embraced by the Faith Community
• Q&A

Overview
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Homelessness in the South Bay 
in PV, Redondo Beach, 
Torrance, San Pedro
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Homeless Encampment 
4 miles from RHUMC
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• Per 2020 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count, 
homelessness increased 13% across LA County in one 
year to 66,433

• In South Bay: it rose to 4,560 (+3%)
Communities in and around PV had

937 Unsheltered Homeless

South Bay Homelessness

City 2020 Total 
Unsheltered

Breakdown: 
Living on the 

Streets

Breakdown:
Living in Vehicles

Palos Verdes 0 0 0
Redondo Beach 177 73 104
Torrance 270 75 195
San Pedro 490 264 226 5

5-Yr Combined Trend for these 
Four Communities

• San Pedro has highest number of 
unsheltered in this grouping, but its. 
numbers each year fairly consistent

• Torrance’s homelessness has risen 
dramatically past two years, driving 
much of this increase.
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Homelessness Mythbusters
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FACTS
• Many people experiencing homelessness, especially those living in vehicles, 

have full-time jobs but just do not earn enough to pay for the high cost of 
housing in LA.  According to recent Homeless Counts, about 60% of newly 
homeless individuals site economic hardship for the reason they are 
without a roof over their heads.

• Others have difficulty finding employment, such as those with disabling 
conditions or with a criminal record.  A lack of a permanent address, 
inconsistent access to showers and transportation challenges add extra 
barriers toward seeking employment. People of color often find it more 
difficult to find sustainable employment because of individual prejudice and 
hidden racism.  

Myth: “People experiencing homelessness 
are just lazy and need to get a job.”
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Facts:
• Based on the Homeless Counts, consistently about 25-30% 

of the those experiencing homelessness have a severe 
mental illness.  About 30% have a substance use disorder.

• Many experiencing homelessness self-medicate with drugs 
or alcohol as a coping mechanism for living on the streets, 
with research showing substance use is more likely to be a 
result of homelessness, rather than a cause.

Myth: “All homeless people have a 
mental illness or are on drugs.”
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Facts
• The annual Los Angeles Homeless Counts consistently show 

that LA is home to the vast majority of those experiencing 
homelessness within the county:

• About 80% of unsheltered Angelenos have been here for 
more than 5 years

• About 70% have been in LA over 10 years

Myth: “Most people experiencing 
homelessness are from out of town and 

come here for our great weather.”

10



8/12/2020

6

Facts:  
DV is an extremely complicated problem with victims often feeling trapped in the 
relationship. The Homeless Count shows a consistent rate of about 35% of those homeless 
have some history of domestic violence.  The rate among women is higher at 53%. A few 
reasons victims often return to their abusers include:
• Fear of what will happen if they decide to leave
• Believing Abuse is Normal if they grew in a home where abuse was common
• Embarrassment or Shame for how their friends and family will judge them
• Low Self-Esteem they feel when the abusive partner constantly puts them down, making 

it can be easy for the victim to believe those statements and think that the abuse is their 
fault

• Love that victims often feel for their abuser
• Cultural/Religious Reasons that define traditional gender roles that may influence them 

to stay
• Language Barriers/Immigration Status causing deportation fears and the inability to 

express the depth of their situation to others
• Lack of Money/Resources  making the victim financially dependent on their abusive 

partner. Without money, access to resources or even a place to go, it can seem impossible 
for them to leave the relationship especially if children are involved.

Myth: “People experiencing domestic violence (DV) 
just need to leave their abusers and then they’ll be ok.”
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Facts
• The good news is we do know how to end homelessness.  Using 

a proven method called “Housing First,” we know through 
several national studies that getting people into stable housing 
without preconditions and then following up with supportive 
services and treatment provides successful long-lasting 
solutions.  

• The primary challenge in ending homelessness in LA County is 
the severe lack of affordable housing, making it difficult to find 
units for rent.

Myth: “We don’t know how to end homelessness”
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• General Demographics
• Living in a vehicle: 25%
• Over 55 years old: 24%
• Are women: 33%
• Families with minor 

aged children: 19%

South Bay Homelessness:
Dispelling Misconceptions

• Debunking Stereotypes
• Are chronically homeless: 

45%
• Have a severe mental 

illness: 20%
• Have a substance use 

disorder: 35%
• Have a physical disability: 

24%
13

• High percentage of middle-aged individuals
• Despite visible signs (e.g., in tents), most are hidden

• Troubling trend of more seniors falling into 
homelessness
• “50 [year old] is the new 75” in terms of physical 

effects of living on the streets

• Most call South Bay “home”

Quick Facts About South Bay Homeless
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• Severe lack of affordable housing
• Economic factors: wages not keeping pace w/rising rents
• Poverty
• Systemic racism, especially in the housing sector (e.g., “redlining”)
• Individuals with Implicit bias, such as landlords, lenders, others
• Gender, age, sexual discrimination
• Changes or cuts in public assistance programs
• Gentrification that causes a sudden and drastic increase in local housing 

costs

There Are Many Causes for Homelessness, 
Including Societal Influences

In order to tackle homelessness, it’s important to understand the 
broader reasons contributing to it so over time 

policy makers can make changes that address them.
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• Low income, including 
having a fixed income; 
loss of income

• Domestic Violence
• Human Trafficking
• Physical or Mental Health 

Challenges
• Substance Use

Personal Factors Causing Homelessness 
(partial list)

People become homeless for a myriad of reasons that are not a result of 
personal choice but rather from personal circumstance.

Each person has a unique combination of experiences and vulnerabilities.

• “Aged out” of foster care
• Sexual orientation 

causing family conflict
• Unresolved trauma, 

including Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome

• Prison or jail release
• Immigration status
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Publicly Funded South Bay 
Homeless Programs
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• 10-year quarter-cent sales tax: ~$355M each year
• Funds homeless “services” (not “brick and mortar”) 
• Key strategies geographically funded per annual 

Homeless Count
• Service Planning Area 8/South Bay received:

• FY 2017-18: $12,608,406
• FY 2018-19: $19,425,001
• FY 2019-20: $21,947,074

LA County Measure H 
Quick Refresher
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Coordinated Entry System (CES): 
County’s Homeless Services Backbone 
• CES is all about moving people into housing and 

working with them to ensure their stability so they do 
not become homeless again

• Primary services: 
 Prevention
 Street Outreach
 Interim Housing
 Mental Health Programs
 Substance Use Programs
 Permanent Housing 

 Housing Stability Case Mgmt
 “Shallow Subsidies”
 Legal Services
 Employment Services
 Benefits Enrollment
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Engagement Opportunities
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Engagement Opportunities for Everyone

1. Pray for those who are homeless and those who serve them
2. Think “local neighborhoods” with your efforts.  There are 

people experiencing homelessness in our immediate 
communities.  Areas like Skid Row Downtown already have an 
abundance of resources.

3. Donate food, clothing, household goods, furniture, “Welcome 
Home” kits to local homeless service providers.

4. Use LA-HOP.org to anonymously report people in need, 
triggering an homeless street outreach team to reach out to 
them.
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Engagement Ideas: 
Relational Opportunities

1. Greet people on the street: smile and say “Hi”, offering them dignity and respect

2. Listen to their stories at food programs to understand their hardships and move 
beyond stereotypes 

3. Volunteer at local non-profits, food pantries, service centers 

4. Teach life skills classes (examples: budgeting, balancing a checkbook)

5. Tutor school aged children living in shelter through “School on Wheels”

6. Support Family Promise of the South Bay, aiding working families without a home

7. Provide free laundry service through “Laundry Love”

8. Rent a spare bedroom to a senior at-risk of homelessness because of rising rents
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RHUMC Collection Drive 
For Those Experiencing 

Homelessness
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The newly housed
• Supplies for "Welcome Home" kits: kitchenware, bedding, 

cleaning supplies. See Cornerstone for list of needed items.

Those still on the streets
• Donate new socks, underwear and feminine hygiene items.

Cash donations are welcome.
They can help us fill in supplies where needed.

We Are Focusing Our Efforts 
On Two Groups In Need
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Amber Sheikh Ginsberg
• Email: amberann.sheikh@gmail.com

Nancy Wilcox
• Email: nancywilcox777@gmail.com
• South Bay Coalition to End Homelessness

• Website: sbceh.org
• Email: contactSBCEH@gmail.com

Contact Info,
Q&A
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