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from the pastor Jonathan Chute 

 
 I want to begin by thanking you for the kindness and 
encouragement you are sharing with your pastors and staff, not to 
mention with each other! In the midst of unprecedented challenges you 
remain faithful and true to the call of God in our lives. Your genuine 
compassion and hopefulness bear witness to the presence of the Spirit 
among us. Thank you! 
 For a moment I want to call us back to the beginning of the year, 
when we did not yet understand what was coming our way. The new 

year began with joy and hope. The disruption of our lives during construction was behind us. 
We had lived with fences and barriers everywhere. We learned how to hold classes, choir 
rehearsals and even memorial receptions in places built for other purposes. We put up with 
chaos in the parking lot, mud everywhere, and managed not to lose our faith. As we finally 
moved into our new home it was obvious that we were headed in a good direction. Children 
quickly filled the new classrooms. The patio welcomed us once more. 
 Our worship attendance was growing, and so was our congregation. From Sunday 
School and youth ministry to the Women’s Retreat and weekly Bible study, new friends were 
finding home among us. This was also evident in your giving to the church’s mission and 
ministry. We were well ahead of where we expected to be at the end of February. I remember 
thinking, “We did it!!!” Of course what I meant was that, by the grace of God, we came through 
the challenges of the previous year and were seeing the growth we’d hoped for. 
 Of course, just then everything we thought we knew was turned upside down. At first 
we didn’t realize the scope of the disruption we would experience. It seemed like a bad dream. 
Cancel the Good Friday concert??? What about Easter??? Looking back now it’s hard to 
believe how quickly we adapted – though I’m sure we’re not finished. 
 In the midst of this I want you to know that your church is alive and well! Our Sunday 
School teachers prepare lessons each week for use at home. Older children and youth gather on 
line to study, pray and visit. Our preschool teachers meet with students several times a week. 
Kid Zone staff work with families on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays, all of this remotely. 
April, Annette and I use phone, text and email in our shepherding, so that we do not lose touch 
with one another. And you have seen that we can even be in worship when we are at home. We 
may be apart from each other physically, but together in spirit and truth. 
 I also wanted to let you know that we received a PPP loan to help keep our Preschool 
and Kid Zone staff intact through May and June. We hope that over the summer we will be able 
to resume some of our regular programing, in keeping with the health and safety of all. We are 
also working to discover when we can begin worshiping together in person. I do not expect that 
will be soon, but know that we all look forward to gathering in each other’s good company. 
 
 Grace and peace, 



 

 

#inspireRHUMC Project 
 

As our beloved community at Rolling Hills UMC has adapted to the new norms necessitated 
by the COVD19 health crisis, we have continued to develop ways to connect with one another 
while maintaining social distancing. Our most recent idea is our #inspireRHUMC project.  
 

RHUMC would like to invite you to share with us where you are finding inspiration and 
hope in your current situation. To par ticipate you can submit a picture or  two of what 
you have been up to along with a few written lines explaining the photos. Our social media 
team will review content prior to posting. By submitting a photo, you are giving RHUMC 
permission to curate and/or edit, as well as post, the content on our social media platforms. 
Content may also be shared in a slide show during worship. 
 

To submit photos, or if you have questions, please email Kristin at Kristin@rhumc.org  
 

To follow the progress of this project and view the inspiring photos, follow Rolling Hills 
UMC on Instagram: @rolling_hills_umc or on Facebook: @rhumc26438. 
 

An example of a submission, created by Rev. April, is shown below: 
 

April finds inspiration walking in the neighborhood and taking pictures of fog. 
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Message from Martha Rowlett, Senior Pastor Emeritus  
 

The morning paper greeted me with this headline: “Earth is wilder, cleaner – but only 
temporarily.” The lead article continued: “An unplanned experiment with the virus is 
changing Earth. The air has cleaned up and beautiful sights are seen that have not been 
visible in decades. Stars are more clearly seen. Animals are appearing in surprising places.” 
Stuart Pimm of Duke University is quoted as saying, “It is giving us this quite extraordinary 
insight into just how much of a mess we humans are making of our beautiful planet…an 
opportunity to magically see how much better it can be.” As chair of my community’s 
EARTH DAY committee planning for the 50th anniversary celebration this week on April 22, 
I have been processing the bad news of the catastrophe of the epidemic with the good news 
of the growing global environmental movement. My feelings have bounced from the despair 
of facing months to come sharing this planet with the coronavirus to the euphoria of the 
possibility of creating a “new normal” in which the human race treats with respect the whole 
of creation and we live together with health and safety. This is where we are now. As people 
of faith we can trust that God is at work in us and among us, calling us to an ever new future 
that expresses God’s loving concern for all of creation. Each of us can use this long pause as 
a way of reflecting on and moving into a “new normal” for ourselves as we go through this 
trying time.  

 

Second Sundays At Two 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
A Recital by 

Israeli Pianist Einav Yarden 

Livestreamed from Berlin, Germany 
 

“...imagination and exceptionally vivid playing ... Sense of 
immense majesty, tempered by gentleness and quiet grace,”  
~ Washington Post 
 
“glistening rapture ... ingenious humor,” ~ Tagesspiegel, Germany 
 

Award-winning pianist Einav Yarden performs internationally as recitalist and concerto soloist 
with leading orchestras including the Israel Philharmonic, Minnesota Symphony, Beethoven 
Orchester Bonn, Bucharest Philharmonic, and Calgary Philharmonic. 
 

Ms. Yarden has graciously offered to perform a livestreamed recital from her home in Berlin, as 
a replacement for her scheduled May appearance on the Second Sundays at Two series. She 
will be performing selections by Haydn and Beethoven, a perfect fit for a Mother’s Day recital 
to be enjoyed on an afternoon at home. 
 

The internet link for the recital will be provided ahead of the recital at: 
www.EinavYarden.com/concerts 



Discussing The Dutch House from a Distance 
 

Readers, if you are ready to join in a discussion about Ann Patchett's book, 
The Dutch House, send an email to April@rhumc.org so she can officially 
invite you to a Zoom gathering on Monday evening, May 11, at 7:00 pm. 
Waiting until we can gather in person remains an option, but for those who 
are eager to talk about the book before they forget the plot or characters, 
an online gathering works reasonably well. This book is the third selection 
of our spring series on “Homes and Neighbors.” We certainly are acutely 
aware of the value of both in these unusual and unexpected times! Again, 
please email April if you would like to participate. And email 
Kristin@rhumc.org if you would like coaching on how to use Zoom! 

What's Happening with the United Methodist Church? 
 

Before COVID 19 shifted the focus, the United Methodist Church had many questions under 
consideration regarding potential changes to its organizational structure and its policies. 
Resolution of those questions now appears more distantly on the horizon. 
 

The General Conference of the United Methodist Church, which was once scheduled to take 
place this month, has been postponed. “As we looked at the complex issues that we will need 
to navigate to reschedule the event and the lack of options available, it does not appear 
feasible to plan for 2020,” explained Kim Simpson, chair of the Commission on the General 
Conference. “These issues include the undetermined length of the pandemic, uncertainty 
around travel bans in different areas of the world, delays in processing visas due to 
government and business closures and other questions.” In giving direction for next steps, the 
Commission resolved that holding the event in Minneapolis is a high priority and authorized 
the business manager to pursue negotiations regarding other dates available at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center in 2021. 
 

Meanwhile, the June gathering of the California-Pacific Annual Conference has become a 
Zoom webinar. RHUMC's pastors and lay members will be expected to participate via their 
computer interface from June 18 to 20. We have no word yet on how Kristin will be 
commissioned into her new status as a deacon in the United Methodist Church. 
 

The Western Jurisdiction Conference was to have taken place in July. The primary function of 
that gathering is to elect new bishops for the region when vacancies are created by retirement 
of current bishops.  Anticipated retirements have been put on hold and a new meeting date is 
yet to be determined. 
 

Amidst so much uncertainty, the good news is that many United Methodist congregations, 
like RHUMC, remain actively devoted to their mission in the world. People continue to be 
comforted, inspired, and served by the United Methodist Church. 
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From Annette Matsuda, Your Parish Nurse 
 

During this season, I especially encourage you to enjoy the outdoors in your neighborhoods 
and to even explore new local areas. Although we must, “Stay home as much as possible,” 
getting outdoors daily is essential to our well-being. 
 

Exercising outdoors: 
1. Lifts our spirits as we see the beautiful skies, birds flying, flowers and bulbs blooming, 

and reminds us that our Creator God cares about us and our welfare 
2. Helps fortify our immune systems to fight against the COVID-19 virus and all pathogens 
3. Provides us with exposure to sun light (a natural source of Vitamin D which regulates our 

immune system) and plenty of fresh air 
4. Helps us to sleep more soundly at night 
5. Provides bonding opportunities and relief from indoor family time 
6. Provides us with opportunities to greet neighbors from a distance and check in with 

others. 
 

Even though beaches and most local parks are closed, here are 2 wonderful opportunities for 
you that ARE OPEN: 
The Deane Dana Friendship Park is open for  hikes with great ocean views Tuesdays 
through Sundays from 7am-5pm. The park is closed on Monday. 

1805 W 9th St, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 

Phone: (310) 519-6115 
https://www.hikespeak.com/trails/friendship-park-palos-verdes-hike/ 

 

Our South Coast Botanic Garden is OPEN.  https://southcoastbotanicgarden.org/ 
The Garden is limiting the number of entrants daily, so members and guests must make 
reservations – easy to do online at the website noted above – and you must wear masks inside 
the park. The third Tuesday of each month is free to non-members, but you must still register 
online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friend and I had a wonderful time there this past Tuesday viewing the stunningly beautiful 
spring flowers, bulbs, and blooming succulents, too. The photos are of some brilliant flowers 
we saw. 
 

“Ever since the creation of the world his (God’s) eternal power and divine nature, invisible 
though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made...”  

      Romans 1:20   New Revised Standard Version  

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x123422004&id=YN873x123422004&q=Deane+Dana+Nature+Center&name=Deane+Dana+Nature+Center&cp=33.73271179199219%7e-118.31865692138672&ppois=33.73271179199219_-118.31865692138672_Deane+Dana+Nature+Center&FORM=SNAPST
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Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and related 
uncertainty about the future potential for hosting 

large gatherings, the Knights of North Castle  
Vacation Bible Camp that was scheduled for 

August 3rd-7th, 2020 at RHUMC has reluctantly  

been canceled. We look forward to offering our 
traditional in-person VBC in the summer of 2021. 

 
In the meantime, our staff is delving into other  

possible ways of connecting our families and children 

in a unique way this summer.  
 

We lean on the grace of God in these unusual 

and difficult times. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, stay safe,  
and we will keep you informed. 

Children’s Ministries is currently conducting online Sunday School for children in the 
congregation. Parents of TK - 5th graders will receive an email each Saturday with our  
Sunday School lesson, video link, and activity sheets. To be added to our email list or for 
more information please send your email to Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org. 
 
Children 3rd grade and up can also join our Virtual Sunday School with Ms. Stevie on 
Sundays at 5:00 pm. It’s a Google Classroom where kids participate in lessons, discussions 
and activities each week. A Google invite is needed if you wish to join. Please email  
Ms. Stevie at Steviesterling@gmail.com before Sunday to make sure you get the link. 
 
Youth in 6th - 12th grade are invited to join a video chat Sunday School with Kristin on 
Sundays at 10:00 am. To receive an invitation to the Google Meet up, email 
Kristin@rhumc.org. 
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Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is May 22 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute   Associate Pastor April Herron 

Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett   Music Director Chuck Dickerson 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial   Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

Parish Nurse Annette Matsuda   3rd Service Music Paula Kuno 

Children’s Ministry  Dir. Debra DeLuca   Exec. Asst. to Pastor Roksolana Vecerek 

Youth Ministry Director Kristin Reksc   Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Kid Zone Director Megan Pelc   Custodian Miguel Portillo 

Treasurer John Fitzgerald     

Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman     

          

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 

Web Site www.rhumc.org       

http://www.rhumc.org

