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Easter Worship
For the next several weeks, as we are unable to gather in the sanctuary,
recordings of the service each week are available on YouTube. If you go to the
church’s web site and click on the green arrow link, you will be taken
to the church’s YouTube page, where services since March 15 are available.
If you would like to follow along with the bulletin, it is available by clicking
“See More” on the YouTube page and scrolling down the screen.
A link to download the bulletin is posted there as well.
If you have any questions please email April (april@rhumc.org) or
Jonathan (jonathan@rhumc.org), or call and leave a message at the church
office. We will be glad to walk you through the process! Thank you to the team of
volunteers and staff making it possible for us to be together in this new way!

from the pastors

Jonathan Chute

I give thanks to God for the love I see at work in and among you
all. When April or I are in touch with you, we hear over and over again
your care for each other and for those beyond our congregation. We
have learned that you are reaching out as well, touching base with
friends while we are apart. Maybe that shouldn’t surprise me, but it
does encourage me. Your notes and messages have been full of
gratitude and kindness. I believe that the generosity and care you have
demonstrated through these days will lead us in the years to come.
Some have asked about this coming Sunday, when we would normally celebrate
communion. In the past weeks there have been any number of conversations among clergy of
different backgrounds and traditions, discussing whether there might be some way to share
“virtual” communion. If each participant acquires their own bread and grape juice, or even
crackers and water, could their pastors bless these elements over the digital distance? Some
have purchased pre-packaged wafer and juice snack boxes, hoping that people could drive to
church, pick them up, and consume them at a later time.
My own feeling is that communion is a celebration of the gathered community, and that
we are not able to gather right now. The connection we share, partaking of a common loaf and
cup, seems beyond my ability to recreate over the internet. I recognize that neither April nor I is
in charge of what happens in communion. But I have come to feel that the best way to honor the
meaning of the sacrament, in this time, is by its absence.
When he was imprisoned during World War II, German Lutheran pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote to his family on Christmas Eve, 1943. He remembered the sights, sounds and
smells of the season. He felt keenly the separation between them. And from his prison cell he
wrote: “First: nothing can make up for the absence of someone whom we love, and it would be
wrong to try to find a substitute; we must simply hold out and see it through. That sounds very
hard at first, but at the same time it is a great consolation, for the gap, as long as it remains
unfilled, preserves the bonds between us. It is nonsense to say that God fills the gap; he doesn’t
fill it, but on the contrary, he keeps it empty and so helps us to keep alive our former
communion with each other, even at the cost of pain. Secondly: the dearer and richer our
memories, the more difficult the separation. But gratitude changes the pangs of memory into a
tranquil joy.”
For Christians around the world, this has been a Lent like no other. We have had to give
up more than we ever imagined. We have learned how much we take for granted in our
everyday, ordinary lives. We have been reminded of how precious we are to each other. We are
feeling the distance. When we are able to be together again, I know our reunion will be even
richer and deeper for the time we have missed. Maybe that is how the first Easter felt.
Grace and peace,

April Herron
Dear Friends,
In these days when we must be physically apart, and at the same
time we share so much concern for what is happening in the
world, I find myself often wanting to pray. As Hebrews 4:16
reminds us, when we pray we can expect to "receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need." And though it may feel a bit
like there is little we can do for one another during our
coronavirus sequestration, we can certainly pray for one another!
That is why I am so grateful for all the encouragement Brenda Chance shares in her
presentation on "The Gift of Intercessory Prayer."
Just as we were moving toward our "Safer At Home" protocols, we recorded Brenda's
presentation in our sanctuary. You can view the seminar by going to rhumc.org, looking
for the photo of hands clasped in prayer, and clicking on the words "read more." From
there you will discover a link to the recording and a link to the worksheet which will
allow you to participate in an interactive way with the material. If you are reading an
email version of the Cornerstone, here is the link:https://rhumc.org/the-gift-ofintercessory-prayer/
One of the lovely resources Brenda shares is a prayer by Richard Rohr. I am counting
on Richard's spirit of generosity by reproducing the first part of it here:
O Great Love,
Thank you for living and loving in us and through us.
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings.
Help us to become a community that vulnerably shares
each other's burdens and the weight of glory.
Listen to our hearts' longings for the healing of the world.

To that I say, "Amen." I am praying for your health and strength.
May Easter hope be yours,

Ripples: Creation Care Network
Offers Consolation and Hope Online by Susan Deo
I was honored to participate in an Earthkeepers training at the UMC
Global Ministries headquarters in Atlanta a few years ago. I’d like
to share something new from our Creation Care Network
(Earthkeepers all over the country). We have initiated a live-stream
of “consolation and hope for all who are in isolation,” open to any
United Methodist.
“All of us are grappling with deep, disorienting change in our
communities and beyond. The news feeds on many social media
platforms are sources of important information and connection, but
they also contribute to anxiety and fear,” writes Reverend Jenny
Phillips, Senior Technical Advisor for Environmental Sustainability at Global Ministries. “We
hope [the live-stream] becomes a source of strength and wisdom for our denomination as we
grapple with COVID-19 and with the many interconnecting challenges that are exacerbated by
environmental degradation.”
Members of the Creation Care Community are sharing images, scripture, poetry, meditations
and other resources that remind us of the support, comfort and life available to all through
God’s creation. Please join us for consolation, encouragement and strength. Check out the livestream at http://creationcare.umcmission.org.
Peace and safety to all in these challenging days.

In support of community and individual health, NO in-person gatherings,
concerts, or meetings are taking place at RHUMC until further notice. You may

participate in worship from home by following the link on the rhumc.org home
page. Please feel free to send prayer requests or other pastoral communications to
jonathan@rhumc.org or april@rhumc.org. In lieu of lilies for the sanctuary at
Easter, please consider a donation to help children through our preschool and
after school programs.

Love Is Alive at RHUMC by Dale Gehr, Lay Leader
God calls us, in the two greatest commandments to love the Lord and to love each other as
much as we love ourselves. In times of greatest need these commandments are even more
relevant.
We at RHUMC are living up to these commandments. It shows in our phone calls, our written
and our electronic communication. Just as our love and concern for each other is evident in our
church life together, it is maybe more evident in our church life apart during these stressful
times.
It warms the heart to see how much we care for each other. We will come out of these times
even stronger as people and as a congregation. Praise the Lord for his Grace, Love and Hope.
God bless.

Gratitude
While almost everyone was away, a
beautiful tile mural was installed by the
entry to the courtyard playground. It is
the creation of church member and tile
artist Barbara Leone. The work was
commissioned by a friend of Barbara, in
gratitude for the care she received from a
member of our church family. The mural
includes scenes from around the
peninsula and features a young child
exploring the world. Thank you Barbara
and friends!

Club Maintenance by Steve Boilard
On Saturday, March 14, Club Maintenance braved the morning drizzle to cheerfully
take care of a long list of minor maintenance projects at the church. Projects included
painting the A/C yard fence panel, repairing a door lock in Wesley Hall and a cabinet
lock in the preschool, cleaning the wall in the Comfort Room, renewing the tables and racks
in Wesley Hall, replacing the door holder in the Kitchen, installing a coat hook in the Comfort
Room bathroom, repairing the easels in the Welcome Center, replacing interior and exterior
fluorescent bulbs, servicing the door closers in the sanctuary, painting a section of the choir
room, adjusting various door stops, repairing broken shelves and equipment in the Preschool,
welding a cracked gate latch, and replacing light bulbs in the front sign, among other tasks.
The rains held off for most of the morning, but a few outdoor painting projects were
postponed. The group then enjoyed a meal together and had some fellowship before
adjourning.
The intrepid group included Steve Boilard, Clarence Fung, Gene Koester, Dave Larson, Keith
Levan, Don McCurry, Oren Sheldon, Jim Showalter, and two new faces: Tim and William.
Club Maintenance has been put on hold until further notice. We hope you will consider
participating when Club Maintenance reconvenes.

Sunday Worship for Children & Youth
Children’s Ministries is currently conducting online Sunday School for children in the
congregation. Parents of TK-5th graders will receive an email each Saturday with our Sunday
School lesson, video link, and activity sheets. To be added to our email list or for more
information please send your email to Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org.
Children 3rd grade and up can also join our Virtual Sunday School with Ms. Stevie on Sundays
at 5:00 p.m. It’s a Google Classroom where kids participate in lessons, discussions and
activities each week. A Google invite is needed if you wish to join. Please email Ms. Stevie at
Steviesterling@gmail.com before Sunday to make sure you get the link.
Youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to join a video chat Sunday School with Kristin on Sundays
at 10:00 a.m. To receive an invitation to the Google Meet up, email Kristin@rhumc.org.

We hope these programs will go forward as scheduled:

SAVE THE DATE!
VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2020
AUGUST 3RD – 7TH

Kid Zone and Mid Zone Summer Camp Dates:
June 15 to August 7
For more information on registration
Call: 310-377-7302
Email: kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org

Youth Ministries
Sierra Service Project 2020 - Adult Counselors
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SAVE OUR
PLANET!

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org
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