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Celebration Sunday – October 25 
 
Celebration Sunday for our annual giving campaign is 
October 25. Two events will take place that day which we hope all of you will 
attend. The first is worship, which will help us to focus on the values of 
compassion and community that we share as God’s family. 
 
The second will be the special Celebration meal which will follow in Wesley 
Hall after each of our Sunday services (brunch in the morning and dinner after 
3rd Service).  

 
As we give thanks for the blessing of life which God gives us, please plan to 
gather and celebrate with other members of our church family. Thank you! 

All Saints’ Day – November 1 
 
Each year, on the first Sunday of November, we celebrate All Saints’ Day with a 
special prayer of thanksgiving for members and friends of our church family 
who have died in the past year. If you would like to include someone in the 
service who has died since November 1, 2025, please call the church office with 
their name and the date of their death. All of us have been blessed by people 
who have gone before us, and we remember their contributions to our lives. 



from the pastors Bonnie Hawk 
Greetings to all the saints of Rolling Hills UMC, 
 

It must be October, because I’ve started to see a few of those 15 feet tall 
skeletons around. Ahh, October. Spooky season. The only time of year 
when we find it acceptable to hang up skeletons and decorate with bones 
or dress up as ghouls. It’s Wednesday Adam’s favorite season. Generally 
our culture is obsessed with living forever, and actively hides any signs of 
aging or mortality. So I find it quite refreshing that we take a season to 
play with the ideas of death and mortality, even if we sugar coat it with 
candy and trick or treating.  
 

What does Halloween have to do with our life in the church? Quite a bit. 
While it may have started out with a different meaning, Halloween now has a place in the church’s 
liturgical calendar – All Hallow’s Eve is Oct 31, the evening before All Saints Day. On All Saints, 
Nov 1, we celebrate the lives of all the Christian saints who have come before us. They are no 
longer with us on earth - but we believe that their life goes on in heaven.  
 

One of the rites of passage from my time in seminary was attending the All Hallow’s Eve Service 
at Duke Chapel, a gorgeous gothic cathedral which stands in the center of Duke’s Campus. Yes – 
we actually had a worship service on Halloween evening, starting with a bonfire around 9pm. 
When they opened the door and let us into the cathedral, choir members were illuminated by candle 
light along the nave, high up in the balconies. They offered a chant, as we silently processed to our 
seats. During the service, we heard the stories of several Christian martyrs, told in first-person 
accounts. Martyrs from early Christianity, like Perpetua and Felicity. Martyrs from the modern day 
like Oscar Romero. Their stories of standing up for their values in the face of persecution were 
inspiring and grounding. The organ music soared in the dimly lit chapel, and the whole service felt 
incredibly spooky. It was a meditation on our mortality, and a demonstration in our trust in the God 
who goes with us through and beyond death. 
 

So what is the invitation for you this October? Are you remembering a 
loved one, a saint in your life whose light has gone out? Are you facing 
medical tests and struggling with a body that can no longer move as it 
used to? This is the season to honor all the spookiness that is part and 
parcel of this life, and find courage nonetheless. Just as children are 
learning how to be brave in the face of witches and devils they may 
encounter Halloween night, so we are invited to be brave in life, as in 
death.  
 

All Saints Sunday might be my favorite liturgical service of the year. 
Not only do we get to sing “For All the Saints, who from their labors 
rest!” (one of the best hymns of all times)... but Daylight savings time 
throws us an extra hour of sleep before church. I seem to use my extra 
hour to write my All Saints sermon every year… 
 
 
Pastor Bonnie 



 
It is hard to believe that three months have already flown by since I 
arrived as your new associate pastor. As I look back over these first 
ninety days, my heart is overflowing with gratitude for the 
incredible warmth and hospitality you have extended to me. 
 

Thank you so much for your generous gifts that have made my 
office feel so functional and welcoming. I am also deeply grateful to 
everyone who has taken the time to introduce themselves and their 
families in the post-worship greeting line. Thank you for graciously 
reminding me of your names again and again as I learn them, and 
for your kind words of affirmation regarding my sermons - they 

mean more than you know. 
 

Leading weekly worship alongside Bonnie and our wonderful liturgists has been an absolute 
joy. I have been so touched to hear positive comments from several of you about the good 
team we are forming. Likewise, working with Kristin and our entire church staff has been 
both stimulating and motivating; we are truly blessed with a kind, competent, and proactive 
team. 
 

If you ask me what my most memorable day has been so far, it is the Sunday morning we 
experienced a sudden power outage amidst an unusually heavy rain. What could have easily 
been a day of crisis instead revealed the deeper strength, resilience, and grace of this 
congregation. I was deeply moved to see how everyone remained calm, quick to help, and 
completely gracious in meeting the needs of one another and our visitors. I felt truly honored 
to share that day with you! I would also like to thank the more than 40 people participating in 
our Wesleyan Study and Discussion. My heart was so full when our conversation carried us 
away, and we all ended up staying for another thirty minutes just to keep sharing our 
thoughts and stories with one another. 
 

During my first six weeks, the Sunday adrenaline kept me wide awake all day—but now, I 
am happy to report that I can comfortably fall asleep for a quick, restful nap between our 
10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. worship services!  
 

It has been a very busy three months but several of you, members and staff alike, have 
already warned me that things will only get busier as we head into the fall and Christmas 
seasons. With your prayers and steady care, I trust that the remainder of this year will be 
filled with beautiful memories we will create together, and the deep joys and blessings that 
our shared ministry brings to our hearts. Together, we will continue to grow and serve as a 
warm, vibrant faith community. Thank you for reading my article! 
 

With deepest gratitude, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Sunny 

Sunyoung Park 



 

Mission Fiesta Sunday is coming on November 8, giving each 
of us the opportunity to again show our generosity to the missionaries 
and local organizations we help and support as members of RHUMC.  
 

Why do we place so much emphasis on missions every year?  
 

According to the United Methodist Church, “The ministry of all 
Christians consists of service for the mission of God in the world. We 
seek to live lovingly and justly as servants of Jesus Christ by healing the 
sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, 
being a compassionate presence, and working to develop social structures 
that are consistent with the gospel.” 

 

On Mission Fiesta Sunday, we take the opportunity to make a difference, both locally 
and globally.  
 

We contribute to global missions and missionaries including Heifer International, the 
Ukrainian United Methodist Church, Red Bird Mission in Appalachia, and United 
Methodist missionaries Hannah Reasoner in Colombia, Rev. Claudia Genung-Yamamoto 
in Japan, and Katherine Parker in Nepal.  

 

Locally we support, both financially and with volunteers, Corazon House Builds, Hungry to 
Help, Laundry Love, Project: NEEDS, and the New Challenge Ministries Fresh Rescue 
Food Bank. These caring organizations feed, house and care for thousands of needy, 
hungry, and unhoused members of our local community. 

 

You will receive a letter at home this month with more details. If you have any questions, 
contact Chris Campbell at Campbellchris123@msn.com. 

 SAVE THE DATE  
RHUMC ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER  

  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, AT 6:30 PM 

Our Annual Church Thanksgiving Dinner will take place on 
Saturday, November 21, at 6:30 pm. Reservations will star t on 
Sunday, November 1, on the patio between services and following 
second service. Third service attendees may contact Peggy in the 
office at churchoffice@rhumc.org and she will record your 
reservation. Donation is $45.00 for adults, $25.00 for children under 
twelve. 
 

If you are available to help cook and/or set up and decorate Wesley Hall, we would love to 
hear from you. Help is needed Thursday evening, November 19, from 7:00-9:00 pm, Friday 
morning from 9:00-12:00 pm and Saturday morning from 9:00-12:00 pm. Please let us know 
we can count on you by contacting Doug Kemps at 310-567-6340 or Suellen Fung at  
310-594-8191. 

mailto:Campbellchris123@msn.com


Navigating Through Aging: 8-Week Support Group 
 

Taking Time: South Bay and RHUMC are par tner ing 
to offer an 8-week support group to address the 
adjustments and transitions that accompany the journey of 
aging. The support group will be offered on Mondays, 
October 5 - November 23, 10:00 am-11:30 am in the 
Aldersgate room. The key group goals are to foster social 
connections, review life, develop coping strategies, 
enhance independence and promote a sense of well-being, 
purpose and meaning. The group will be supervised by a 
Licensed Mental Health Professional and facilitated by 

trained and experienced volunteers. The facilitators guide the members in discussions and 
provide coordination, support, hope, education, information and referrals. 
 

RHUMC is partially sponsoring this support group. Requested donation is $50 per person per  
8-week series. Donations may be made by cash, check payable to Taking Time: South Bay or 
online at www.takingtime.org. Registration is required, please contact: 
   Claire Towle, LCSW—310-686-6714—ctowle@takingtime.org 
   Church Office—310-377-6771—churchoffice@rhumc.org 

Book Discussion 
 

Our next book discussion is on Isola by Allegra Goodman on Monday, 
October 26, led by Liz Gyor i. Choose either  in person at 2:00 pm in the 
choir room or at 7:00 pm via Zoom. How do some people survive in the 
face of unimaginable odds? Is it through strength of will, faith in God, help 
from a stranger, a stroke of luck, or some combination? What is the cost of 
their survival, and how might it ripple through generations? We’ll explore 
these questions, and more.  
 

Inspired by real-life events, Isola by Allegra Goodman tells the story of 
Marguerite de la Rocque, a young French noblewoman orphaned in childhood and left heir to a 
Périgord château. Raised by her devoted nurse Damienne and tutored alongside the pious Claire 
D’Artois, Marguerite’s long-absent guardian, the ambitious Jean-François de Roberval, returns 
to claim her fate. A King’s confidant and would-be conqueror, Roberval squanders her 
inheritance on failed voyages and ultimately compels her to accompany him on an expedition 
to New France. 
 
Goodman explores themes of guardianship and power, faith and doubt, female friendship, and 
the cost of survival. Marguerite’s voice—curious, willful, increasingly clear-eyed—anchors a 
story about a young woman who must learn to claim agency in a world arranged against her, 
where men’s ambitions, religious tensions, and the unmapped wilderness all threaten to 
consume her. Please email Liz Gyori at lizgyori5@gmail.com to indicate your plans to attend. 



The September Ukraine Newsletter  
Expresses Gratitude to RHUMC 

 
Help Us Reach the Finish Line: A Minibus for Ministry in Ukraine 
 

“Thanks to the generosity of Rolling Hills UMC in California, we are making significant 
progress toward purchasing a much-needed minibus for the United Methodist Church in 
Ukraine.  
 
A dependable minibus is essential to this ministry. In addition to delivering humanitarian 
supplies and transporting volunteer teams, the vehicle is used to transport campers, 
conference attendees, and participants in church leadership retreats. It allows the church to 
bring people together for ministry, fellowship, and service, even amid the challenges of war. 
 
For several years, an older minibus served as the backbone of this work. Unfortunately, its 
deteriorating condition eventually made it unsafe to operate, and it was sold to help fund a 
replacement. 
 
Rolling Hills UMC Is Helping Lead the Way! 
 
We are delighted to share that Rolling Hills United Methodist Church in California has 
contributed more than $6,300 toward the purchase of a replacement minibus, with plans to 
provide additional support! 
 
Their generosity, combined with the $6,000 received from the sale of the old vehicle, has 
brought us significantly closer to our goal. 
 
Here is where the project stands today: 

Total cost of replacement minibus: $22,000 
Proceeds from the sale of the old minibus: $6,000 
Contributions from Rolling Hills UMC: $6,300 
Remaining amount needed: $9,700 

 
We are deeply grateful to Rolling Hills UMC for its commitment to this project. Thank you 
for standing with the United Methodist Church in Ukraine!” 
 
RHUMC is still actively seeking donations for this project. Our hearts go out to the people of 
Ukraine who are struggling through this devastating conflict. If you would like to contribute, 
please make your check payable to RHUMC with a note in the Memo Line “UMCOR: 
Advance #14053A for Social Aid Vehicle.” For more information, contact Vince Budrovich at 
Vbudrovich@gmail.com - 310-971-3227. 

mailto:Vbudrovich@gmail.com


 

Laundry Love Helpers Are Needed! 

If you have been thinking of joining our 
Laundry Love team by helping us on the 
fourth Wednesday evening for 2-3 hours, 
now is your chance. We need additional 
helpers who will interact with the 

laundry clients, shop for and set up supplies, and represent us 
to the needy people in our community who depend on clean 
clothes. The motto of Laundry Love is “Love, Dignity, 
Detergent.” Contact Carla Smith at carla4health@gmail.com 
if you would like to join us. 

Corazon House Build - Saturday, November 7 
 
On Saturday, 11/7/26, RHUMC will be doing another house 
build in Mexico with congregation members of Faith UMC 
and University UMC. If you’ve never built a house in one day, 
this is your opportunity to do something real that brings an 
awareness that we are all connected through our Savior. For 
the rest of your lives you will remember how you helped one 
family find security, comfort, and shelter. If you can pound a 
nail, paint with a roller brush, work side by side with others 
and those whose first language is not English, this is for you. 
In one day, you will have made a difference in the world. 
 
You will need a valid passport, snacks, water, sunscreen, hat, work gloves, a hammer, and most 
importantly, smiles. The Mexican community will work alongside us and provide lunch. We 
leave our vehicles near the border and take a charter bus to and from the build site. 
 
The day starts early, 6:00 am, arriving at Terra Nova Shopping Center in Chula Vista, off the  
I-8 freeway. By 6:30 am, we drive across the border and to the build site via chartered bus or if 
you wish by car (get Mexican car insurance). By 4:30 pm, we’ve blessed the house and given 
the family the keys to their new home. Then we’re ready to head home and cherish the 
memories of what we accomplished in one day. Hallelujah, Amen! 
 
You can sign up at, www.corazon.org/3575_faithumc. The bus must submit a manifest to cross 
the border and return so registration will require your valid travel document. Also, be sure to 
read, www.corazon.org/traveling_to_mexico. For more information, contact George Mercer at  
gnpmercer@gmail.com or 213-248-8310. 

https://d.docs.live.net/9B9309852CF8AF97/Desktop/RHUMC%20MISSION%20COMMITTEE%20NOTES/carla4health@gmail.com
https://www.corazon.org/3575_faithumc
https://www.corazon.org/traveling_to_mexico


Introducing Our New Director of Community Life 

 - by Kathy Platnick & Janet Westergaard, Co-Chairs of Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is delighted to 

announce that Natalie Telyatnikov(Tell - At - Nih - Kahv) 

has accepted the role of Director of Community Life at 

RHUMC, effective October 4, 2026. This new position will 

focus on church communications, membership engagement, 

special events, and community partnerships. 

 

Many of you already know Natalie from her work this past 

year as Youth Ministries Assistant alongside the Rev. Kristin 

Sutrave. She has helped lead Ignite, our Wednesday night 

youth group for students in grades 6–12. She has taught Sunday school to children of all 

ages and has lent a hand in the nursery with Ms. Clara. 

 

Natalie brings a strong background in journalism, communications, and marketing, with 

editorial experience across several print and online publications. She is the award-winning 

founder of Better Postpartum, a charitable online business and popular social media brand. 

That experience makes her a natural fit for helping RHUMC share its story and connect 

with our wider community. A mother of three, Natalie has been pursuing a Master of 

Divinity at Fuller Theological Seminary since 2023. 

 

Natalie will continue to support our youth ministry alongside Kristin, including the 

Wednesday night Ignite program. 

 

With this announcement, we say a fond farewell to Michele Nelson, who has graciously 

served as our Senior Pastor’s temporary Executive Assistant since last November. We are 

grateful for her contributions and wish her continued success in her real estate business. 

 

Please join the SPRC in welcoming Natalie to her new role! You can reach her at 

community@rhumc.org. 

mailto:community@rhumc.org


 In Memoriam 
 

 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” 

                                                                                     - John 14 

Adrienne Short  9/10/26 

Women’s After Work Dinner Group - by Marilyn Schafer 

 
The Women’s After Work Dinner Group meets at 6:00 pm 

monthly, 3rd Thursday of the month, at a different 

restaurant each month. It’s a loose “come when you can” 

invitation for fellowship. We have no agenda beyond 

fellowship and support of one another. Typically each 

person pays their own check, but some restaurants result in 

splitting the bill. If you are interested, email Marilyn at 

marilyn.schafer@gmail.com for more information.  

  

Save the Date - Annual Christmas Season Concert 

 
The Chancel Choir will present its Annual Christmas 

Season Concert accompanied by the Inner City Youth 

Orchestra of Los Angeles at 7:00 pm on Saturday, 

December 19, in the Sanctuary. This is no longer  a 

ticketed event. A love offering will be taken during the 

concert. Please mark your calendars now for this 

seasonal celebration.  

mailto:Marilyn.schafer@gmail.com


 

Second Sundays at Two 
 

Sunday, October 11, at 2:00 p.m.  
 

~ presents ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Now Professor of Cello at the Colburn School, Clive Greensmith was a member of the 
world-renowned Tokyo String Quartet from 1999 until its final season in 2013. The 
quartet performed at the most prestigious international venues, including New York’s 
Carnegie Hall, Sydney Opera House, London’s South Bank, Paris Châtelet, Berlin 
Philharmonie, Vienna Musikverein, and Suntory Hall in Tokyo. 

Steinway Artist and Second Sundays at Two Artistic Director Steven Vanhauwaert 
has performed at some of the world’s leading venues, including the National Center of 
the Performing Arts in Beijing, the Shanghai Oriental Arts Center, the Concertgebouw 
in Brugge, the Great Hall of the Budapest Liszt Conservatory, the National Philhar-
monic Hall in Kyiv, Ukraine, and Walt Disney Concert Hall. 

Free admission. If this is your first time attending a Classical Crossroads concert, 
kindly RSVP by emailing ClassicalCrossroads@gmail.com. The concert will be 
livestreamed for those unable to attend in person. Watch the concert at: https://
vimeo.com/event/4030680.  

Cellist 
 

Clive Greensmith 

Pianist 
 

Steven Vanhauwaert 

mailto:ClassicalCrossroads@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/event/4030680
https://vimeo.com/event/4030680


Blood Pressure Sunday 
 

Blood pressure screenings will next be offered on Sunday, October 25, after each 
service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room 
and after 3rd Service in the Mission Room. 

Taco Night 
 
Join us for Taco Night after 3rd Service on Sunday, October 25. You’ll have a 
choice of chicken, pork or veggie tacos served with rice, beans, a green salad and 
chips. We are offering this special meal at no cost in recognition of Celebration 
Sunday. 3rd Service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 pm.  

Club Maintenance  

The next opportunity to participate in a regular Club Maintenance event will be on 
Saturday, October 10, at 8:30 am. Thanks to all who helped out dur ing our  
previous Club Maintenance sessions this year. Please mark the next date on your 

calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair. And please 
remember that a tasty lunch will be provided. Dave Larson will be leading the effort in 
October.  

FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with 

Wednesdays 
October 14 & 28 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 

in the Mission Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance 
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful.  Our groups are 
designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. 
All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge.  

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s 







 

Children’s Ministry 

Congratulations to our many incoming 3rd graders who  
received their very own Bible in church on September 13. 

 

Michael Barnett, Juliana Bays, William Compton, 
Sterling Engle, Harrison Gambin, Walker Haehnel, 

Isabelle Jeremic, Annabelle Kurylo, Elijah Lee, 
Summer Solt, Samuel Sorrentino and Noelle Torres. 

3rd Grade Bible Presentation 

 

RHUMPS is preparing for a busy October ahead. We start with our 
first event, the Fun Run on October 6 and 7. We also kick off with 
our first Dining for Dollars at the Rock & Brews in Redondo 
Beach on the 14th. 
 
Our children are busy creating adorable pumpkins, 

ghosts and happy spiders for the Open House on the 20th. Lastly, we end 
our month with the Halloween Parades on the 27th and 28th. Every year, 
the parents come up with the most creative costumes for the most  
spook-tacular Halloween! 



Youth Ministries  

Ignite Youth Ministry 

 

Ignite meets on Wednesdays Evenings  
5:30 - 6:30 pm Middle School Program 
6:30 - 7:00 pm All youth gather for dinner 
7:00 - 8:00 pm High School Program 
*Unless otherwise noted 

 
10/7 Cookie for a Cause 
10/14 Crafting for Trunk or Treat  
10/21 Paint Night  
10/28 Ignite Halloween Party* @6:30-8:00pm combined. MS/HS.     
Wear a costume and bring a friend. 

Youth Opportunities to Serve 

 

St. Luke’s Homeless Meal 
Saturday, 10/10 at 8:30am - 11:30am  
Youth will help serve a meal to those with housing or food insecurity at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Long Beach.  

 

RHUMC’s Trunk or Treat 
Friday, 10/16 Help decorate the youth trunk display and hand out candy to kids.  
Please contact Kristin@rhumc.org if you would like to help. 

 

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor 
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org 

Ministry Assistant Natalie Telyatnikov email: rhumcyouth@rhumc.org 
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org
mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org
mailto:rhumcyouth@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is October 23 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Rev. Bonnie Hawk   Associate Pastor Rev. Sunyoung Park 

Associate Pastor Rev. Kristin Sutrave     Music Director Chuck Dickerson 

3rd Service Music Paula Kuno   Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial   Children’s Ministry Dir. Debra DeLuca 

Community Life Dir. Natalie Telyatnikov   Kid Zone Director Gabby Palacios  

Treasurer Wade Welch   Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Business Manager Catherine Dingman   Custodian Miguel Portillo 

         

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank  

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi   

Web Site www.rhumc.org       

http://www.rhumc.org

