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from the pastors Bonnie Hawk 

 

“All Beginnings are Hard” is the bit of ancient rabbinic wisdom I 
was offered on the first day of seminary, by my wise Old Testament 
professor. I had just graduated college, bid farewell to all my 
friends, moved to a new state, and started over in the halls of an 
intimidating academic institution. I cannot say how much I needed 
that piece of wisdom: “all beginnings are hard.” I’ve carried it 
around in my pocket like a smooth stone ever since. Something to 
run my fingers against when we expect transitions to go faster or 
easier than they do. A reminder to have grace for myself and others 
in seasons of change. 

 
That said – this particular beginning, my time at RHUMC, has been surprisingly gentle for 
me. Now that I’m past the excruciating work of packing a woodshop into a thousand 
cardboard boxes, we are settling in nicely. But I remind myself that we are only just 
beginning, and that hard days will come. We will miss our old lives (churches, pastors). We 
will navigate different expectations. Moments of conflict and misunderstanding will happen. 
And all of that is good, and healthy, and normal. Your investment in the life of this church 
and the emotions that a change may raise, are so much more meaningful than apathy. 
 
I Love My Church Sunday, Sept 13, is the ceremonial beginning of our “school year” at 
church. I’m excited for the opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to be a part of this 
community. I’m looking forward to giving our 3rd graders their Bibles and seeing what they 
discover within its pages. Celebrations like this help us embrace the passing of time, and 
welcome in what is new. As always–comfort food helps us grieve, and process, and 
celebrate. We’ll serve food for all those reasons, and for the sheer delight of sharing food 
with our friends. 
 
Just as I’m writing this, my best friend texted me photos of my goddaughter getting on the 
bus for her first day of kindergarten. My best friend said she (the mom, not the kid) can’t 
stop crying. Alas, all beginnings are hard. But we would never stop time, and forbid our 
child from getting on that bus. We know that the only healthy way is the way forward. 
 
A final bit of wisdom comes from Father Hans Balthasar “Trust time; time is as long as 
grace. Entrust yourself to the grace of time.” 
 
Slowly now, with love. 
 
 
 
Pastor Bonnie 



 
  

  
 Recently, I had the opportunity to participate in Laundry Love, one 
of the ministries that our mission committee supports. The laundromat was 
just a seven-minute drive from my home in San Pedro, and it was a true 
joy to connect with three members of our mission committee outside of the 
church setting. When I first walked in, the sight of multiple washers and 
dryers immediately brought back memories of my first two years living in 
Torrance. Back then, my apartment complex shared a community laundry 
room that required endless quarters. Without knowing where my long-term 
residence would be, I wanted to start living in the one-bedroom apartment. 

 The San Pedro Laundry Love opened with a short worship, then we shared food 
and enjoyed fellowship. I volunteered as a “coin inserter” to get the machines running, following 
the guidance of one of the pastors who led the operation. The entire process was well-organized, 
efficiently delegated, and fast-paced, serving our neighbors over the course of about 90 minutes. 
During that short time, I witnessed firsthand the generosity of Rolling Hills UMC who provided 
detergent and covered the cost for use of the washers and dryers. This support allows our 
neighbors to redirect their limited financial resources toward essential needs like food, gas, and 
medical care. Ultimately, our giving helps our neighbors live with dignity by providing them 
with clean clothes. Everyone was greeted in warm welcome and became a part of the 
community. 

What I experienced at Laundry Love was a refreshing reminder of Methodism’s core 
values - meeting people where they are by offering practical service and a space of welcome. 
When this value was lived out in the earliest Methodist movement, risk was greater than we 
could imagine. The picture above was taken at the front gate of John Wesley’s New Room in 
Bristol, England, on a scorchingly hot summer day. Built in 1739, it is the world’s oldest 
Methodist chapel, functioning today as a vibrant heritage site, museum, community space, café, 
and place of worship. One of the most striking architectural features of the chapel is the 
complete absence of windows on the first floor. In its earliest days, the Methodist movement was 
widely misunderstood. Because early Methodists expressed God’s love in radical, 
unconventional ways - often prioritizing the marginalized - they frequently became targets of 
hostility and violent attacks. Leaving the ground floor windowless was a safety measure 
designed to prevent rioters from breaking glass or throwing stones into the sanctuary! 

Today, our challenges might look different, but I often wonder if socio-economic 
dividers are just as strong as political, racial, or cultural ones. Yet, whether it is building 
windowless brick walls in 1739 Bristol to protect a burgeoning movement, or dropping quarters 
into washing machines in 2026 San Pedro to restore human dignity, the heart of our mission 
remains unchanged. We are called to break through these dividers, risk our comfort, and ensure 
that God’s radical love is felt and seen through in the faith community, where everyone belongs. 

 
 
 

 
Pastor Sunny 

Sunyoung Park 



Navigating Through Aging: 8-Week Support Group 
 

Taking Time: South Bay and RHUMC are par tner ing 
to offer an 8-week support group to address the 
adjustments and transitions that accompany the journey of 
aging. The support group will be offered on Mondays, 
September 14-November 2, 10:00 am-11:30 am in the 
Aldersgate room. The key group goals are to foster social 
connections, review life, develop coping strategies, 
enhance independence and promote a sense of well-being, 
purpose and meaning. The group will be supervised by a 
Licensed Mental Health Professional and facilitated by 

trained and experienced volunteers. The facilitators guide the members in discussions and 
provide coordination, support, hope, education, information and referrals. 
 

RHUMC is partially sponsoring this support group. Requested donation is $50 per person per  
8-week series. Donations may be made by cash, check payable to Taking Time: South Bay or 
online at www.takingtime.org. Registration is required, please contact: 
   Claire Towle, LCSW—310-686-6714—ctowle@takingtime.org 
   Church Office—310-377-6771—churchoffice@rhumc.org 

Book Discussion 
 

Our next book discussion is on Isola by Allegra Goodman on Monday, 
October 26, led by Liz Gyor i. Choose either  in person at 2:00 pm in the 
choir room or at 7:00 pm via Zoom. How do some people survive in the 
face of unimaginable odds? Is it through strength of will, faith in God, help 
from a stranger, a stroke of luck, or some combination? What is the cost of 
their survival, and how might it ripple through generations? We’ll explore 
these questions, and more.  
 

Inspired by real-life events, Isola by Allegra Goodman tells the story of 
Marguerite de la Rocque, a young French noblewoman orphaned in childhood and left heir to a 
Périgord château. Raised by her devoted nurse Damienne and tutored alongside the pious Claire 
D’Artois, Marguerite’s long-absent guardian, the ambitious Jean-François de Roberval, returns 
to claim her fate. A King’s confidant and would-be conqueror, Roberval squanders her 
inheritance on failed voyages and ultimately compels her to accompany him on an expedition 
to New France. 
 
Goodman explores themes of guardianship and power, faith and doubt, female friendship, and 
the cost of survival. Marguerite’s voice—curious, willful, increasingly clear-eyed—anchors a 
story about a young woman who must learn to claim agency in a world arranged against her, 
where men’s ambitions, religious tensions, and the unmapped wilderness all threaten to 
consume her. Please email Liz Gyori at lizgyori5@gmail.com to indicate your plans to attend. 



September/October Wesleyan Study & Discussion 

Have you visited the Aldersgate Room, Mission Room, or  Wesley Hall on our  beautiful 
Rolling Hills UMC campus? These spaces are named in honor of John Wesley, the founder of 
the Methodist movement, and the enduring spirit of the movement that began in 18th-century 
England and later became the foundation of the United Methodist Church. 

 
Pastor Sunny invites the congregation to join her for a six-week  
Wesleyan Study & Discussion this September . The ser ies will begin 
with a PowerPoint presentation featuring highlights from her recent 
Wesley pilgrimage to England. Together, participants will explore key 
themes from Wesleyan scholar Dr. Ashley Boggan’s thought-provoking 
book, Wesleyan Vile-Tality: Reclaiming the Heart of Methodist Identity, 
through engaging discussion and reflection. 
 
Come with an open and curious mind! While not required, participants 
are encouraged to purchase a copy of Dr. Boggan’s book through 
Amazon. 
 

If you would like Pastor Sunny to purchase a copy on your behalf, or if you would like to 
RSVP, please email her at sunny@rhumc.org or call the church office at 310-377-6771  
ext. 310. 
 
Meeting Schedule 

 Tuesdays, September 15 - October 20 (six sessions) 

 10:30 am - 11:30 am in the Mission Room 

 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm via Zoom (Zoom link will be sent out to par ticipants) 

Help Keep Our Bread Ministry Growing! 
 
One of our cherished traditions at RHUMC is sharing freshly baked bread 
with those worshiping with us for the first time - a simple, meaningful way 
to offer a warm welcome and let our guests know how glad we are they’re 
here. 
 
We’re looking for a few more bakers to help us continue this special 
ministry. If you enjoy baking and would like to be part of this tradition, 
please call the church office and let us know. We’d love your help! 

https://www.amazon.com/Wesleyan-Viletality-Ashley-Boggan/dp/1791039413
mailto:sunny@rhumc.org


A New Chapter for Our Office Staff:  
Introducing the Director of Community Life 

 

Last fall, Michele Nelson stepped in as Jonathan’s Executive Assistant to help carry RHUMC 
through our pastoral transition. She has now asked to be relieved of those duties so that she can 
focus exclusively on her full-time real estate business. We are deeply grateful for the steady 
hand Michele has given us over these last several months. 
 

Michele’s transition gave Pastor Bonnie an opportunity to step back and ask a bigger question: 
how can our office staff best serve where RHUMC is today? Rather than simply refilling the 
Executive Assistant role as it existed, we’re using this moment to restructure. It’s also a chance 
to more directly address a need identified several years ago during the church’s long range 
planning session. The result is a new position: Director of Community Life. 
 

This full time role will lead our communications, walk alongside newcomers as they find their 
place at RHUMC, and help coordinate the special Sundays and community partnerships that 
make our church feel like family. We’re looking for someone warm, creative, and organized: a 
self-starter who loves connecting people to the life of the church and can tell our story well 
across digital and print channels. 
 

Here’s how the new role breaks down, and why: 
 

Communications 
The Director of Community Life will manage our website, e-blast, social media, and 
newsletters (including the Cornerstone), and take creative initiative to increase our visibility in 
the wider community. How we tell our story shapes whether our neighbors ever find their way 
to us in the first place. 
 

Membership and Engagement 
This person will manage our Planning Center database, coordinate bread delivery to first time 
worshipers, organize New Member classes, and be a regular, welcoming presence at Sunday 
worship. A warm welcome on someone’s first Sunday only matters if someone keeps walking 
alongside them after that. 
 

Sunday Worship and Special Sundays 
The Director of Community Life will help recruit and train the volunteers who serve our 
congregation each week. They will also organize and provide in person support for special 
Sunday events. These are the moments and the volunteers that shape how people experience 
RHUMC together. 
 

This is one piece of a broader look at how our office staff will be structured going forward; 
you’ll be hearing more as those pieces come together. For now, we’re excited to open the 
search for our first Director of Community Life. 
 

Know someone who’d be a great fit, or is it you? Please send a cover letter and resume to 
rhumcapplications@gmail.com. For  more information, contact either  Bonnie at 
bonnie@rhumc.org or Kathy Platnick at kasandersplatnick@gmail.com. 

mailto:rhumcapplications@gmail.com
mailto:bonnie@rhumc.org
mailto:kasandersplatnick@gmail.com




 In Memoriam 
 

 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” 

                                                                                     - John 14 

Hyunja Lee  8/16/26 

In August, we had our annual Garden Party hosted by Claire McCurry. It 
was a wonderful gathering with guests including Pastors Bonnie and Sunny. 
Thanks everyone there for your participation and the wonderful food. For 
those unable to make it we look forward to seeing you all next August for 
this really special event.  
 

September will again be a quiet month for Sister Circle. We will not meet on our regular date 
and time. Instead, we will plan to participate in the Women’s Luncheon that includes all Circles 
and Women of the RHUMC. Please join us on Saturday, September 19, at 11:30 am in the 
Mission Room. In October we will return to our regular schedule of the 2nd Thursday at  
12:30 pm, also in the Mission Room. We now have an active membership of over 30. We 
always strive to provide interesting and timely programs, and we are always delighted to 
welcome potential new members and guests. For more information, contact Jean Kinney at 
jean.e.kinney@earthlink.net or Jane Harris at harrisjane630@gmail.com. 

Time to RSVP! The Annual Women’s Potluck 
Luncheon is going to be extra special this year as 
we celebrate the 250th year anniversary of our 
nation. Not only will we be decorating in red, 
white and blue but we will have a special treat with 
entertainment by The Pennyroyal Singers led by 
Anne Destabelle. They will be performing their 
Salute to America for all of us to enjoy.  
 

So don your red, white, and blue on Saturday, September 19, at 11:30 am in the Mission 
Room and join us with your favorite potluck dish. One of the reasons for our luncheon is to 
introduce our various church groups that women may wish to join. If any group would like to 
make a short presentation let me know so we can include you in the program. 
 

Please RSVP to Marian Komori at marian.komori9@gmail.com or 310-541-8243 (home) or 
310-897-9985 (cell). Can’t wait to see all of you – Barbara Addleman baddleman@cox.net. 

Women’s Annual Potluck Luncheon – Saturday, September 19 
  - by Barbara Addleman 

mailto:marian.komori9@gmail.com
mailto:baddleman@cox.net


FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with 

Wednesdays 
September 9 & 23 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 

in the Mission Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance 
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful.  Our groups are 
designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. 
All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge.  

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s 

Katherine Parker Shared with RHUMC  
About her Life as a UMC Missionary in Nepal 

United Methodist missionary Katherine Parker met with 

30 members of the congregation on August 13. She 

focused on the culture and geography of Nepal and her 

community work with young people, women, and men. 

The Missions Committee thanks all the church members 

who attended. 

Vacation Bible Camp Families Donate Needed Laundry Supplies  
for Unhoused Members of our Community 

RHUMC Vacation Bible Camp families donated 

months of laundry soap and supplies to our Laundry 

Love team for use by unhoused people in San Pedro. 

Thank you to all the parents who supported the 

Laundry Love mission. 

Missions Committee 



Blood Pressure Sunday 
 

Blood pressure screenings will next be offered on Sunday, September 27, after each 
service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room 
and after 3rd Service in the Mission Room. 

Corazon House Build - Saturday, November 7 
 

On Saturday, 11/7/26, RHUMC will be doing another house build 
in Mexico with congregation members of Faith UMC and 
University UMC. If you’ve never built a house in one day, this is 
your opportunity to do something real that brings an awareness 
that we are all connected through our Savior. For the rest of your 
lives you will remember how you helped one family find 
security, comfort, and shelter. If you can pound a nail, paint with 
a roller brush, work side by side with others and those whose first language is not English, this 
is for you. In one day, you will have made a difference in the world. 
 

You will need a valid passport, snacks, water, sunscreen, hat, work gloves, a hammer, and most 
importantly, smiles. The Mexican community will work alongside us and provide lunch. We 
leave our vehicles near the border and take a charter bus to and from the build site. 
 

The day starts early, 6:00 am, arriving at Terra Nova Shopping Center in Chula Vista, off the  
I-8 freeway. By 6:30 am, we drive across the border and to the build site via chartered bus or if 
you wish by car (get Mexican car insurance). By 4:30 pm, we’ve blessed the house and given 
the family the keys to their new home. Then we’re ready to head home and cherish the 
memories of what we accomplished in one day. Hallelujah, Amen! 
 

You can sign up at, www.corazon.org/3575_faithumc. The bus must submit a manifest to cross 
the border and return so registration will require your valid travel document. Also, be sure to 
read, www.corazon.org/traveling_to_mexico. For more information, contact George Mercer at  
gnpmercer@gmail.com or 213-248-8310. 

Good News - Slava Ukraine Fundraising Update 
 

Thank You SO MUCH to all who have donated for the Ukraine UMC minivan project!!!  
So far, we have raised $5,269.25 toward the $16,000 total needed to purchase the van. 
($4,750.00 of that total has already been forwarded to UMCOR.) We are still actively seeking 
donations for this project. If you would like to contribute, please make your check payable to 
RHUMC with a note in the Memo Line “UMCOR: Advance #14053A for Social Aid Vehicle.” 
Our hearts go out to the people of Ukraine who are struggling through this devastating conflict. 
We know this upcoming minivan will help the Ukrainian Methodist Church meet the needs of 
their fellow Ukrainians. Once again, THANK YOU! 
 

For more information, contact Vince Budrovich - Vbudrovich@gmail.com - 310-971-3227. 

https://www.corazon.org/3575_faithumc
https://www.corazon.org/traveling_to_mexico


Taco Night 
 

Join us for Taco Night after 3rd Service on Sunday, September 27. You’ll have a 
choice of chicken, pork or veggie tacos served with rice, beans, and chips. The 
requested meal donation is $10/person, or $30 for a family of 3+. 3rd Service 
takes place every Sunday at 5:30 pm.  

Club Maintenance  

The next opportunity to participate in a regular Club Maintenance event will be on 
Saturday, September 12, at 8:30 am. Thanks to all who helped out dur ing our  
previous Club Maintenance sessions this year. Please mark the next date on your 

calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair. And please 
remember that a tasty lunch will be provided. Don McCurry will be leading the effort in 
September.  

SAVE THE DATE  
RHUMC ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER  

  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, AT 6:30 PM 

We hope you can join us for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on 
Saturday, November 21, at 6:30 pm. It will include all the delicious 
“fixings” and entertainment. Tickets are $45 for adults, $25 for 12 and 
under. Tickets go on sale starting November 1 after each worship 
service.  
  
It takes many hands to prep for the event. If you would like to 

volunteer with cooking or decorating Wesley Hall, contact Doug Kemps at 
dhkemps@gmail.com or the church office at churchoffice@rhumc.org. It will be a night filled 
with good food, camaraderie and entertainment you will not want to miss! 

 “On behalf of myself, Winnie Weisinger, and our family, I would like to thank each of our 
friends at RHUMC for their many calls, cards, visits, and prayers on the passing of our 
beloved Bill Weisinger. Your love, concern, and prayers have been a comfort to us in this 
difficult time as we grieve the passing of Bill. Thank you and God bless each of you.”  

 And from Dee Dee Whitesides, “A big thank you for your prayers and support during all of 
my hospital stays & challenges these past 8 months. I felt the love from each one of you.” 

With Gratitude... 



 

RHUMPS is busy behind the scenes in preparing for our 10-month 
school year starting on September 3, 2026 and finishing up on  
June 17, 2027. All of the classroom rugs were professionally 
cleaned on August 24 and the outdoor play yards 
and toys will get a good cleaning next! We are 
excited to meet our new families and welcome back 

our returning families. We have some new events this year and can’t wait 
to share them with you! We will be closed for Labor Day on September 7. 
Let the “new year” begin! 

 
 

KID ZONE NEWS - RHUMC After-School Program 
 
Kid Zone is an after-school program for grades TK-8th grade that offers a safe  
and healthy place for children to grow and play, allowing us to be part of your 
village and assist with the following: 
 
 

For more information, contact 
Gabby Palacios at 

Kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org 
310-377-7302 or 323-610-2253 

 Pick-Up from most Palos Verdes and 
Torrance schools, public and private 

 Assistance with homework 
 Provide a snack 
 Social and emotional growth 
 Safe, comfortable environment to 

make friends and build confidence 
 Organized games and sports 
 Art, crafts and cooking 





 

3rd Grade Bible Presentation  
 

Romans 15.4: For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope. 
 

It’s time to celebrate the tradition of presenting Bibles to our children who have completed 
2nd grade and are now beginning 3rd grade as a gift from our congregation. 
 

We would be happy to present a Bible to your child here at the church during one of our 
three worship services on Sunday, September 13. 
 

To ensure we include your child, please contact Debra DeLuca at the church office at  
(310) 377-6771 or at debra@rhumc.org. 

Children’s Ministry 

Summer is over, children have returned to school, and we are  
excited to have them join their friends and favorite teachers in  
Sunday school here at Rolling Hills United Methodist Church. 

 

Sunday school is a time for our children to learn with 
their friends about God and His word through stories, 

music, crafts, skits and games. The children are grouped 
 by age/grade level determined by their ages as of  

September 13. Hope you will join us! 
 

PreK-Kindergarten (potty trained) with Ms. Debra in room #204 
1st - 2nd grade with Ms. Natalie in room #205 
3rd - 5th grade with Ms. Stevie in room #202 

Younger children are warmly welcomed in our  
Nursery room #110 with Ms. Clara. 

 

Services are at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 5:30 pm 
Nursery care is provided at our first two services. 

mailto:debra@rhumc.org


Youth Ministries  

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor 
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org 

Ministry Assistant Natalie Telyatnikov email: rhumcyouth@rhumc.org 
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org
mailto:rhumcyouth@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is September 25 

www.rhumc.org  
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