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HoLy W EEK

MAUNDY THURSDAY / April 2

Tenebrae Service: 7:00 pm with readings and candles.

GOOD FRIDAY / April 3
Music Celebrating the
Diversity of Christian Fellowship: 7:00 pm
Presented by the RHUMC Chancel Choir.
The Choral ensemble will be accompanied by the
Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles.

EASTER WORSHIP / April 5
Morning Services: 8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:00 am with Chancel Choir
Evening Service: 5:30 pm with 3rd Service Ensemble




from the pastors Jonathan Chute

I am grateful for all the kindness and good wishes that
you all have shared over the past few weeks. I have to say that it
has weighed on both April and me for some time that we would
be announcing our retirements this year. We understood that it
would come as a surprise to many. But you have been gracious
and supportive, as the kind and caring congregation we have
known you to be over many years. So thank you!

There is much to be done over the coming months. The modest chaos in my office
will need to be taken care of before being handed over. There are lots of things I’ve
meant to do over the years that are mostly (but not completely) finished. That’s true for
all of us, I know, but I don’t want to leave them for Bonnie to reckon with. I’m sure she
will discover other things I haven’t even thought of.

I’ve got an office full of books, and a couple of thousand sermons in my files.
They will take some time to deal with. But more than that I want to be sure to provide
time to check in with as many of you as possible between now and the end of June. Of
course there will be the celebration events that are being lovingly planned. But I am glad
to find time to visit, whether at home, for lunch or coffee nearby, as seems good to you.

But I also want to be clear that many good things are coming that are a part of our
ongoing life and work. We are in Lent, so we know that Easter is coming. Our Holy
Week observances, including the Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service, and the Good
Friday concert by our choir and friends, will help prepare our minds and our spirits to
receive the good news of resurrection.

The choir will be presenting Fauré’s Requiem, as well as a piece I requested
specially, by the Argentinian composer Ariel Ramirez. It is called Misa Criolla, and it
utilizes folk tunes and harmonies from South America in a traditional setting of the
Roman mass. It was one of the first masses to be approved for celebration in a language
other than Latin after Vatican Two. More importantly, I think you will find it beautiful.

Our Staff-Parish Relations Committee continues its work on the appointment of a
new associate pastor. We hope to be able to share good news on that front by Easter
Sunday. Work continues to prepare the parsonage for Bonnie and Noah, after renting it
out for the past 22 years. We are doing all that we can to prepare the way for an excellent
and hopeful transition. But we do not want to miss the gift of the present, with which we
are blessed in this coming season.

Grace and peace,

Jonllom



April Herron

Dear Friends,

During the second session of our Lenten Bible Study, the author
(Rachel Billups) helped us to focus on what it means to have a sense
of belonging. She reported that while listening to a book by Gregory
Boyle, she had been challenged by the suggestion that
EVERYBODY belongs in God’s community of love and grace.
Rachel was agitated by this point of view, especially as she thought
of people whose words and actions seem to have nothing commendable about them. But
then she realized that we have all leaned on God’s grace to keep including us when we
have done things that we regret. It was the gospel story of Peter denying that he knew
Jesus, and then his ultimate opportunity to remain a partner in Christ’s ministry, which
helped Rachel to realize that one of God’s great gifts to us is the assurance that we belong
with God and with one another.

One of our priorities this month at RHUMC is to celebrate the joy of belonging. It is always
our goal, when people come to worship or a ministry event for the first time, to convey the
genuine message, “You are welcome. You belong here just as much as those who have
been worshipping here for years.” In some ways, belonging is informal -- it is a feeling, an
attitude, or a willingness to get involved. It is also true that a sense of belonging can be
strengthened by a formal process in which belonging is officially recognized.

In the church, those formal recognitions are called baptism, confirmation, and membership.
They all happen in the context of worship, and they all offer an opportunity to affirm faith,
receive God’s blessing, and be welcomed by the congregation. Baptism can happen at any
age. Confirmation is typically celebrated by young people who are making their own
decisions about belonging to the family of faith. The membership ritual is an opportunity
for adults to say that they are following Jesus as part of a specific church community.

The first Sunday of the month brings an opportunity for persons who are new, or still
learning about the church, to join with RHUMC pastors, staff, and members for
conversation and lunch. On Sunday, March 22, those who want to mark their sense of
belonging by becoming official members may do so at any of the three worship services.
We are glad for every opportunity to come to know one another better. We honor each
other, no matter where we are on the journey of faith.

Grateful for your companionship,



In Memoriam
Andy Miller February 6, 2026

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”

- Psalm 23

Good Friday Concert - April 3 at 7:00 pm

Plan now to join us for our annual Good Friday Service featuring music that
reflects on the Passion of Christ. The Chancel Choir will again be joined by
members of the Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles as they present
performances of music that display the diversity of Christian Fellowship, ’
including Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs by Antonio Lotti, Misa Criolla by Ariel Ramirez
(sung in Spanish), Requiem by Gabriel Fauré (sung in Latin), Laudate Dominum by Mozart
featuring our resident Soprano Abigail Whitman (sung in Latin), and Were Y ou There by our
Music Director Charles Dickerson (sung in English). The program will take place in the
sanctuary on Friday, April 3, at 7:00 pm. There is no charge or tickets for this service. But
early arrival is encouraged.

UMCOR Sunday - March 15

=€ e The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) lives out a

mission to alleviate human suffering. UMCOR provides humanitarian

- assistance in more than 80 countries when war, conflict or natural

disaster strikes. On Sunday, March 15, we will have a special offering
to help underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” Funds raised
will help UMCOR keep their promise that 100% of any gift to a
specific UMCOR project will go toward that project, not
administrative costs. Donations may be made via check made payable
to RHUMC with a notation of “UMCOR Sunday” on the memo line or via our website at
RHUMC.com by clicking on “Giving,” followed by clicking on the large RHUMC logo and
then scrolling down and clicking on UMCOR donation. Checks may be placed in the offering
plate or mailed to the church office. Thank you for your generosity.

Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 8 - 2:00 am




Celebrations of Love for Jonathan and April

The Pastor Transition Event Team is offering five gatherings
to celebrate Jonathan and April’s many years at RHUMC.

1. Concert & Confections - Saturday, May 2, 7:00 pm
@RHUMC Sanctuary and Wesley Hall
The 3rd Service Ensemble will perform a concert celebrating their 20 years
at RHUMC'! Dessert reception in Wesley Hall following the concert.

2. Trivia & Tacos - Sunday, May 31, 6:30 pm
@ RHUMC Wesley Hall
Kristin Sutrave and the Youth will provide a Trivia night game all about
Jonathan and April! The regular Taco Night dinner with all the fixings.

3. BBQ & Bye-Bye Bash - Saturday, June 13, 12:30-2:30 pm
@RHUMC Patio
The entire church family and children are welcome to an old fashioned BBQ!
Activities, games and entertainment! FUN! FAMILIES! FRIENDS!

4. Goodbye Get-Together - Friday, June 26, 6:00 pm
@ Greg & Jackie Geiger’s house
This outdoor gathering will include cocktails and appetizers.

5. Final Farewell Fiestas - Sunday, June 28, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 6:30 pm
@ RHUMC Patio and Wesley Hall
9:30 am -10:00 am Fiesta #1 - Coffee cake between morning services
11:00 am-11:30 am Fiesta #2 - More coffee cake and goodbyes
6:30 pm-7:30 pm Fiesta #3 - The regular Taco Night dinner
will also include a salad and dessert.

Newcomer Gathering and Opportunity for Membership

RHUMC is eager for you to feel at home! If you would like to learn more about our ministries
and meet others who are getting acquainted with our community of faith, please come to a
“welcome session” on Sunday, March 1, at 11:15 a.m. You’ll get a chance to visit with one
another and the pastors, take a tour, and enjoy lunch. Boxed lunches may be taken home or
served on campus. Please make a reservation by calling 310 377 6771 or sending an email to
churchoffice@rhumc.org. Those who then wish to become members of the church will have an
opportunity to do so on Sunday, March 22 - but this is not a requirement for participation. We
are glad you are here.


mailto:churchoffice@rhumc.org

March Book Discussion

On Monday, March 30, readers will gather to talk about The Correspondent The

by Virginia Evans. The story in this book is told by means of letters written Correspondent
and received by the main character. The novel is currently #1 on the New VIRGINIA EVANS

York Times best seller list, having spent 17 weeks in the top ten.
Here is a comment from someone we know and trust:

“Subtly told and finely made, The Correspondent is a portrait of a small life
expanding. Virginia Evans shows how one woman changes at a point when
change had seemed impossible. That change, like this novel, turns out to be
a cause for celebration.” - Ann Patchett

And another encouraging comment:

“For a book about grief and regret it was also properly funny. It’s an absolute triumph.” - Clare
Chambers

The in-person group will meet at 2:00 pm in the choir room. The evening group meets on Zoom
at 7 pm. Please email churchoffice@rhumc.org to convey your plans to participate.

Volunteer Opportunity - Decorating for Easter

Volunteers are invited to help decorate the
sanctuary for Easter! We will meet on Saturday
morning, April 4™, at 8:30 am. We will be raising
the large cross in the narthex and decorating the
sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to
prepare for Easter surrounded by beautiful flowers!

RHUMC MISSIONS COMMITTEE
INVITES YOU TO
Assemble Easter Baskets
For Needy Children

Missions Committee

Sunday, March 29th, after the 10:00 am service
on the patio

ALL ARE INVITED TO HELP US FILL 75 BASKETS
FOR NEEDY CHILDREN AT THE
NEW CHALLENGE MINISTRIES
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BEGINS THURSDAY
April 9, 2026
10:30'AM-12:00 Noon

TAKING TIME RHUMC -
NAVIGATING . THROUGH . LOSS ALDERSGATE ROOM

Rolling Hills UMC is hosting and sponsoring a new group for adults
who have experienced the death of a family member or close friend
within the last two years. The group will meet eight times, here at
the church, with a different theme or topic each time. Leadership
and materials will be provided by Claire Towle, LCSW, and her team
from Taking Time, a not-for-profit organization that helps people
navigate through loss. Claire is a member of our church

who leads with gentleness and grace.

Advance registration is required in order to join. To learn more, or to
communicate your interest in participating, please contact Claire by
phone 310.686.6714 or email ctowle@takingtime.org. You may also

visit the Taking Time website https://www.takingtime.org

or contact April@RHUMC.org for further information.

The group is open to participants from the church and from the
community at large. If you have a friend or neighbor who is

grieving, feel free to tell them about this opportunity.

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
ROLLING HILLS  Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH rhumc.org 310-377-6771




Sister Circle News - by Jane Harris and Jean Kinney

Sister Circle continues to grow and offer interesting speakers, timely
programs and fellowship. All are invited to attend, whether as a visitor for
a special event, or as a potential member, everyone is always welcome.

In February, we moved our meeting place to the newly renovated Mission
Room. We will continue to meet regularly on the second Thursday of each
month at 12:30 pm for what is always an uplifting and joyful 2 hours.

For the most recent meeting, Debra and Daniel Shrader were our tour guides for “Suites,
Shrines and Sea Lions: A travel adventure in dollars, yen and shipboard credit,” (Complete
with costumes). A truly memorable experience and one we thank them for tremendously.

In March, our speaker will be our own Merrietta Fong, who will share with us updates on
Braver Angels. The title will be “Braver Faith in a moment of rising conflict.” Braver Angels
calls for dignity, accountability and civic repair. As Merrietta describes it, “Our country is
more divided than ever, with too many of us isolated from those who hold different views.
This division damages our communities, disrupts our families and stops us from working
together for the common good.” This should be an interesting and very thought-provoking
presentation and as time permits, there will be an opportunity for questions and discussion.

Please join us on Thursday, March 12, at 12:30 pm in the Mission Room.

Slava Ukraine: Study/Action Group on UKkraine - by Vince Budrovich

In February, we unanimously approved our Mission Statement:

We strongly disapprove the 2022 invasion of Ukraine. Within our Rolling Hills United
Methodist Church (RHUMC) community, we shall openly discuss and proactively take actions
to support Ukraine in its existential fight for freedom. Slava Ukraine!

e Want to help us make our Mission Statement a reality?!?
e Want to creatively work with others where you can make a positive difference?
e Want to consider joining us for our next meeting?

Our next meeting will be Sunday, March 8, 6:45-7:45 pm, after 3™ Service in the Aldersgate
Room. We’ve already met in November, December, January, & February. We’ll meet on the
2" Sunday of every month at the same time - 6:45-7:45 pm. (And our meetings never exceed
an hour!)

Questions? Vince Budrovich (310) 971-3227 — Vbudrovich@gmail.com


mailto:Vbudrovich@gmail.com

Easter Lilies

The plants can be dedicated a few different
You are invited to donate

ways:
one or more Easter plants

to decorate the sanctuary D To the Glory of God
for Easter services. D In Honor of:

Please make checks
payable to RHUMC for
$20 per plant, or 2 for
$30. You may bring or
mail this form with
payment to the church.
Plants may also be

D In Memory of:

Given by:
ordered on the church _
website. The last day to Ematl
order plants is March 29.  Number of plants: Amount paid:
Thank you! Cash: Check number:




Second Sundays at Two
Sunday, March 8, at 2:00 p.m.

~ presents ~

French Violinist Belgian Pianist

AMBROISE AUBRUN STEVEN VANHAUWAERT

Second Sundays at Two Artistic Director and Steinway Artist Steven Vanhauwaert is joined
by his esteemed violinist colleague, Ambroise Aubrun. Hailed as a “marvelous

violinist” (France Musique), Ambroise has performed in leading concert halls across
Europe and North America. Hailed by the Los A ngeles Times for his “impressive clarity,
sense of structure and monster technique,” Steven has garnered a wide array of accolades,
including First Prize at the Los Angeles International Liszt Competition.

Free admission. If this is your first time attending a Second Sundays at Two concert, please
email ClassicalCrossroads@ClassicalCrossroads.org to request a reservation for
yourself and your guests. The concert will be livestreamed for those unable to attend in
person. Watch the concert at: https://vimeo.com/event/4030680.

Martha Circle - by Chellie Powell

.‘\'\A C/Q The March Martha’s Circle program will include an opportunity to get to
- C‘( know our Children’s Ministry Director, Debra DeLuca.
= ]
Meet us in the Aldersgate Room on Monday, March 9, the second Monday
of the month, at 12:00 pm, to hear Debra share what brings happiness to our
Church’s little ones. We hope you can join us.



mailto:ClassicalCrossroads@ClassicalCrossroads.org
https://vimeo.com/event/4030680

FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s

Wednesdays Lauren Mahakian
March 11 & 25
10:00-11:00 a.m.

in the Mission Room

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker
Facilitator/Educator

Certified Validation Therapy

| HCO#194700543

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Our groups are
designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline.
All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge.

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson

The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance event will be on

Saturday, March 14, at 8:30 am. Thanks to all who helped out in February

with a variety of tasks — good things were accomplished. Please mark the next
date on your calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair.
And please remember that a tasty lunch will be provided.

Taco Night

Join us for Taco Night after 3rd service on Sunday, March 29. You’ll have a
choice of chicken, beef, pork or potato tacos served with rice, beans, and chips.
The requested meal donation is $5 per person, $15 per family. 3rd service takes AR,
place every Sunday at 5:30 p.m.

Blood Pressure Sunday

NS I Blood pressure screenings will next be offered on Sunday, March 29, after each
‘/' service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room

and after 3rd service in the Mission room.
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This month we hold our Trike-A-Thon fundraiser, where the kids show
off their triking skills as they pedal around the “track.” St. Patrick’s Day
is coming up and we’ll be making special binoculars to look for

Leprechauns. We usually get outsmarted but maybe this year we’ll catch
one; wish us luck!

The preschoolers have been enjoying visits from various community
helpers for the month of February. We’ve had the police, dentist,
ambulance and fire fighters scheduled to show off their amazing
vehicles and/or learn a little about each helper. Valentine's parties
were enjoyed by all with treats and sweet notes

throughout the day.

Children’s Ministries

We would love to have your children join us for Sunday School.
Our services are at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m.

Children will remain with their family in the sanctuary through the
children’s message. After the children’s message, they will be dismissed
with our Sunday School teachers and head upstairs for learning.

Your children will learn about Jesus through stories, skits, videos, crafts,
and music. Building a solid foundation with Jesus on a life-long journey of faith.

PreK — Kindergarten (potty trained) in room #201 with Ms. Debra
1% - 2" grade in room #205 with Ms. Natalie
3. 5™ grade in room #204 with Ms. Stevie
Our nursery is open for infants and toddlers up to 3 years
of age in room #110 with Ms. Michelle and Ms. Clara
at our 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services

We can’t wait to see you! If you have any questions or would
like more information, please contact me at debra@rhumc.org.



Join us for our annual
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4th,

Hunt begins promptly at 10:00am
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
26438 Crenshaw Blvd., RHE

Meet us near the preschool gate and please bring a basket
or bag to collect your eggs. After the hunt, join us in
Wesley Hall to make crafts and meet our special guest!

A donation of candy would be appreciated and can be left
in the church office by Wednesday, April 1*. Pre-wrapped
candy small enough to fit into the large plastic eggs
we already have. No nuts or peanut products please!
Thank you for your kindness.

Sunday Worship - Nursery Care Helpers Needed

RHUMC is looking for volunteers to assist our dedicated Nursery staff
in providing safe, dependable and nurturing care to the children
birth through kindergarten. Volunteers need to provide helpful hands
and a warm heart, and interact well with the children and their families.
Experience with children is helpful but not required.

This opportunity is available at our 10:00 am service and open as a
weekly position, once a month or every other month.
As part of our dedicated commitment to our church family,
we require that all volunteers who work in Children’s Ministries
have attended RHUMC for a minimum of 6 months.

If you are interested and want to know more, please contact Debra DeLuca
at debra@rhumc.org or call 310-377-6771, ext. 306.
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Children’s Ministry

Vacation Bible Camp

It may feel like summer is months away, but we all
know that it will be here before we know it!

That’s why it’s never too early to...Save the date!
July 27 — July 31, 2026

April 6™ — Priority registration opens for
RHUMC, Kid Zone and RHUMPS families only.

April 13™ — Full registration opens for all campers.

debra@rhumc.org
310-377-6771 ext. 306

5= : .
VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES NEEDED

FOR VACATION BIBLE CAMP!

Come be a volunteer at our
Rainforest Falls Vacation Bible Camp
July 27" — July 31%, 2026

VBC, takes place in churches around the world each year and it impacts lives.
What you do matters whether it’s volunteering one day or the whole week.
But...it can’t happen without volunteers like you and me.

Contact Debra at debra@rhumc.org
or (310) 377-6771, ext. 306
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Youth Ministries

March 11- Youth Sunday Rehearsal
March 18 — Paint Night
March 25 — Escape Room

IGNITE MID-WEEK YOUTH MINISTRY

Wednesdays, 6:30pm-8:00pm in the Mission Room. ¢ ¢

Dinner will be served. e

March 4 - Parables 1/ nl .
RHUMC

YOUTH SUNDAY, MARCH 15

All youth are invited to participate in leading worship on Sunday, March 15.
Youth can read scripture, present a mini-sermon, usher, greet or pray!
Contact Kristin ASAP if you would like to be involved.

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT 2026

Spots are filling fast; submit a $250 deposit as soon as possible to
reserve a space on our service team! Our high school team will go to
Tsaile, AZ on July 25 - August 2, 2026. Contact Kristin for more
information.

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org
Natalie T. Contact: rhumcyouth@rhumc.org
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth
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Rolling Hills United Methodist Church

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

Change Service Requested

SAVE OUR
PLANETY

Senior Pastor
Y outh Ministry Pastor

Music Director
3" Service Music

Preschool Director
Church Office Admin.

Treasurer

Church Office Phone
Fax Line

Web Site

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the

e
K

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org A

Jonathan Chute
Kristin Sutrave
Chuck Dickerson
Paula Kuno
Myra Ghabrial
Peggy Roulette
Wade Welch

310-377-6771
310-544-4123

www.rhumc.org

Associate Pastor

Senior Pastor Emeritus

Organist/Pianist

Children’s Ministry Dir.

Kid Zone Director
Executive Assistant
Business Manager

Custodian

Resident Bishop
District Superintendent

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Next Cornerstone deadline is March 27
www.rhumc.org

April Herron
Martha Rowlett
Althea Waites
Debra DeLuca
Gabby Palacios
Michele Nelson
Catherine Dingman

Miguel Portillo

Dottie Escobedo-Frank

Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi
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