
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



from the pastors Jonathan Chute 

 
 Well, August was a whirlwind. Our senior high youth had an 
amazing week of work, excitement (can you say “tsunami alert”?), 
learning and growing together. That was followed by Vacation Bible 
Camp, one of the highlights of the summer for the families we served, 
and a joy and a privilege for our hard-working and extraordinary 
Children’s Ministry team. In the calm after that “storm,” the chancel 
floor got refinished, the patio power-washed and sealed, and I got away 
for a couple weeks of vacation.  
 Hannah and I drove from here to Toronto, Canada, over three 

days. We met Thyra at the airport about half an hour after her landing. We spent the next ten 
days at our cottage on Bigwind Lake, entertaining family and friends, finishing projects, and 
sleeping in a little. The water was lovely and warm on our arrival, and we had great weather 
almost the whole time. I replaced a set of steps on the north side of the screen porch, where 
moisture and mildew had turned them into something of a slip and slide – not recommended for 
stairs. We visited with Thyra’s mother a couple of times and took Hannah to the airport for her 
flight home, while Thyra and I took an extra day to drive across the northern plains and into 
Wyoming for a brief stop at Grand Teton National Park. The car held up beautifully over about 
5,000 miles of travel. And the dogs did OK as well! Thyra and I celebrate our 40th wedding 
anniversary on August 31 – as I said, August was a whirlwind.  
 But September promises even more! On September 7 we celebrate “I Love My Church” 
Sunday, with refreshments and activities prepared (once again!) by our Children’s Ministry 
team. The choir will be back in place as well, bringing energy and warmth to our worship.  
 The next Sunday, September 14, is Rolling Hills UMC’s 65th anniversary, celebrating 
the beginning of our congregation’s mission and ministry on September 18, 1960. There will be 
special music in the morning, led by the wonderful Charles Dickerson, who celebrates 20 years 
as Director of Music at Rolling Hills that same Sunday! There will also be 65th birthday 
refreshments to enjoy after each service. 
 Following 3rd service will be the first of a two-night lecture presentation by C. David 
Grant on the subject of “How We Got Our Bibles,” looking at biblical scholarship over the past 
200 years. David is professor emeritus of Religion at Texas Christian University. He was also 
one of the best teachers with whom I studied as an undergraduate at Harvard, where he 
completed his PhD. He will be with us over the weekend, and presenting the lectures on Sunday 
and Monday evenings in our sanctuary. The lectures will be the inaugural events in the lecture 
series funded by the late Betty Lukas. David is an ordained elder in the UMC as well as a gifted 
scholar, and the two evenings promise to stir and encourage our faith. 
 
 Grace and peace, 



April Herron 

Dear Friends, 
 
This summer, some of us deviated from our usual reading 
patterns in order to engage material that spoke directly to 
our human condition. 
 
After exploring “Being Mortal” with Atul Gawande, 
some readers gave attention to the medical directives and 
related legal documents that would guide their loved ones 
in the event they could not make their own medical 

decisions. Others planned their memorial services and told their family members 
where they will be able to find the necessary guidance when the time comes. 
Still others evaluated their living situation and learned about hopeful possibilities 
that might be available to them. 
 
When sharing what we learned from Lucy Jones about “The Big Ones,” we 
discovered new motivation to maintain emergency food and water supplies, 
prepare and post a packing list to be used in the event of evacuation, and sign up 
to participate in the annual ShakeOut Day (this year to be held on October 16). 
While being fascinated by the history of responses to past natural disasters, some 
readers purchased new insurance policies, some gave thanks for retrofitted 
homes, and one made note of the importance of possessing a non-electric can 
opener. We acknowledged that to be human is to be vulnerable, and also realized 
that our greatest asset might be a sense of community and connection with one 
another. 
 
These two books also invited us to consider our experience of God in relation to 
our mortality, as well as in relation to the forces and elements (earthquakes, 
eruptions, floods and fire) that shape our world. I am grateful to be part of a 
congregation full of readers with hearts and minds open to learning. 
 
We are held together in God’s grace. 



HEAR YE!  HEAR YE! 
ALL ROLLING HILLS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

IT’S FINALLY HERE! 
 
It’s hard to believe, but summer is almost over and our long awaited 
All Women’s Church Luncheon is just around the corner on 
Saturday, September  27, at 11:30 am in the beautiful new 
Mission Room. It will be a salad potluck so you know there will be 
plenty of delicious food and lots of fun for all. We are very fortunate 
to have with us Stevie Lorentzen who will deliver an inspirational 
talk and offer a prayer for our time together.  

 

Many of the established women’s groups in the church will give a brief presentation of what 
they do with an invitation to join them if it seems like something you would enjoy. There will 
also be an opportunity to meet with others who might want to start a new group that would 
better suit their needs. In general, we hope the luncheon will: 

 

 provide a time of fellowship for the women of our church to get to know each other better 

 allow all women of our church to learn about the various groups and see if they would be 
interested in joining one 

 facilitate the gathering of women together that might want to form a new group that would 
better fit their needs 

 

So please put the date on your calendar! There will be no obligation to join any group 
(although we hope you do)! We promise great food, great fellowship, and a great time! See 
you there! 

 

Barbara Addleman, Shirley Fehrman, Chellie Powell, & Marian Komori 

Please RSVP by 9/23/25 to Marian Komori and let her know what you plan to bring. 

marian.komori9@gmail.com        310-541-8243 or 310-897-9985 

The Laundry Love Team continues to need granola bars, laundry 
detergent and dryer sheets for use with homeless clients each month. 
These can be left in the Laundry Love cart in the Narthex before or after 
each Sunday service. If you have any questions about Laundry Love, contact Carla Smith at 
carla4health@gmail.com. Thank you for your continued support for our outreach to our 
community’s homeless and needy neighbors. 
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Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson 
 

The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance event will be on 
Saturday, September 13, at 8:30 am. Please mark this date on your  calendar  
and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair. And please remember that 
a tasty lunch will be provided. Questions? Contact Dave Larson at daveelarson@gmail.com. 

 

Martha Circle News - Attention Women of the Church 
 

Fall is just around the corner and we want to invite all our members and 
prospective new members to our first official meeting of the year. It will be a 
brown bag lunch on Monday, September 8, at 12:00 pm in the Aldersgate 
Room. We are looking forward to having everyone present as we will be 

finalizing our plans for the upcoming year and want to be sure to have everyone’s input. 
 

Please put the All-Women’s Luncheon on your calendar for Saturday, September 27, at  
11:30 am. It was a great success last year and will take the place of our usual October 
meeting. At our September meeting you can sign up and let us know what you will bring. 
 

Looking forward to seeing all of you on September 8! 
 

Barbara Addleman  -  baddleman@cox.net – 310-541-6472 

Blood Pressure Sunday 
 

Blood pressure screenings will next be offered on Sunday, September 28, after each 
service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room 
and after 3rd service in the Aldersgate room. 

Taco Night 
 

Taco Night will take place after 3rd service on Sunday, September 28, and we 
hope you can join us. You’ll have a choice of chicken, beef, pork or potato 
tacos served with rice, beans, and chips. The requested meal donation is $5 per 
person, $15 per family. 3rd service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 pm.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, AT 6:30 PM 
 

We hope you can join us at our annual Thanksgiving Dinner. It will include all the delicious 
“fixings” and feature the RHUMC Bell Choir led by Jan Johnson. Reservations will be limited 
to 160 people with the asking donation of $45.00 per adult and $25.00 for children twelve and 
under. Signups begin on the patio on Sunday, November 2. 
 

If you would enjoy helping with decorating Wesley Hall or cooking for the dinner, please see 
Suellen Fung or Doug Kemps, or contact Peggy in the church office to let us know. 
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FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with Dementia,  
Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s  

Wednesdays 
September 10 & 24 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 
in the Aldersgate Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia 
Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our 

experience, professional guidance and learning from others 

with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join PV News 

columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO 

of Family Connect Memory Care Lauren Mahakian at this 

community-based gathering of people that share support, tips, 

and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for 

a loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. 

All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge.  





Youth Ministries  

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor 
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org  

September Contact: youth@rhumc.org. 

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

Ignite youth Ministry 

Ignite Fall Kick Off  
Wednesday, 9/24 @ 6:30 - 8:00pm 
Youth, in 6th-12th grade, are invited to join us for dinner and fun as 
we resume our weekly youth gathering at RHUMC.  
 

Ignite meets on Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00pm (Dinner is served). 

Youth Opportunities to Serve 

Help with “I Love My Church” Celebration: Sunday, 9/7. Youth are needed to 
help facilitate “I love my church” Sunday games following the 10:00am worship 
service. Contact Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org if you would like to help.  

Youth Sunday School 

We offer a youth Sunday school class on Sundays during the 10:00am and 5:30pm 
worship services.  

While Vacation Bible Camp has come and gone we want everyone to know how thankful 
we are to everyone who helped make VBC a success. Everyone who taught, volunteered, 
decorated/undecorated, donated snacks/monetary donations and has been our foundation 
with your many prayers. It all happened because of you! Thank you!  
     – Ms. Debra & Ms. Natalie & Ms. Stevie 
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Children’s Ministry 

3rd Grade Bible Presentation  
 
Romans 15.4: For whatever was written in  

former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 

might have hope. 

 
It’s time to celebrate the tradition of presenting Bibles to our children who have 

completed 2nd grade and are now beginning 3rd grade as a gift from our congregation. 

 
We would be happy to present a Bible to your child here at the church during one of our 

three worship services on Sunday, September 7th. 

 
To ensure we include your child, please contact Debra DeLuca at the church office at 

(310) 377-6771 or at debra@rhumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us here at Rolling Hills United Methodist Church as we explore faith,  

learn about Jesus and make new friends all at the same time.  

Using Bible stories, skits, videos, crafts and music the children will  

learn God’s Word each week. 
 

Nursery care for children under 3 years of age is available in room #110 on  

our first floor with our passionate and caring staff Ms. Michelle and Ms. Clara.  

(This service is available at our 8:30 am & 10:00 a.m. worship times) 
 

Children 3 years of age (Potty trained) to Kinder are with Ms. Debra upstairs in room #201. 

Children in 1st and 2nd grade will be with Ms. Natalie upstairs in room #205. 

Children in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade will be with Ms. Stevie upstairs in room #204. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org 
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Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is September 26 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute   Associate Pastor April Herron 

Youth Ministry Pastor Kristin Sutrave     Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett 

Music Director Chuck Dickerson   Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

3rd Service Music Paula Kuno   Children’s Ministry  Dir. Debra DeLuca 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial   Kid Zone Director Gabby Palacios  

Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette   Executive Assistant Catherine Dingman 

Treasurer Wade Welch      & Finance Manager  

    Custodian Miguel Portillo 

         

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank  

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi   

Web Site www.rhumc.org       

http://www.rhumc.org

