The Cornerstone

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
310-377-6771

ROLLING HILLS June 2025

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

.t BLESSED IS THE v
- \ ‘_» . WHO TRUSTS IN-
\ y, R/ THE LORD.
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Join us Sunday, June 15™ as we celebrate Father’s Day
and recognize all the positive male figures in our lives.

Following the 1* and 2" service we will have
refreshments on the patio.

After the 3" service we will have cookies in the narthex.



from the pastors Jonathan Chute

It’s June already, yet somehow we are still in the season of
Easter. [ know it’s only for this one Sunday, but still — that seems late.
It reminds me that our monthly and yearly calendars don’t always line
up with our religious seasons. It’s June, the start of summer, even if it
isn’t officially here for a couple of weeks yet. But try telling that to the
children whose school year is coming to a close. They can almost taste
it.

One of my favorite things about summer growing up was that it
was long enough for me to get bored. Of course there was summer school. But summer school
was different. In science class we got to explore the hills and trails where we lived, and catch
snakes. I remember a couple of rounds of Vacation Bible School over the years, but that was
actually fun. The summer reading program at the local library kept our imaginations stimulated.

When we moved to Julian there wasn’t anything organized to do during the summer.
But we kids rode our bikes all over creation. Sometimes we went to see friends. Sometimes we
just went exploring. We hiked up and down nearby peaks, found abandoned gold mines and
sometimes brought home bits of history left behind a century before. My brother and I learned
to build model sailboats, which we launched into the cow pond on the farm across the road. It
was great.

But after a couple of months, what I remember was how boring everything eventually
got — even the good stuff. I wanted to go see friends who lived farther than I could ride my
bike. I wanted to wake up in the morning and catch the bus to school. I even wanted to see my
teachers! As I think about it now, [ wasn’t really bored with summer. I think I was bored with
myself. By the end of August I could hardly wait for school to start.

That only happened because summer was long enough that I could get properly bored. I
don’t think it’s like that so much around here. Our children’s lives are pretty well fully
programmed. The school year begins before Labor Day, and sports and other activities start up
well before that. Even at church there is no such thing as a “summer slump.” If anything, our
campus is even busier with preschool and Kid Zone camps keeping things hopping. Our youth
will head to Del Norte County in far northern California to take part in the Sierra Service
Project. Vacation Bible Camp is one of the highlights of the year for our Children’s Ministry.

These are all good things — even great things! But when will we have time to get bored?
I think our minds and our bodies need that. The pace of our lives is so hurried from day to day
and week to week. We have so many things calling for our attention, deadlines we have to
meet. [ get it. But I also know it’s too much. So, if you’ll allow me, I want to wish you the gift
of boredom. We could use a little of that these days.

Grace and peace,

Joebll o



Kristin Sutrave

'S Y Let’s address the growing “bump” in the room: Kristin’s
" maternity leave. This is a time of great excitement, some anxiety,
and a lot of planning!

,\\' » As of right now, I anticipate being on leave from June 23 —

w . September 23. This could change depending on if Baby Sutrave
- \ decides to make an early debut. I will be unavailable during the

ol 12 weeks of maternity leave and have an excellent team in place
while [ am away.

I 'am very grateful for the depth of our ministry team and their willingness to
provide leadership while I am away:

o Jonathan will be leading our youth service trip to Sierra Service Project
July 26-August 3.

e April will be coordinating our Congregational Care Ministry and
visitations.

e Jacob, our Youth Ministries Assistant, will be facilitating youth events
throughout the summer with the support of parents and congregation

members.

o Kathy Platnick will be receiving the Presidential Volunteer Service
Award applications in July.

e Debra DeLuca and the Sunday School teachers will be leading an
all-ages Sunday school program this summer.

I want to thank everyone for your support and patience. Feel free to let me know
any questions you may have.

Thank you for joining in this exciting time with Akshay, Baby Sutrave, and me!

%A?th



Staff Opening for Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor

The Staff Parish Relations Committee has decided to restructure some of the positions held by
our office staff. Catherine Dingman has served as both the Executive Assistant to the Senior
Pastor and as the Church’s Finance Manager for several years. The Staff Parish Relations
Committee has decided to expand the Finance Manager position to include additional
responsibilities. As a result, we are now looking for someone to fill the role of a part-time
Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor.

This position involves serving as a liaison to members of the church congregation on behalf of
the Senior Pastor and providing confidential administrative and clerical support. In addition, the
Executive Assistant spearheads external communication efforts on behalf of the church, among
other tasks.

We are looking for someone with excellent interpersonal skills who has the ability to deal with
people with sensitivity and compassion, while also maintaining pastoral confidentiality and
boundaries. Applicants should be at ease with website management and digital and social media
as well as proficient with both Apple and Microsoft Office applications. We expect the job to
require 20-25 hours per week. The hours are somewhat flexible, but this job is primarily an
in-person position and will typically require being in the office Monday through Friday. A
college degree and previous work with nonprofits is preferred. Compensation will be
commensurate with experience. If you are interested in applying, please send your resume to
rhumcapplications@gmail.com. You can also obtain a more detailed job description by
contacting the church at the same email address.

é RHUMC ) On March 4, 2025, Church World Service, the international aid

organization that supports humanitarian relief efforts around the
@‘ world, issued a statement of solidarity and support for refugees in a
" time of crisis in many lands. The United Methodist Board of Global

Ministries and Committee on Relief are among the church bodies that
Q’"S-"i""s °°""“itt95 signed the Ash Wednesday Declaration, which follows below:
“Defending Refuge. Together in Faith and rooted in love, we resolve to continue in the
centuries-old practice of Christian communities walking alongside refugees and immigrants in
their pursuit of safety and dignity. We pledge to restore and promote hospitality and welcome
to those seeking refuge—regardless of where they are from, how they pray or what language
they speak.”

“Guided by our faith, we stand together against the sweeping measures that are devastating
vulnerable families and jeopardizing their futures. These actions not only cause immediate
harm but also threaten our country’s long-term ability to welcome and support those in need.
We grieve for the families who have been torn apart, had years-long reunification plans
cancelled, have been detained and deported, have been unjustly blocked from accessing asylum
protections, and have been left without access to the basic assistance they need to thrive.”


mailto:rhumcapplications@gmail.com

SUMMER BOOK DISCUSSIONS
, N ,’..‘,‘5“

THE POWER OF PREPARATION

CHOOSE: 2:00 PM - IN PERSON or 7:00 PM - ZOOM

MONDAY, JUNE 30 MONDAY, AUGUST 25
BEING MORTAL THE BIG ONES
by ATUL GAWANDE by LUCY JONES

If we knew our time was limited, what would our priorities be? If we
wanted to minimize harm, how might we prepare? Chris Hall found
Being Mortal to be so helpful that he is giving copies of the book to
anyone who is willing to read it! The Big Ones could be equally
transformative as it considers not only scientific data but also
theological frameworks that influence how we think about disasters.

Discussions are guided by April Herron. All readers are welcome.
Please communicate your intention to participate by emailing
churchoffice@rhumc.org.

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
ROLLING HILLS  Roling Hills Estates, CA 90274

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH rhumc.org 310-377-6771




Sister Circle

In May we had a very important and informative meeting on Emergency
Preparedness. We thank Carla Smith for arranging the program with Local
EPC Members LaMar, Van Biene and Campbell. They really gave us a lot
to think about and many ways to be prepared for the unexpected. This was
a very beneficial program we highly recommend for everyone and thank
the Emergency Preparedness team for their very comprehensive presentation and resources.

In June, we will meet, as usual, on the 2™ Thursday, June 12 at 12:30 pm in the

Aldersgate room. It will be a very low-key meeting with time to visit and to share ideas. July
will be an exciting meeting with one of our own members, Claire McCurry, sharing her very
interesting skills as an Art Appraiser. Everyone is always welcome to join us and see what we
will be doing next.

Martha Circle

Q_“"\A C"?o MARTHA’S CIRCLE will meet on Monday, June 9, at

~ (“\ 12:00 pm. Come join us for our YEAR-END LUNCHEON 1

at Schezwan Chinese Restaurant in Lomita. We will share L &
luncheon entrees and good conversation with friends. You -
don’t have to be a member of our circle — all are welcome.
The cost of lunch will be shared and money collected as we finish with
fortune cookies. Schezwan Chinese Restaurant, 2107 Pacific Coast Hwy.
Corner of Oak Street and PCH. Parking in the rear.

—

Please RSVP to Sandy Jacobsen at pvpsandyj@aol.com or 310-377-5227 (home) or
310-365-3707 (text).

In Memoriam

Mari Ann McCurry 4/22/25
Carroll Whitney 5/14/25
Tami Kittiver 5/25/25
Nina Bradbury 5/29/25

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.”

- John 14


mailto:pvpsandyj@aol.com

RHUMC Music Committee
Friday, June 13 at 7:30 pm

presents

Abigail Whitman

A night of opera,
musical theater
and song

Abigail Whitman is a singer, musician and composer who will be
appearing in concert at Rolling Hills United Methodist Church on

June 13, 2025. She received her Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance
from Boston Conservatory, is a certified Alexander Technique teacher
and has her Masters in Fine Arts from California Institute of the Arts.

Abigail is planning on a program of familiar opera pieces as well as
musical theatre and more current works. She is a composer and enjoys
performing her own compositions. She is interested in exploring the arts
in activism and prioritizing music that serves as a critical commentary on
our society to be better, kinder and more inclusive.

Abigail currently teaches Alexander Technique at CalArts and also piano/
voice lessons. She performs around LA in choral groups, her duo Mystic
Elevator, and in new music premieres by up and coming composers.

FREE ADMISSION / DONATIONS APPRECIATED

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
ROLLING HILLS  Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH rhumc.org 310-377-6771




CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank

March 25, 2025

ROLLING HILLS UMC
26438 CRENSHAW BLVD
ROLLING HILLS, CA 90274

Dear ROLLING HILLS UMC,
Thank you for your generous donation to the Los Angeles Fires Recovery Fund.

Your gift will provide immediate physical and spiritual support within our church communities of
Altadena and Pacific Palisades. On January 7, 2025, the unprecedented high winds sparked blazes
which ravaged these two historic towns over the following days. The aftermath of devastation and
loss of life are heartbreaking to witness. The strength and resilience in the faith of our neighbors is
truly inspiring.

Over 100 years ago, Community UMC of Pacific Palisades was one of the original buildings which
founded the town of Pacific Palisades. Altadena UMC has been a staple in the historic African
American community of Altadena since 1880. We may have lost both church buildings and one
parsonage, but we did not lose the heart and spirit of these communities. We will support, care,
pray, and build back because of the many donors like you.

Our connectional system shows the best of us, and my heart is warmed by your gift and your
heart of giving.

Grace y paz, \
Bishop Dofifre Gecobecto “Than¥_ o
Resident Bishop of the Los Angeles Area (\\,C ‘{
President, Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops /il,(} ,\(k\'\&

967

P.O. Box 6006, Pasadena, California 91102-6006
bishop@calpacumec.org



Palos Verdes Peninsula Village

Opportunities To Connect, Learn & Thrive

Learn About the Palos Verdes Peninsula (PVP) Village
Wednesday, June 18™ at 11 AM - Noon
Aldersgate Room

Looking to meet new people, keep learning, or find
meaningful ways to help others? Join us to learn about the
PVP Village, a unique program dedicated to enhancing
the quality of life for seniors living in their own homes on
the Peninsula.

PVP Village is a dynamic group of people who have joined
together for friendship, learning, and mutual support. We
offer a variety of monthly activities and events as well as
volunteer help with things such as rides, technology support, and handyman tasks. In the
spirit of “by us, for us”, our Village is run by our members and volunteers, allowing it to
reflect the unique interests and needs of our PV
community.

As RHUMC and Village member Harriet Servis
shares, “Weve lived in PV for over 50 years, and
through the Village we 've made many ‘new’ friends.
The gatherings are both intellectually stimulating
and deeply meaningful.”

Join us on Wednesday, June 18™ at 11 AM to hear from RHUMC members who are
part of the Village and see how you can get involved—whether as a member, a

volunteer, or both! Please RSVP to Pat Sneller at villagemainoffice@gmail.com or
(310) 415-2762.



mailto:villagemainoffice@gmail.com

FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s

Lauren Mahakian

Wednesday
June 11 & 25 Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker
. 10:00-11:00 a.m. Facilitator/Educator
in the Aldersgate Room Certified Validation Therapy

| HCO#194700543

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join PV News
columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family Connect Memory
Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people that share support, tips,
and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia,
Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of
charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at churchoffice@rhumec.org or call at
310-377-6771.

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson

Saturday, June 14, at 8:30 am. Thanks to all who helped out on Saturday, May 10,

with a variety of tasks. Please mark the next date on your calendar and share in the
ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair. And please remember that a tasty lunch will
be provided.

% The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance event will be on

Taco Night - Change of Date

Our next gathering for Taco Night will be after 3rd service on Sunday, June 1,
and we hope you can join us. You’ll have a choice of chicken, beef, pork or S aneV]
potato tacos served with rice, beans, and chips. The requested meal donation is ,NJ@HT/:
$5 per person, $15 per family. 3rd service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 pm.

Blood Pressure Sunday - Change of Date

NS I Blood pressure screenings will next be offered on Sunday, June 1, after each
’/ service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room
and after 3rd service in the Aldersgate room.



Missions Committee

4 )
RHUMC
3“ Many thanks to all in the congregation who supported last month’s
/7 Hungry to Help food and hygiene supplies drive for the unhoused
i and needy people in our community. Special thanks to Debra
Missions Committee | Shrader and Kristin Sutrave for leading this successful effort!

. J

Looking for an avenue to serve? Here are some ways that RHUMC members are
serving the needy here in our own community

New Challenge Ministry Fresh Rescue Food Bank: (newchallengeministries.com)
Fresh food is packaged and given to needy clients, five days per week. Volunteers work
three-hour shifts sorting fresh produce, meat, milk, eggs, and bread provided by local
grocery stores, into large boxes and loading it into clients’ cars. There are also
opportunities to volunteer at the Palos Verdes Resale Thrift Shop in Lomita, which
provides New Challenge Ministries funding to support its feeding program. For more
information, contact Felicia McClain at fleemcclain@gmail.com.

Laundry Love: In addition to making donations of laundry soap, dryer sheets and
granola bars in the laundry cart located in the Narthex during Sunday worship services,
RHUMC volunteers provide supplies, snacks and cash at a laundromat in San Pedro
once a month, enabling unhoused persons to wash their clothes. Contact Carla Smith at
carla4health@gmail.com

Habitat for Humanity: There are opportunities to support a housing build in our
area or assemble furniture for needy families. Contact Jerry Garner at
Jgarner@jerryngarner.com.

RHUMC Youth Ministry: Our youth volunteers provide cooked meals for
unhoused persons throughout the year. If you would like to help our youth prepare one
of these meals, contact Kristin Sutrave at Kristin@rhumc.com.

Long Beach CROP Hunger Walk: Several congregants have mentioned missing
the local CROP Hunger Walk. The Los Altos United Methodist congregation in Long
Beach has invited us to participate in the 50" Anniversary Long Beach CROP Hunger
Walk on October 26. For information call Margo Berdanis at (562) 708-9174.


http://www.newchallengeministries.com
mailto:fleemcclain@gmail.com
mailto:Jgarner@jerryngarner.com
mailto:Kristin@rhumc.com

Children’s Ministry
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VACATION BIBLE CAMP

Come be a Volunteer at our Vacation Bible Camp
August 4™ — August 8", 2025

VBC, takes place in churches around the world each year and it impacts lives.
But...it can’t happen without volunteers like you and me.

Contact Debra at debra@rhumc.org
or (310) 377-6771

Vacation Bible Camp
August 4" — August 8", 2025

We still have a few spots open for children
3 years old (potty trained) through 5" grade.

debra@rhumc.org



mailto:debra@rhumc.org
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Congratulations to our Confirmation Class of 2025

[
1

Another preschool year has flown by. We are currently in our
dinosaur unit discovering fossils in the sand, erupting volcanoes,
eating fresh "plants" (salads) along with fun activities and
educational worksheets. We are wrapping up with our 4-year-old
graduation ceremonies to be held on both Monday (June 2nd) and
Tuesday (June 3rd) at 6:30 PM.

We have 62 children graduating from our 4-year-old programs and the
Bridge class. We are so proud of all of their accomplishments over this
past year. We are so happy that some of our graduates will return in the
fall for our Bridge program. For all those moving on to elementary
school, we wish you all the best of everything and will miss you! Great
Job RHUMPS Graduates! You make us soooo proud!




Youth Ministries

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES & YOUTH EVENTS
Youth Council Monday, June 9 @ 7:00 - 8:00pm at RHUMC in the Conference Room.

Hungry to Help Homeless Meal Saturday, June 21 from 9:00am-11:00am youth and
adult volunteers will help cook a meal in RHUMC s kitchen that will be delivered by
Hungry to Help in local encampment. Please contact Kristin@rhumc.org if you would like
to help.

SSP Bake Sale Sunday, June 22 youth will bake and sell sweet treats after each
worship service to help fund their trip to SSP!

Astronomy Night Wednesday June 25 @ 8:30 - 9:30pm at RHUMC on the church patio
led by Mark Roulette.

BBQ and Games Sunday June 29 @ 12:00 - 2:00pm at Alta Loma Park 26126 Delos Dr.
Torrance, CA 90505.

IGNITE: MID-WEEK MINISTRY

Ignite is now on summer break until our fall kick off in September.
Join us for fun social events and service opportunities throughout the summer.

PRESIDENT’'S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD
Applications for PVSA are due by July 15, 2025. Community service
hours earned between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025 will count towards
this year’s award. There will be an award ceremony in October to present
the youth with their certificates and pins. Please contact Kathy Platnick
kasandersplatnick@gmail.com with any questions.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday school is offered on Sundays during the worship services. We will be gathering in
rotation style classes with all ages combined to engage in Bible study, activities, and cooking
in the kitchen!

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org

Jacob Grijalva, Youth Ministries Assistant
Cell phone: 661-557-4777 Email: Jacob@rhumc.org

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth


mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org
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Children’s Ministries

Summer Sunday School!

B8 Summer is here and that means we are starting our Summer Sunday
' School rotations June 1*. Classes are offered at our 8:30 am,

10:00 am, and 5:30 pm church services but will be in a different

location than our upstairs classrooms!

Children ages 3 years through 5" grade will leave the church with
their Sunday School teachers after the children’s sermon. They will
walk across the patio to Wesley Hall and spend equal time in the
following areas:

Mission Room — Bible story and/or skit

Wesley Hall — Craft and/or game

Kitchen — Cooking and/or snack related to that week’s Bible lesson. (If your child has any
food allergies, please be sure to let us know so, we can plan accordingly.)

We are looking forward to spending the summer together with your child and learning more
about God and His love for all of us.

Kid Zone
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Kid Zone Closed JUNE 6th
| | Kid Zone Closed JUNE 19th

Summer Camp June 9th - August 1st

For more information: kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org
310) 377-7302 Gabby Palacios
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Change Service Requested

SAVE OUR
PLANETY

Senior Pastor
Y outh Ministry Pastor

Music Director
3" Service Music

Preschool Director
Church Office Admin.

Treasurer

Church Office Phone
Fax Line

Web Site

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the

e
K

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org A

Jonathan Chute
Kristin Sutrave
Chuck Dickerson
Paula Kuno
Myra Ghabrial
Peggy Roulette
Wade Welch

310-377-6771
310-544-4123

www.rhumc.org

Associate Pastor

Senior Pastor Emeritus

Organist/Pianist

Children’s Ministry Dir.

Kid Zone Director
Executive Assistant
& Finance Manager

Custodian

Resident Bishop
District Superintendent

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday — Friday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Next Cornerstone deadline is June 27
www.rhumc.org

April Herron
Martha Rowlett

Althea Waites
Debra DelLuca
Gabby Palacios

Catherine Dingman

Miguel Portillo

Dottie Escobedo-Frank

Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi
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