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ROLLING HILLS April 2025

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HoLy WEEK

MAUNDY THURSDAY / April 17

Tenebrae Service: 7:00 pm with readings and candles.

GOOD FRIDAY / April 18
Music Celebrating the Passion of Christ: 7:00 pm
“Eternal Light” by Howard Goodall
Presented by the RHUMC Chancel Choir.
The Choral ensemble will be accompanied by the
Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles.

EASTER WORSHIP / April 20
Morning Services: 8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:00 am with Chancel Choir
Evening Service: 5:30 pm with 3rd Service Ensemble




from the pastors Jonathan Chute

Ash Wednesday had new meaning for me this year. I was
away from my church family for the beginning of Lent for the first
time in nearly fifty years. I was on the other side of the world, in a
place where ashes are a regular feature of everyday life. Thyra and I
were in Varanasi, the city along the Ganges where devout Hindus go
both to wash along its banks and to immerse the ashes of loved ones
in its flowing waters. Just the night before we were on the river itself
as something like a dozen funeral pyres were burning on the shore.
The air was thick and it seemed as though ash was everywhere. Each
of us lit olive oil prayer candles and set them adrift on the water, in gestures of remembrance
and gratitude for loved ones gone from among us.

Since our return I’ve taken part in memorial services for two dear friends. I can’t help
but reflect on the wide variance in the ways we human beings have marked the end of life
and sought to honor the memories of those who’ve gone before us. Though what we saw in
Varanasi was unlike anything we’d experienced before, the sense of dignity and purpose was
as present there as with services I’ve helped lead. It was both overwhelming and humbling to
be immersed in such a different, but equally beautiful, process of grief and gratitude.

At some point I will try to put together thoughts and photos from our trip to India. At
the moment Thyra and I haven’t even had time to look at them, let alone process what we
saw and did. Varanasi was just one of the places we visited, but it is rich with history. It is
one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, dating back to 1000 B.C.E. It is
where the Buddha preached his first sermon. India’s silk weaving industry is based there,
with shops still using wooden looms over 200 years old. It was chaotic and unforgettable,
even through the haze of persistent jet lag.

I wonder how the disciples felt as they entered Jerusalem and moved through the
days we now call Holy Week. They experienced expectation and hope, resistance and
opposition, devastation, defeat and utter despair. In different moments they were surrounded
by excited crowds, witnessed generosity and courage, experienced closeness and
community, and then cowardice and fear, terror and grief as they witnessed the execution of
their teacher and friend. It is impossible to imagine how they could move through such
drastic and different experiences in the course of one short week.

There are times when life seems to come at us with more than we know what to do
with. Whether it is news from around the world, from across the country, or as close as our
own family, we find ourselves at a loss. Yes, Easter is coming. But I don’t want to forget
how it came to those who first learned the news. It was shocking. It was unbelievable. It
shook them. And then it gave them new life.

Grace and peace,

Jorall o



April Herron

Dear Friends -

f I recently experienced the convergence of a book discussion theme I
y sclected and a Bible study theme chosen by Pastor James Howell, the
.| writer of our Lenten Study. The fifth chapter of the Bible study was

J;| about “home” — Jesus’ home, our home, the potential blessings and

i difficulties of home, and our ultimate opportunity to be at home with
% God. “Home” has also been the theme of our monthly book

—= discussions so far in 2025. So it happened that on two consecutive

days, with two different (but overlapping) groups, I found myself engaged in conversation

about what makes us feel at home, how we find our heart’s true home, what happens when a

home is damaged or lost, and how we might resist or embrace a new home.

The Bible study helped us trace how Jesus experienced different homes - and homelessness -
in his life on earth. Matthew’s gospel reports Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, the need for his
parents to flee with him to Egypt as refugees from Herod’s wrath, and his family’s move to
Nazareth upon their return. The four gospels agree that Jesus’ childhood home was Nazareth.
As an adult, he moved to Capernaum. But eventually his life became so itinerant that he
himself described it by saying, “the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 8:58).
James Howell, the author of the study, points out that sometimes God calls us to leave our
home to pursue God’s purposes. Howell suggests that maybe we need to think of “home” as
“wherever God is present and wherever God is loved.”

During Holy Week, we will remember that Jesus borrowed a room in which to gather with
his disciples and share the Passover meal. We will remember how he said, “This is my body,
which is given for you,” as he broke unleavened bread and shared it around the table

(Luke 22:19). As Jesus faces crucifixion, we can call to mind the words he used to prepare
his disciples about what was to come: “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am,
there you may be also” (John 14:2). Among the good gifts we celebrate at Easter is that “we
have a home not made with hands but eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).

Many participants in the two days of discussion affirmed that church is a place where they

experience the qualities of a loving and joyful home. The door is open; there is a place for
you!



April 28 Book Discussion: The Glassmaker by Tracy Chevalier

“The Glassmaker” by Tracy Chevalier will help us conclude our
THE series of novels in which the theme of “home” is prevalent. Set
on the island of Murano and in the city of Venice, the book

C i A S S reveals how a home can change over the course of several
) Ban W hundred years. One reviewer called it, “truly remarkable and
") richly enjoyable.” Several publications honored the narrative as a

M 16\ K E R “Best Historical Novel” of 2024, a book of the month, and a
2 W highly anticipated publication.

TRACY. RHUMC’s conversation about the book will take place on

il Monday, April 28. The in-person gathering will be at 2:00 pm

(O AVIAV MU BIXER in the Aldersgate Room and the Zoom group will meet at
VR SO /00 pm. April Herron guides the discussion. All readers are

welcome. Please email April@rhumc.org to communicate your
plans to participate.

Legfye {

< ¢

Good Friday Concert - April 18

Please plan to attend our Annual Good Friday Concert

at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, April 18 in the Sanctuary, featuring
the Chancel Choir and the Inner City Youth Orchestra of
Los Angeles performing Eternal Light by Howard Goodall.

Volunteer Opportunity - by Chris Larson

Volunteers are invited to help decorate the
sanctuary for Easter! We will meet on Saturday
morning, April 19, at 8:30 am. We will be
raising the large cross in the narthex and decorating
the sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to
prepare for Easter surrounded by beautiful flowers!
There will be donuts!



mailto:April@rhumc.org

BIBLE STUDY

WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT
WEBEILENE

A Quick Study
About Being
United Methodist

S0 QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UMC

Laceye C. Warner

Fifty questions are posed and answered in this small book.
Each answer fits more or less onto one page. Thus, the book
provides a good review for those who are longtime
members and a good introduction to those who are new to
the United Methodist Church. Class sessions will last one
hour. The book is available for $10 in the church office.
Please email churchoffice@rhumc.org to indicate your plans
to participate. The class is facilitated by April Herron.

ON MONDAYS CHOOSE:

MAY 5: WHO WE ARE 10:30 am in person

MAY 12: WHAT WE BELIEVE in the Aldersgate Room

or

MAY 19: WHAT WE DO 7:00 pm on Zoom

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
lg\?ﬁ‘;g—;}!#{ g)l s]T_[C IH%RLC§ Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
rhumc.org 310-377-6771




Missions Committee News

Hungry to Help Drive for Homeless Coming in May

Throughout May the Missions Committee and Youth Ministry will be

collecting hygiene items and food for our partner Hungry to Help. Hungry

W to Help serves homeless and low-income people in San Pedro, providing

health care screening and meals on a regular basis. To help these

volunteers, who are mostly medical students, serve the community, we can

provide some of the physical needs for their clients through our May drive.
Hungry to Help Founder Ana Ahmad, former RHUMC Y outh, will describe their work to the
congregation during the worship services on April 27.

Items needed:

Hygiene — washcloths, towels, hand sanitizer, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, body wash,
shampoo and conditioner, wipes, socks/underwear, razors, and feminine hygiene products.
Food — supplies for their food pantry such as canned tuna, canned chicken, canned vegetables,
beans, chili, etc.

Items will be collected in the Narthex every Sunday in May. Financial donations are also
welcome. You can write a check to RHUMC, with Hungry to Help in the memo line.
We have a tradition of generosity with this annual drive, and we look forward to your
participation. If you have any questions, contact Debra Shrader, teach2play@gmail.com.

laundry love.

Laundry Love continues to collect laundry detergent and dryer sheets for use with
homeless clients each month. These can be left in the Laundry Love cart in the Narthex
before or after each Sunday service. If you have any questions about Laundry Love, contact
Carla Smith at carla4health@gmail.com.

Sister Circle - Special Event - All Are Welcome

As a follow up to Tony Moretti’s inspirational presentation on his book
Team Vince, we are looking forward to welcoming Brenda Ramirez from
the California Southland Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association to our
monthly Sister Circle meeting on Thursday, April 10™ at 12:30 p.m.
Brenda will present the 10 Waming Signs of Alzheimer’s — What to Watch
for in Yourself and Others. This meeting is open to anyone interested in
learning more about Alzheimer’s. Please let us know if you plan to attend so we can prepare
adequate space and refreshments. You can text Jean Kinney at 310-961-0723 or email,
jkinney1940@gmail.com with your intentions to attend. We hope you can join us!
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Easter Lilies

You are invited to donate

one or more Easter plants
to decorate the sanctuary
for Easter services.

Please make checks
payable to RHUMC for
$20 per plant, or 2 for
$30. You may bring or
mail this form with
payment to the church.
Plants may also be
ordered on the church
website. The last day to
order plants is April 13.
Thank you!

The plants can be dedicated a few different
ways:

D To the Glory of God

D In Honor of:

D In Memory of:

Given by:

Email:

Number of plants: _____ Amount paid:
Cash: Check number:




FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s

Lauren Mahakian

Wednesday

April 9 & 30 Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker
- 10:00-11:00 a.m. Facilitator/Educator
in the Aldersgate Room Certified Validation Therapy

| HCO#194700543

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join PV News
columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family Connect Memory
Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people that share support, tips,
and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia,
Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of
charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at churchoffice@rhumec.org or call at
310-377-6771.

Martha Circle - Featuring Bob Chamberlin

<WA C/p Martha Circle will next meet on Monday, April 14, at 12:00 noon in the
"y < | Aldersgate Room. The program will feature our Bob Chamberlin, who will
3| ™ share his favorite photos and background stories about them. You might
recognize the scenes, the places and the people. All are welcome to come and
enjoy his program. Please bring a brown bag lunch. Hope to see you there!

Taco Night
N\

Join us for Taco Night after 3rd service on Sunday, April 27. You’ll have a A (‘ ‘

choice of chicken or pork tacos served with rice, beans, and chips. The = Nm —
requested meal donation is $5 per person, $15 per family. 3rd service takes 774y ,MT/—
place every Sunday at 5:30 pm.

-

1

Blood Pressure Sundays

service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room

N ' Blood pressure screenings are offered on the last Sunday of every month after each
J and after 3rd service in the Aldersgate room.



Second Sundays at Two
Sunday, April 13 at 2:00 p.m.

~ presents ~

USC THORNTON CHAMBER VIRTUOSI

playing Florence Price’s Piano Quintet

The USC Thornton Chamber Virtuosi, the premier chamber music ensemble at the USC

Thornton School of Music, features USC students performing alongside distinguished
faculty members, violinist Lina Bahn (right) and cellist Seth Parker Woods (center). The
photo above is from last year, when the ensemble performed at The Phillips Collection in
Washington, D.C., with Cameron Akioka from the RHUMC family as the featured pianist.
Sunday’s concert will feature newly selected students.

If this is your first time attending a Second Sundays at Two concert, please email
ClassicalCrossroads@ClassicalCrossroads.org to request a reservation for yourself
and your guests. The concert will be livestreamed for those who are unable to attend in
person. Watch at concert time at https://vimeo.com/event/4030680.

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson

Saturday, April 12, at 8:30 am. Our principal activity on Saturday will be the
erection of the Palm Arch for the Sunday services. There will be other tasks to work
on as well. On Monday the 14th we will dissemble the palm arch. Then, on April 19th
we will hang the cross in the Narthex (already decorated with artificial flowers and greenery
from last year). And again, on April 28th we will take the cross down. Please mark these dates
on your calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair. And
please remember that a tasty lunch will be provided on the 19th.

% The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance event will be on
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RHUMC Hearing Aid News

There’s exciting news for our church friends who wear hearing aids. Our church is providing
new technology to offer a better audio experience for people who wear hearing aids. RHUMC
is installing live stream devices for the various hearing aid brands so that the sounds will go
from the church sound system directly to your brand of hearing aid. Dr. Ian Gerszewski, a local
audiologist from South Bay Hearing, is assisting with implementing the new live stream
system.

If you are interested in this new hearing aid project, and have not already done so, please fill
out a hearing aid survey form on the narthex table. Contact the church office for further
assistance at 310-377-6771 or churchoffice@rhumc.org. Sue Thompson will be happy to
answer your questions about the new live stream system.

Here’s what Kelly Graves had to say who has already paired her hearing aids with the new
system: “Was I glad I attended the hearing aid meeting for my brand and am so pleased with
the outcome! Audiologist Dr. Ian Gerszewski patiently showed me how to open my cell phone
to activate the sound. He answered many questions and watched while I practiced. It was easy
and not at all stressful. What a thrill it was to use this technology during church service and to
be able to hear everybody, even those voices that were soft and higher pitched! I am grateful to
Gary and Sue Thompson for sponsoring this live stream project and to Dr. Gerszewski for his
expertise. Thanks to our own Mel, who assists in its implementation and joins the cheering,
happy church members.”

Student Piano Recital

You are invited to attend a Piano Recital on Saturday, May 3, at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary.
Students of Beth Howell, ages 6 to 16, will be playing classical and popular music for the
enjoyment of all attending. Please join us!

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool Fundraiser
Tuesday, April 15 - Available from 9:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

20% of the proceeds will be

Panda Express donated to RHUMPS.
3737 Pacific Coast Hwy Indicate RHUMPS when
Torrance, CA 90505 . . . .
310-378-1878 ordering so credit Online Orders:

will be given. pandaexpress.com



Youth Sunday 2025
Thanks for your leadership!

Kid Zone Camps

SPRING BREAK CAMP: APRIL 8-10
KID ZONE CLOSED: APRIL 7 & 11
SUMMER CAMP: JUNE 9 to AUGUST 8

Available for children in grades TK - 8th grade /
Contact Gabby Palacios for more information at t(ID EONE
Kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org
310-377-7302 or 323-610-2253



Children’s Ministry
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VACATION BIBLE CAMP

Come be a volunteer at our Vacation Bible Camp
August 4™ — August 8", 2025

VBC, takes place in churches around the world each year and it impacts lives.
But...it can’t happen without volunteers like you and me.

Contact Debra at debra@rhumc.org
or (310) 377-6771 so she can meet with you to find out
your talents and how they can be used at Vacation Bible Camp
to bring joy to the children we serve!

Vacation Bible Camp

It may feel like summer is months away, but we all
know that it will be here before we know it!

That’s why it's never too early to...Save the date!
August 4™ — August 8", 2025

April 7" — Priority registration opens for RHUMC,
Kid Zone and RHUMPS families.

April 14™ — Full registration opens for all campers.

debra@rhumc.org
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Saturday, April 19th - Hunt begins at 10:00 am
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church

A donation of prepackaged candy or small toys would be greatly
appreciated and can be left in the church office by Wednesday, April 16th.
No nuts or peanut products please!

Thank you!

Please bring a basket or bag to collect your eggs.

Join us in Wesley Hall after the hunt to make crafts.

&

Vacation Bible Camp Science Instructor Needed!

Looking for a science instructor for our Vacation Bible
Camp who would lead engaging prewritten
science-themed activities for children
incorporating our biblical story each day.

The lessons for our elementary children will demonstrate
how science can reveal God’s creation and truths
in a fun and loving environment.

Vacation Bible Camp is Monday, August 4™ through Friday, August 8" and we need you!

Please contact Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org if you are interested.
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Youth Ministries

Ignite Mid -Week Youth Ministry

April 2 - “Team Work” 6:30pm-8:00pm Dinner will be served.

April 9 - Dinner with Friends, 6:30-7:30pm Meet us in front of

the Chipotle at Pen Center (4C Peninsula Center, Rolling Hills

\ Estates, CA 90274). Please let Kristin know if you plan to join us!
, April 16 - Holy Week 101 6:30-8:00pm Dinner will be served.

BHUMOC  April 23 - Bibie Geocaching 6:30-8:00pm Dinner will be served.

April 30 - Hot Topic night 6:30-8:00pm Dinner will be served.

Service Opportunity: Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 19 from 9:00-10:30am Help the Children’s Ministry team host our
annual Easter Egg Hunt. Youth are needed to help hide eggs and facilitate crafts during the
event. Please contact Debra DelLuca at debra@rhumc.org if you would like to volunteer.

Sierra Service Project 2025

Spots are filling fast; submit a $200 deposit as soon as possible
to reserve a space on our service team! Our high school team
will go to Del Norte County, CA on July 26 - August 3, 2025.
Contact Kristin@rhumc.org for more information.

SSP Donation Board
. ?3
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The youth would like to thank the entire congregation
& for their generous support of this summer’s Sierra

i Service Project trip. Our donation board was completely
£ revealed and the picture is on display in the Children and
Youth Ministries office window.

-
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Kristin Sutrave, Director of Youth Ministries, Kristin@rhumc.org

Stay connected on social media
S S r Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth
FSJ’} r, 7 B Text Reminders: send keyword “RHUMCyouth” to 33222
D @ A S \Ih.._%
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Children’s Ministries

GOD'S LOVE
NEVER FAILS.

We would love to have your children join us for Sunday School.
Our services are at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m.

Children will remain with their family in the sanctuary through the
children’s message. After the children’s message, they will be dismissed
with our Sunday School teachers and head upstairs for learning and fun.

Your children will learn about Jesus through stories, skits, videos, crafts,
and music. Building a solid foundation with Jesus on a life-long journey of faith.

PreK — Kindergarten (potty trained) in room #201 with Ms. Debra
1 - 2" grade in room #2035 with Ms. Natalie
3. 5™ grade in room #204 with Ms. Stevie
Our nursery is open for infants and toddlers up to 3 years
of age in room #110 with Ms. Michelle and Ms. Clara
at our 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services

We can’t wait to see you! If you have any questions or would
like more information, please contact me at debra@rhumc.org.



Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
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Change Service Requested

SAVEOUR
PLANET!

Senior Pastor
Y outh Ministry Pastor

Music Director
3" Service Music

Preschool Director
Church Office Admin.

Treasurer

Church Office Phone
Fax Line

Web Site

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the

e

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org A

Jonathan Chute
Kristin Sutrave
Chuck Dickerson
Paula Kuno
Myra Ghabrial
Peggy Roulette
Wade Welch

310-377-6771
310-544-4123
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Senior Pastor Emeritus

Organist/Pianist

Children’s Ministry Dir.

Kid Zone Director
Executive Assistant
& Finance Manager

Custodian

Resident Bishop
District Superintendent

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday — Friday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Next Cornerstone deadline is April 25
www.rhumc.org
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Debra DelLuca
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Catherine Dingman

Miguel Portillo

Dottie Escobedo-Frank

Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi
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