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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

On Sunday, February 16, we will
celebrate those in our church family who
have been or were married for 50 years
or more. We would like to present a
video of wedding photos to be shown in
the narthex and appended to the on-line

YouTube recording. No need to resend
your wedding photo again if you have already done so in the past. Those
new to reach this milestone, please consider forwarding a copy of your
wedding photo by either forwarding a scanned copy or use your phone
camera to take a photo of your wedding picture and send via email to
churchoffice@rhumc.org. We can also scan your actual wedding photo
for you if brought to the church office weekdays between 10:00-4:00 p.m.
Be sure to let us know your name and wedding date.

Submissions must be received by Monday, February 10, to o )
be included in the video. Thanks for your participation and £
congratulations! Vol



from the pastors Jonathan Chute

A couple of weeks ago I saw a comment about the new
year — “I would like to cancel my subscription to 2025. I’ve
experienced the free 10 day trial and am no longer interested!”
From devastating fires in Los Angeles to sub-freezing
temperatures and snow in New Orleans, the new year is off to a
tumultuous start.

Of course it is helpful to remember, even in the midst of
our genuine distress, that this is not the worst it’s ever been. The human family has seen
disasters far worse than these, and our nation has experienced political division far deeper
than our present frictions. I don’t mean to dismiss the sense of anxiousness that many are
experiencing. After the fires I heard more than one person say that the sound of a fire
engine in their neighborhood kept them awake all night. Our hearts are moved by the
losses which friends and family are facing in the aftermath.

I want to express my gratitude for the spirit of compassion and community which
you have shown in this difficult season. Going back to last fall, with the terrible flooding
in North Carolina and Georgia, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, and now in this new
year with the Palisades and Altadena fires, you have responded generously and
wholeheartedly. Gift cards, drinking water, and the dollars needed to help people rebuild
their homes and communities, and restore a sense of dignity for their lives, have come in
from all corners. So far, more than $25,000 has been contributed toward fire relief — not
counting the many other donations.

I have been in close touch with my colleague in Pacific Palisades, John Shaver, as
he looks to help restore a sense of community among those who have lost so much. Amy
Aitken, senior pastor at Pasadena First UMC, has welcomed the Jewish community to use
their sanctuary for worship, since the Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center burned to the
ground as well. In the midst of such destruction and devastation, our yearning for
connection and our need to share compassion have grown even stronger.

As we move together through these coming days, let us give thanks for the calling
of God, who walks with us even through the darkest valleys, and seeks to lead us into the
light of love and peace. May you be strengthened and encouraged by one another, and
may our spirits rise to the needs of the hour. Thank you for all that you do and all that you
are.

Grace and peace,

Joall



April Herron

Dear Friends:

8l At the end of January, in his sermon on Luke 4:14-21, Jonathan
" helped us to take note of the moment when Jesus announced that the
“4s| words of the prophet Isaiah were coming true right then, right there.
4 Jesus, using Isaiah’s words, said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
8l because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. God has
S| sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor.” As he came to Nazareth, and read scripture in the synagogue, Jesus
proclaimed that he was engaged, that very day, in fulfilling God’s purposes.

In our own lives, January has the potential to be a time when we bring renewed focus to
what God might be wanting to do in and for the world through us. Sometimes we make
resolutions, or strive to establish new habits, or take up an activity for the first time, or
embark on a form of service that is new to us. We may be energized, resolute, and
purposeful. And then, rather quickly, it is February. It’s possible that we may already be
encountering some difficulty in realizing our plans.

Early February finds us hearing the continuation of the story of Jesus in Nazareth. Once
Jesus has announced “the year of the Lord’s favor,” the first reaction of the townspeople
1s to comment with amazement at the gracious words Jesus is speaking. But it isn’t long
before things start devolving. The people are possibly surprised that the kid they knew as
“Joseph’s son” has returned with such a striking message. Before long, they are so
offended by what Jesus is saying that they try to throw him off a cliff.

If you ran into obstacles in January and had experiences that differed from what you had
hoped, take heart. Jesus also walked a road that included both highlights and difficult
challenges. Even so, he ‘passed through the midst of them and went on his way.” As the
year goes along, even if we have setbacks, we too can keep following the way that God
has invited and encouraged us to pursue. God has not given up on the mission to bring
good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, and free the oppressed. God is
still at hand, helping us see what needs to be seen and embrace the reality of God’s grace.

May the Spirit of the Lord be upon us.



Altar Guild Opportunity

Do you like to spend time in a place of peace &
beauty? Do you like a sense of order?

The RHUMC Altar Guild is a group of men and
women who serve God by preparing and tending
the place in which we worship. Altar Guild work
goes on behind the scenes, usually on Saturday
mornings. They are responsible for creating the
familiar scene in the church that worshippers
expect to see at Sunday services. Altar Guild
members generally serve one month a year, and it takes about an hour per weekend.

Have you considered joining the Altar Guild? Here are some reasons God may be calling you to
this ministry:

e You will be joining a host of other individuals who week by week create our services of
worship, including choir members, acolytes, liturgists, ushers, and communion stewards. As
part of Altar Guild, you will be making a valuable offering to our community’s worship life.

e You will grow spiritually. Members of the Altar Guild find this work to be a true ministry
of devotion and prayer.

If you would like to learn more about this ministry to see if it is something you might have fun
doing, email or call Chris Larson at chrislarsonthumc@gmail.com or 310-738-3909.

Thank you Bishop
Dottie Escobedo-Frank
for visiting and
worshiping with us
here at RHUMC.




BEGINS THURSDAY
February 6, 2025
10:30 AM-12:00 Noon

TAKING TIME RHUMC -
UINTTRIIITNNEE AL DERSGATE ROOM

Rolling Hills UMC is hosting and sponsoring a new group for adults
who have experienced the death of a family member or close friend
within the last two years. The group will meet eight times, here at
the church, with a different theme or topic each time. Leadership
and materials will be provided by Claire Towle, LCSW, and her team
from Taking Time, a not-for-profit organization that helps people
navigate through loss. Claire is a member of our church

who leads with gentleness and grace.

Advance registration is required in order to join. To learn more, or to
communicate your interest in participating, please contact Claire by
phone 310.686.6714 or email ctowle@takingtime.org. You may also

visit the Taking Time website https://www.takingtime.org

or contact April@RHUMC.org for further information.

The group is open to participants from the church and from the
community at large. If you have a friend or neighbor who is

grieving, feel free to tell them about this opportunity.

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
ROLLING HILLS  Roliing Hills Estates, CA 90274

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
rhumc.org




Dawn Unity Group

Dawn Unity Group’s Interfaith Discovery Series will present its final panel on
’a Tuesday, February 11 in our sanctuary at 7:30 pm followed by light
o—— refreshments. “My Religion in Fifty Years” is the topic of discussion. The

panelists are Jonathan Chute, RHUMC; Prof. Amir Hussain, Loyola
Marymount University; Rabbi Cantor Sam Radwine, Academy for Jewish Religion; and Father
Alexei Smith, Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Bob Rothman will be the moderator. Gazing into
the future seems an appropriate way to end the interfaith journey. Much has changed in our
lifetimes, and the pressure for reform is ever present. So what does the future look like to our
knowledgeable, experienced experts? After all, as a wise man once observed, it is difficult to
predict the future because it hasn’t happened yet. We hope you can join us. The Dawn Clergy
will continue to write their bi-weekly columns for the Peninsula News.

Martha Circle

VA C
Sy

To start the year, Martha Circle is meeting on Monday, February 10 at >
12:00 noon in the Choir Room. The meeting will feature Chris and Dave Sv \\]
Larson’s trip to Iceland. Lunch will be provided by Martha Circle and we
would like to invite Sister Circle and any other interested ladies to join us.

Please let us know if you plan to come...you may address any Inquiries to Marian Komori
(310-541-8243), marian.komori9@gmail.com or Edith Utterberg (310-265-2209),
eutterberg@aol.com. We look forward to seeing you!

Blood Pressure Sundays

service. The morning screenings will be held in the church office conference room

el I Blood pressure screenings are offered on the last Sunday of every month after each
"D
and after 3rd service in the Aldersgate room.
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February 27 Book Discussion: The Wind Knows My Name
by Isabel Allende

|S AB E L The Wind Knows My Name is a tale of two child immigrants - a boy
who escapes Nazi occupied Vienna in 1938 and a girl who escapes
military gangs in El Salvador in 2019. Allende’s narrative commingles
past and present, and follows their respective journeys to the United
States. “The story is a love letter to these children,” says reviewer
Marcela Avilés, “and their plight is powerfully evoked.” Allende is the
' author of more than 20 novels and 5 works of nonfiction. She is a
TI‘ﬁWl \UBA & recipient of the National Chilean Prize for Literature, the US Library of
ﬂO\XQEMY' Congress Creative Achievement Award for Fiction, and the US

Presidential Medal of Freedom, among other awards.

Our conversation will take place on Monday, February 27. Those gathering in person will meet
in the Choir Room at 2:00 pm. Those joining via Zoom will convene at 7:00 pm. Please email
April@RHUMC.org to communicate your plans to participate. All readers are welcome.

We are grateful for the spiritual uplift and
warm camaraderie of the Women’s Retreat.



FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s

Lauren Mahakian
Wednesday

February 12 & 26
10:00-11:00 a.m.
in the Aldersgate Room

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker
Facilitator/Educator

Certified Validation Therapy

| HCO#194700543

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join PV News
columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family Connect Memory
Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people that share support, tips,
and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia,
Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of
charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at churchoffice@rhumec.org or call at
310-377-6771.

Taco Night

Join us for Taco Night after 3rd service on Sunday, February 23 You’ll have a
choice of chicken or pork tacos served with rice, beans, and chips. The requested
meal donation is $5 per person, $15 per family. 3rd service takes place every
Sunday at 5:30 pm.

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson

The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance effort will be on

Saturday, February 8 at 8:30 am. As is typical, we will have a variety of tasks

on our list, including miscellaneous jobs for the preschool. Please mark this date

on your calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good
repair. And please remember that a tasty lunch will be provided.



LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

James C. Howell

ON TUESDAYS

MARCH 4
to
APRIL 8

10:30 am in person
or
7:00 pm on Zoom

~

ROLLING HILLS

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“Everywhere is Jerusalem” will
take us on a spiritual pilgrimage to
significant places in the ongoing
story of the Christian faith. From
Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from the
Jordan River to Assisi, and from
the Sea of Galilee to Montgomery,
Alabama. Along the way, we will
encounter connections between
biblical stories and the places they
happened. We’ll learn how
Christians throughout history
have brought their faith to life
worldwide, in their own cities and
communities. We may even find
God calling us to bring our own
faith to life right where we are,
right now.

Books are available in the church
office for $15, or you can order
from your favorite bookseller.
Author James Howell is senior
pastor of Myers Park UMC in
Charlotte, NC and has written
more than 20 books. Class sessions
will also include video clips
featuring Rev. Howell and the
locations he discusses. This
opportunity is open to anyone who
is interested! Please email
April@rhumc.org to communicate
your plans to participate. Call the
church office if you have
questions.

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
rhumc.org 310-377-6771
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Opportunities for Joint Adult/Youth Service Projects

4 7\ Many members of our congregation have expressed a desire to serve our
RH}’ MC local community alongside our church’s youth. In response, the Missions

| @; ; Committee has partnered with our Youth Ministry to identify several

: 7/ community service projects that will connect our adult congregants with

the members of our Youth Ministry. These projects offer the benefits of

Missions Committee| community service and generational connections with young people who

- ~have a passion for service.

o Supervising the preparation of meals for unhoused people through a partnership with
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Long Beach (March, July, October).

e Supervising meals for unhoused and low-income neighbors for Hungry to Help (June).

e Collecting and assembling hygiene supplies for Hungry to Help (May, July).

e Providing supervision for Vacation Bible Camp (August).

e Help teach youth to cook the Toberman Love Thy Neighbor Thanksgiving Feast
(November).

To volunteer or get more information, contact Dan or Felicia McClain at
mcclaindf@gmail.com.

The Toberman Neighborhood Center is Grateful - by Patty Koester

On behalf of the Toberman Neighborhood
Center and its Board of Directors, a grateful
thank you for your generosity towards Trek to
the Tree of toys and gift cards as well as the
Christmas Eve offering. A donation of $7,000
from RHUMC was received.



mailto:mcclaindf@gmail.com

Second Sundays at Two
Sunday, February 9 at 2:00 p.m.

~ presents ~

Stars of Tomorrow
~ from the ~

USCThornton
School of Music

THE IVvORY TRIO

Vi

X //“ 1 ¢ oy
Clarinetist Cellist Pianist
Yan Liu Yuqi Wang William Chiang

The artists are pursuing advanced degrees in the graduate program of the USC

Thornton School of Music, having completed their earlier studies at some of the
nation’s other leading music schools, including Indiana University Jacobs School of
Music, the Cleveland Institute of Music, The Juilliard School, and the Curtis Institute of
Music.

If this is your first time attending a Second Sundays at Two concert, please email
ClassicalCrossroads@ZEarthlink.net to request a reservation for yourself and your guests.
The concert will be livestreamed for those who cannot attend in person. Watch at concert
time at https://vimeo.com/event/4030680.



https://vimeo.com/event/4030680

Kid Zone After-School Program

Kid Zone is a weekday after-school program to 6:00 pm
for grades TK-8th grade that offers a safe and healthy

place for children to grow and play, allowing us to be part /
of your “village” and assist with any of the following: :}QQ. E,GHE

e Pick-Up from most Palos Verdes and
Torrance schools, public and private

e Assistance with homework

e Provide a snack
e Social and emotional growth

o Safe, comfortable environment to
v make friends and build confidence

e Organized games and sports

e Art, crafts and cooking

For more information, contact
Gabby Palacios at
Kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org
310-377-7302 or 323-610-2253




2025-2026 FALL REGISTRATION

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool
(310) 377-0742 preschool registration

REGISTRATION DATES

Monday, February 10™ to Tuesday, March 11"

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church and Preschool Committee Members
Currently Enrolled and Returning Families

All registration cards MUST BE RETURNED on or before Tuesday, March 11™

Tuesday, March 18" through Tuesday, March 25™

WAITING LIST FAMILIES

The waiting list families will be contacted by phone to come and register based on
available spaces left after the above registration. Boy/girl ratio is also taken into
consideration.

Monday, March 31" — NEW FAMILIES, OPEN ENROLLMENT

After all the above registration, if we have an available space, the child will be
enrolled based on boy/girl ratio in class and age. If not, the child will be put on the
waiting list and will be contacted as soon as a space becomes available.

FALL CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

Currently enrolled families will receive Fall class assignments on
Thursday, March 20™ and Friday, March 21*.

SUMMER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Registration will begin on Monday, April 14™

Lic. # 191600604



Youth Ministries

IGNITE MID-WEEK YOUTH MINISTRY

We will meet @ 6:30-8:00pm in Wesley Hall, dinner will be provided.
2/5 Bible Trivia

2/12 Superbowl of Caring

| b b
2126 P Night 1 g nl#@

RHUMC

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

Cookies for Valentine’s Day Care Packages

Sunday, February 9 from 11:00-12:30pm youth will help bake cookies to be included
in care packages assembled by the Children’s Ministry team. We will meet in the
RHUMC kitchen. Please contact Kristin@rhumc.org if you would like to help.

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT 2025

We are now accepting registration for SSP 2025!

Our high school team will go to Del Norte County, CA on

July 26 - August 3, 2025. Submit your deposit now to reserve a
spot on our team. Contact Kristin@rhumc.org for more
information.

Kristin Sutrave, Youth Ministries Pastor
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 email: Kristin@rhumc.org

Stay connected!
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth
Text Reminders: send keyword “RHUMCyouth” to (866) 750-0793


mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org

Children’s Ministry

Valentine Care Packages

Please let us know if you have a special person
in your life that might be away at college,
homebound, or under the weather
and might benefit from a lovely package made by the
Children’s Ministries Department at RHUMC.

Please call the church office at (310) 377-6771
by Friday, February 7™,
with their name and address or
email information to:
Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org

It may feel like summer is months away, but we all
know that it will be here before we know it!

That’s why it’s never too early to...Save the date!
August 4" — August 8, 2025

April 7' — Priority registration opens for RHUMC,
Kid Zone and RHUMPS families.

April 14" — Full registration opens for all campers.

debra@rhumc.org
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Rolling Hills United Methodist Church

26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

Change Service Requested

SAVE OUR
PLANETY

Senior Pastor
Y outh Ministry Pastor

Music Director
3" Service Music

Preschool Director
Church Office Admin.

Treasurer

Church Office Phone
Fax Line

Web Site

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the

e
K

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org A

Jonathan Chute
Kristin Sutrave
Chuck Dickerson
Paula Kuno
Myra Ghabrial
Peggy Roulette
Wade Welch

310-377-6771
310-544-4123

www.rhumc.org

Associate Pastor

Senior Pastor Emeritus

Organist/Pianist

Children’s Ministry Dir.

Kid Zone Director
Executive Assistant
& Finance Manager

Custodian

Resident Bishop
District Superintendent

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Next Cornerstone deadline is February 21
www.rhumc.org

April Herron
Martha Rowlett

Althea Waites
Debra DelLuca
Gabby Palacios

Catherine Dingman

Miguel Portillo

Dottie Escobedo-Frank

Rev. Dr. Siosaia Tu’itahi


http://www.rhumc.org

