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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
  
 
 
 When I look out over our congregation on a 
given Sunday I can’t help but be grateful. I see people 
it seems I’ve known forever, friends who are just 
beginning to find a sense of home here, right alongside 
faces I’ve never seen before. We are blessed with 
persons who worship with us seasonally, or 

occasionally, or sporadically, along with people who almost never miss a 
Sunday. It’s a remarkable blend of strangers and cousins – and maybe a 
microcosm of the human family God sees looking down from heaven on a 
given day. 
 I see connections between people whom I would never have imagined, 
and some even they don’t know about. Our stories are unique, of course, but 
there are more points of contact than most of us ever imagine. From my 
vantage point I can see children who once came to the front and sat at the steps 
for children’s time getting ready to walk down the aisle to celebrate their 
marriage. I have even had the privilege of baptizing their children, and now 
see the next generation in the care of our amazing Sunday School staff. 
 I see people who’ve faced challenges and struggles that may have done 
them in, but who came through with the support and care of this church 
family, and by the grace of God. As your pastor it is a privilege to be invited 
into the richness, diversity, complexity, joy and wonder of your lives. 
 I also recognize that there is much more I can’t see, and don’t know. 
As much as I wish I could take it all in, I realize that’s not possible. When I 
remember the limitations of my own time, energy, and memory (Where did 
they all go?), I give thanks for the One who knows us so completely that even 
the hairs on our heads are numbered. 
 In this season of Advent I give thanks that God could not simply look 
out over us from a distance, even with warmth and compassion, but entered 
into the humor, drama and struggle of our everyday, ordinary lives. In the birth 
of Jesus we see God choosing to join us in our weakness, our vulnerability, a 
baby born in the humblest of circumstances, a sign that even in our darkest 
nights, God is with us. 
 
 Peace, 



April Herron 

 
“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” - Isaiah 2:5 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The invitation to walk in God’s light is a continuation of 
Isaiah’s call to “go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 
we may walk in his paths.” This is as good an explanation of a 

“retreat” as anything I know. When we go away from our usual location and 
routine, to a place specifically dedicated to the worship of God, God is able to teach 
us and strengthen us for living God’s way in the world. 
 
On a weekly basis, the hour we spend in worship each week honors God. The time 
we spend in study of scripture tunes our ears to recognize God’s voice. Our daily 
practices of extending kindness, being of service, giving generously, and pursuing 
what is right are beneficial and welcome at whatever frequency we pursue them. 
And, it is also true that there is something special about going away for a sustained 
length of time to be immersed in Christian community, to engage in personal 
reflection on our faith journey, and to rest in the security of God’s love and God’s 
beautiful creation. 
 
I have been periodically visiting the Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, 
California, for about three decades. Each of my stays there have had their own 
character, but the retreats I have shared with women from Rolling Hills UMC have 
been uniquely wonderful. The sharing, the laughter, the singing, the praying, the 
Bible study, the journaling, the meals, the walking, the worship, and the weather all 
combine to deepen our experience of the peace of Christ and encourage us in the 
midst of present challenges. 
 
Whether you choose an organized retreat (such as the RHUMC women’s retreat on 
the first weekend in February, 2023) or you find your own way to “go up the 
mountain of the Lord,” I pray that you will find yourself walking in the light of God 
in the days and weeks to come. 
 
A blessed Christmas to all, 



 

Chancel Choir Christmas Concert 
 
The RHUMC Chancel Choir's Annual Christmas Concert will 
be presented on Saturday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church sanctuary. The choir will be joined by members of the 
Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles in a performance 
of the “Christmas Oratorio,” by Camille Saint-Saëns, and 
other favorite music of the Christmas Season. Tickets may be 
purchased for $10 on the patio or in the office.  

 

Trek to the Tree  
 
It is that wondrous time of the year! Trek to the Tree collections 
has begun and will continue to run through Sunday, December 11. 
These donations bring holiday joy for those at the Toberman 
Neighborhood Center.  
 
Here are the options for participating this year:  

- Pick an ornament from our big beautiful Christmas tree in the Narthex after church 
services to buy a gift for a child aged 1-9. Bring your unwrapped gift (no stuffed 
animals or weapons please) back to the tree or drop it off at the church office.  

- Order directly from Toberman’s Amazon Wish List accessible at Toberman Amazon 
Wish List.  

- Donate cash for the purchase of $25 Target gift cards for youth 10 and older. You can 
write a check payable to RHUMC with Trek to the Tree in the memo line and either 
stop by the Trek to the Tree table after church services, mail your check to the 
church, or drop it off at the church office.  

- You can also donate online at rhumc.org. Please include Trek to the Tree in the 
designated giving line.  

 
Whichever way you choose to participate, please note that we need all toys and monetary 
donations no later than Sunday, December 11. Thank you all in advance for your continuous 
generosity. And thank you to Noucha Jasanis for her 20th year of coordinating Trek to the 
Tree! 



Advent Bible Study 
 

 
 

Two Mondays remain! You are still welcome to 

join the Advent Bible Study on December 5 & 12, 

at 2:00 p.m. in person or 7:00 p.m. online. Email 

April@rhumc.org so she can supply you with 

location, link, and reading material. 

Winter Supper Club 
 
 Anna Randall and Debbie Taylor invite our congregation to take part in Supper Club, an 
opportunity to gather in groups of eight, singles as well as couples, for supper in each other’s 
homes. Winter Supper Club will run from January through April, allowing long time and new 
friends in our church family to come to know each other better. 
 They will have a sign up sheet for interested persons on the patio on December 4 & 11, 
when you can learn more about it as well. Typically a host selects the date, time and main 
course, and the others provide sides or dessert. Over the course of the four months everyone 
gets a chance to host. But some groups may decide to meet in a local restaurant instead. It’s up 
to each group to decide. Brunch, picnics or barbecues are also fine. Supper Club doesn’t have to 
include “supper.” 
 Many groups are adults only, but interested families with children can make up one or 
more groups where all ages are welcome. We want to encourage opportunities for us to get to 
know people who attend some of the other worship services, who are new members, long time 
members, or not even members at all! 
 Look for Anna and Debbie on the church patio after worship on Sunday, December 4, at 
all three services, and after morning worship on December 11. If you can’t make either date 
please email Anna at: annamrandall@gmail.com, or call her at 310-541-9681. Looking forward 
to enjoying delicious food and warm company! 



FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with 

Wednesday 
December 14: 11:00-12:00pm 

in the Aldersgate Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional guidance 
and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join PV News 
columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family Connect Memory 
Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people that share support, tips, 
and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a loved one with dementia, 
Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by Lauren Mahakian and are free of 
charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at churchoffice@rhumc.org or call at  
310-377-6771. 

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s 

Mary Harris CaringBridge 
 
For those of you who would like to offer words of encouragement and be kept current on 
Mary’s health journey, a CaringBridge account has been opened. This is a free online service 
that you will need to register to access the site. Directions on how to register are as follows: 
 
 click on the link https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/maryharris3 

 Register on the site (create a user ID and password) 

 Once registered, click on the FOLLOW button on the top right-hand side to follow Mary’s 
site and you will receive notifications when Mary or family members have updated the site 
with new information or photos. 

Blood Pressure Sundays 
 
Blood pressure screenings in December will be offered on December 11 following 
both morning services.  

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/maryharris3




Start Up of a New Women’s Circle - by Diana Davis 
 
A new circle is forming that will meet in the evenings. All are welcome. Please contact 
Diana Davis at DDavisRedondo@gmail.com if you’re interested in attending. 

Altar Flowers  
 
The 2023 altar flower chart is now posted in the narthex. Sign up early to ensure you get your 

favorite date to honor, celebrate, or remember that someone special!  

Taco Night 
 
The will be no Taco Night in the month of December. It will resume again 
on January 29 after 3rd service. 

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson 
 
The next opportunity for Club Maintenance work is on Saturday, December 10, at 
8:30 a.m. We invite folks to come on out to share in fun remediation projects. We are 
a friendly bunch.   

Giving Campaign Update!!! 
 
Thank you! As of November 30 we have received 162 responses from our church family, with 
an average increase of nearly 12% over the current year. We are grateful for these expressions 
of support for a realistic and hopeful mission to our community and world. So far we have 
received 48 Giving Cards with an increase for next year. We have also received 29 Giving 
Cards from families who did not pledge last year. We look forward to hearing from others who 
are already giving generously this year, and are grateful for all that you do! 
 
You can help us put next year’s budget on a solid foundation by filling out a 2023 Giving Card, 
or by going to the church web site, www.rhumc.org/giving/pledge/ and letting us know that you 
will support our life and work in the coming year. Thank you! 

mailto:DDavisRedondo@gmail.com
http://www.rhumc.org/giving/pledge/




Hanging of the Greens 
 
The Worship Committee invites you to get into the holiday spirit  
by helping us prepare the church for Christmas. We invite you to  
join us on: 

 

Saturday, December 3, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Decorating the Sanctuary 

 

Come share the spirit! 

Thank you, volunteers, 
for decorating the narthex 
Christmas Tree. It looks 
beautiful! 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool 
 
December News: 

Now that we’re stuffed with Thanksgiving pumpkin pie, we move 
forward in rehearsals for our upcoming Christmas programs held on 
December 12, 13 and 14. The children will sing Christmas songs, jingle 
bells and act out a brief nativity for all the families to come enjoy. Merry 
Christmas from all of us to all of you! 

 

Merry Christmas! 









Youth Ministries  

Ignite youth Ministry 

Wednesday, Dec. 7: Poinsettias and Carols 5:00-8:00 p.m.  
Youth (and their parents) are invited to sign up to help deliver 
poinsettia plants and sing carols to congregation members. 
Everyone will return to the church around 7:00 p.m. for 
dinner. Please RSVP by 12/4 so we can ensure there is 
enough room for everyone in the cars. 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 14: Ignite Christmas Party 6:30-8:00 p.m . 
Wear a festive Christmas apparel and join us for a Christmas 
Party. Dinner will be provided. Please note that this is the last 
Ignite of the year. We will resume with a spring semester kick 
off on February 1, 2023. 

Youth Sunday School 

We offer a youth Sunday school class on Sundays during 
the 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. worship services.  

 

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Director of Youth Ministries 
Email: Kristin@rhumc.org  

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

Thanksgiving Service Project 2022 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org


Children’s Ministry 

 

There’s a place for you here at 
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church. 

 

Join us as we learn and build a solid foundation with Jesus during 
Sunday School classes each week. Through our Bible stories, 

videos, crafts, music, and games, we will lead your children on a  
life-long journey of faith. 

 

Our services are at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
 

PreK – Kindergarten (potty trained) with Ms. Debra in room #201 
1st – 2nd grade with Ms. Natalie in room #205 
3rd – 5th grade with Ms. Stevie in room #204 

Our nursery is open for children 3 years of age and younger in  
room #110 with our wonderful caregiver Ms. Michelle. 

 

If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please contact me at debra@rhumc.org. 

 

Arts & Crafts, 
Games and Cooking 

For more information: 
 

kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org 
310-377-7302 

Gabby Palacios 
323-610-2253 

Kid Zone presents… 
 

Winter Camp! 
December 20, 21 & 22 

January 3, 4 & 5 

Tk-Kindergarten – 8th Grade 

Daily Rate 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. - $100 
Early Care 7:30-8:30 a.m. - $12/day 
 

KID ZONE MEMBER  
Daily Rate 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. - $90 

mailto:kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is December 22 

www.rhumc.org  
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