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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
  
 

“And Abram journeyed by stages toward the Negeb.” Genesis 12:9 

 I won’t blame you if this isn’t one of your favorite Bible 
verses. You may not even think you’ve seen it before. But it is 
definitely one of mine. It appears fairly early in the story of 
Abraham and Sarah, our ancestors in the faith. God speaks to a 
character whom we’ve barely met. He lives in Mesopotamia, near 
where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers meet in what is now Iraq. 

The Lord invites him to leave his home and family, and travel with his wife, Sarai, to the 
land of Canaan, where none of them has ever gone.  
 They go, but their journey is anything but a straight path. It includes stops in Haran, 
in what is now Turkey, as well as traveling through Egypt. That would be like going from 
Palos Verdes to Utah by way of Oregon and New Mexico. Most of us would choose a 
more direct route. Of course the Negeb wasn’t even their actual destination. But it was 
close! 
 I’ve long taken comfort from the picture of Abraham and Sarah taking such an 
indirect course toward their final goal. They had been told where they would end up, but 
they still hadn’t ever been there. So they took it in stages. Step by step. 
 It feels like that to me lately as well. We are clearly well on our way. For some, that 
means “on our way back” to familiar practices, celebrations, activities. The return of Taco 
Night was a hit. This month we look forward to Celebration Sunday, October 30, with our 
Celebration Brunch after our morning services and Celebration Tacos after 3rd service. It’s 
been a long time since we could plan for church wide gatherings. And we’re still taking it 
easy. The choir is looking forward to a Christmas Concert in December.  
 But we’re also on our way toward a new and hopeful future. Kristin Sutrave is 
doing the groundwork to develop a lay pastoral care program called Caring Congregations. 
Under her leadership and guidance it will provide a way for trained members of the church 
family to offer support and encouragement to others in times of need. As we continue to 
welcome new persons into our congregation it becomes increasingly important to provide 
healthy and hopeful connections among us. 
 Our youth group and Sunday School are off to excellent starts. The Scouts are 
gathering again in Wesley Hall. More of us seem comfortable being together in worship in 
person each week, even as many others continue to join us on line. Some days it almost 
feels like the swallows are coming home to Capistrano. 
 Like Abraham and Sarah, we trust the promise of God, the invitation to journey by 
faith toward a future we’ve never seen, but which we know is held in grace and hope. 
 
 Peace, 



April Herron 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
What gives you hope? Midway through our study of the book 
of Hebrews, our class made a list. Here is a partial 
reconstruction: little kids, sacred writings, friends, being 
together with others for a common purpose, the opening hymn 
on Sunday morning, being in the wilderness or near the ocean, 
witnessing the kindness of strangers, observing courageous 

actions, human resilience, the combination of scientific knowledge and religious 
awareness, internal motivation, the decision to maintain a cheerful outlook, the love 
of God. 
 
What gives YOU hope? The writer of Hebrews suggests that the promise of God’s 
blessing is “the hope set before us” and we should grab hold of it. Hope, says the 
author, is “a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.” (Hebrews 6:18). The implication 
running through the guidance and counsel shared in the book of Hebrews is that 
hope is a choice we make, or even an action we take. “Show diligence,” we are 
urged, by serving others in love, so as to “realize the full assurance of 
hope.” (Hebrews 6:11) 
 
October will bring opportunities to exercise hope. We can receive nourishment from 
participating in World Communion Sunday. We can gather in study groups, support 
groups, friendship circles, music groups, mission project groups, and service 
groups. We can pray, alone or with others. We can contribute financially to the 
ministry of the church. We can reach out with gestures of kindness to someone who 
is going through a hard or lonely time. We can be “imitators of those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” (Hebrews 6:12) 
 
May God strengthen us in hopefulness! 



Celebration Sunday – October 30 
 

Celebration Sunday for our annual giving campaign is October 30. Two events will take place 
that day which we hope all of you will attend. The first is worship, which will help us to focus 
on the values of compassion and community that we share as God’s family. 
 

The second will be the special Celebration meal which will follow in Wesley Hall after each 
of our Sunday services (brunch in the morning and dinner after 3rd Service). We will have 
plenty for visitors, guests and friends to join with us, but we also ask everyone who plans to 
come to make a reservation so that we can have an accurate count. Reservation cards will be 
distributed by our ushers at our Sunday services on Sunday, October 23, or feel free to contact 
the church office. 
 

As we give thanks for the blessing of life which God gives us, please plan to gather and 
celebrate with other members of our church family. Thank you! 

All Saints’ Day – November 6 
 
Each year, on the first Sunday of November, we celebrate All Saint’s Day with a special prayer 
of thanksgiving for members and friends of our church family who have died in the past year. 
If you would like to include someone in the service who has died since November 1, 2021, 
please call the church office with their name and the date of their death. All of us have been 
blessed by people who have gone before us, and we remember their contributions to our lives. 

Welcoming Companions in Faith 
 

On October 9, Rolling Hills UMC will recognize and welcome several new and continuing 
friends into membership. If you have been awaiting an opportunity to affirm your faith while 
also celebrating your participation with the congregation in its life and ministry, please 
contact the pastors via the church office. You could either be included with this group or be 
placed on the guest list for our next newcomer’s gathering. 

Blood Pressure Sundays 
 
Blood Pressure Sundays are held twice monthly following our morning services 
and monthly following our evening service. October screenings after the morning 
services are on October 9 and 30 and after the 3rd service on October 30.  





October Book Discussion 
 

Reviewer Maureen Corrigan, writing for NPR, describes The Sentence 
as part of a “vanguard of fall fiction that tries to capture...America 
during this long pandemic moment.” Published in 2021, the location for 
the book is Minneapolis, where the characters grapple not only with  
Covid-19 but also with the death of George Floyd. As always, Louise 
Erdrich is attentive to the experience of Native Americans. Interestingly, 
the novel features Erdrich’s actual bookstore, and Erdrich herself makes 
brief appearances. The story oscillates between what might be described 
as magical realism and social realism while focusing all the while on 
human relationships.  
 

Discussions of the book will take place on Monday, October 24. Participants may choose the 
in-person option at 2:00 p.m. in the Choir Room or the Zoom option at 7:00 p.m. April Herron 
will facilitate the conversation. Please let her know of your plans to take part by emailing 
april@rhumc.org. All readers are welcome! 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 
ALL ROLLING HILLS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

IT’S FINALLY HERE! 
 

It’s hard to believe, but summer is gone and our long awaited All Women’s Church 
Luncheon is just around the corner on Saturday, October 22 at 11:30 a.m. in Wesley Hall. 
It will be a salad potluck so you know there will be plenty of delicious food and lots of fun 
for all. April will offer a blessing for our gathering and say a few words about the value of 
friendship and shared mission. Many of the established women’s groups in the church will 
give a brief presentation of their activities with an invitation to join them if it seems like 
something you would enjoy. There will also be an opportunity to meet with others who 
might want to start a new group that would better suit emerging needs. In general, we hope 
the luncheon will: 
 

 provide a time of fellowship for the women of our church to better get to know one 
another 

 allow all women of our church to learn about the various groups and see if they would 
be interested in joining one 

 facilitate the gathering of women together that might want to form a new group that 
would better fit their needs 

 

So please put the date on your calendar! There will be no obligation to join any group 
(although we hope you do)! We promise great food, great fellowship, and a great time!  
See you there! 
Barbara Addleman, Shirley Fehrman, & Marian Komori 
 

Please RSVP by 10/19/22 to Marian Komori and let her know what you plan to bring. 
marian.komori9@gmail.com         310-541-8243 or 310-897-9985 

 

mailto:april@rhumc.org
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Caring for Our Community  –  $308,900 (21% of our budget) 
 We support each other through the many 
seasons of our lives. Whether in joy or in 
sorrow, we are stronger and better together. We 
lift one another up in prayer. Our pastors and 
parish nurse visit in times of illness or loss. We 
are launching Caring Congregations to broaden 
and deepen our efforts. We serve families in our 
congregation and community in times of loss, 
giving thanks for the lives of loved ones near 
and far. 
 Your gifts help us reach out to others with the same healing and hope that Jesus 
offered. Caring for persons in everyday life is one of the ways we live out God’s love 
for the world. 

Our Worship Life  –  $441,300 (31% of our budget) 
 Worship lifts our hearts, stirs our spirits 
and invites us into wonder. In worship we 
discover grace and hope for our lives.  
As we gather for worship, God speaks to us 
through the stories of our faith. We are fortunate 
to have such a capable and caring team of 
volunteer and staff leaders to help bring us 
together. 
 We continue to gather in person, as well 
as to reach out to hundreds more on YouTube. 
With three services each Sunday, as well as other seasonal celebrations, we are 
grateful that God can speak to us through all the seasons of grace. 
 Worship is where we live and breathe as a family of faith. Your giving helps 
bring encouragement and hope to many. 

Compassion, Community & Hope 
Supporting our Mission in 2022 



THANK YOU!!! 

Local and World Outreach  –  $250,000 (16% of our budget) 
 Much of God’s work takes place where we 
cannot see. When fires are burning or a flood 
leaves devastation behind, we provide help for 
people to rebuild their homes and lives. We support 
mission efforts around the world, as well as here in 
the South Bay. We partner with faith communities 
such as St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Long Beach, 
where our youth recently helped prepare and serve 
a meal to homeless families. We know that God 
can accomplish far more when we work together 
than on our own. 
 Our congregation supports the work of a worldwide church. We work along 
with Toberman Neighborhood Center and other local partners, as they provide food, 
shelter and transitional support to hundreds of families each year. We seek to  
follow Jesus’ invitation to love our neighbors as ourselves, wherever they may be. 

Children and Families  –  $470,700  (32% of our budget) 
 The needs and hopes of growing families 
are at the heart of our life as a congregation. Our 
Sunday School and youth groups help support 
growing lives and faith among our younger 
members. Throughout the year, our youth take part 
in hands-on mission with the Sierra Service 
Project, as well as in other service opportunities. 
Even during the pandemic we offer a wide range of 
spiritual growth and faith development through 
excellent on-line and in person Bible studies and 
book groups. We look forward to the coming year when more in-person ministry, such 
as retreats and workshops can again be open to the whole community. Your generosity 
helps make our mission with children and families possible. 



Mission Committee by Debra Shrader & Chris Campbell 
 

Since April 2022, several members of the Mission Committee have been working with 
community folks to help a family from Afghanistan get settled. Some have helped with 
English skills, driving to appointments, education tutoring, legal consultation, medical 
arrangements, financial help, and sorting through the social services available to this family. It 
has been a satisfying endeavor because the family of seven is very appreciative. Amanullah 
and Gul (parents) are working on their English skills in ESL classes – a real challenge since 
neither one went to school in their early years in Afghanistan. They speak Pashto, one of two 
official languages in their country (the other is Dari). 
 
Amanullah is working at the Torrance Bakery for now, working on his license for food 
handling. Pray for his success as we help him get through this challenge! 
 
The Lajmar family includes five children, three girls and two boys, ranging from 11 to 4. 
Since four of the children have October birthdays, the Afghan Family Support Committee is 
planning a joint birthday party for them. This event, at a park, will be a chance for the team of 
volunteers to meet and share a little celebration. They are all progressing well in school near 
their apartment in Gardena. 
 
As members of this team, we are thankful for the support of the community and RHUMC. 
Our neighbors are thankful, too! 

Coming on Wednesday, November 9...at 10:00 a.m. - Aldersgate 
 

The Health and Wellness team presents: 
 

Marcia Blank, Audiologist 
 

 

 

 

 

What You Need to Know about Hearing Aids... 
and how to select the best for your needs. 

 



 

 

Second Sundays at Two 
 

Sunday, October 9 at 2:00 p.m.  
 

~ presents ~ 

 

A Favorite Pianist Who Grew Up in PV 
Joined by Renowned English Violinist 

Violinist  

Kerenza Peacock  
Pianist  

Robert Thies 

A pianist of “unerring, warm-toned refinement, 
revealing judicious glimmers of power”~ Los Angeles Times 

 

Pianist Robert Thies’s recitals are highly regarded by aficionados for his consummate 
musicianship and his sensitive artistic interpretations. 
 

“What’s wonderful about watching Kerenza Peacock is that she’s  
so enthusiastic in everything she plays.” ~ Classic FM 

 

English violinist Kerenza Peacock is a musical wanderer - equally at home performing 
classical selections as playing with the world’s most famous pop stars. 
 

Livestreamed over the Internet ~ No General-Public Live Audience 
Members of the RHUMC community can request to attend in person. Contact by 10/8: 
ClassicalCrossroads@Earthlink.net. KN95 masks (provided) & vaccination required.  

Watch at https://vimeo.com/event/2436456 
Reprises at 8:00 p.m. ~ No Other On-Demand Streaming 
Watch at https://vimeo.com/showcase/classicalcrossroads  

mailto:ClassicalCrossroads@Earthlink.net


Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson 
 

Our next opportunity for CM work will be on Saturday, October 8, at 8:30 a.m.  
We are a friendly bunch and invite folks to come on out to share in the good work of 
tending to our church facilities. . 

FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with 

Wednesdays 
October 12 & 26 
10:00-11:00 a.m.  

in the Aldersgate Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional 
guidance and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join 
PV News columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family 
Connect Memory Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people 
that share support, tips, and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a 
loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by 
Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at 
churchoffice@rhumc.org or call at 310-377-6771. 

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s 

Taco Night 
 
Join us for Taco Night after 3rd service on Sunday, October 30. You’ll have a 
choice of chicken, been or pork tacos served with rice, beans, a green salad  
and chips. We are offering this special meal at no cost in recognition of 
Celebration Sunday. 3rd service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 



Seeking Volunteers for PV High Research Project 

 

KID ZONE AFTER-SCHOOL REGISTRATON  2022-2023 

Stop by the Kid Zone office to pick up  

registration packets for this school year.  

For more information please call 310-377-7302 or  

email kidzone.midzone@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Kid Zone After-School Program 

Do you enjoy listening to live jazz music? If 
you are age 60+ then please join me and 
participate in my science research project! 
My name is Zachary Boss and I’m a 
freshman at Palos Verdes High School taking 
Ms. Munoz’s Science Research class. 
Projects are organized through the LA 
County Science and Engineering Fair. My 
hope is to gain a better understanding of the 
benefits of live music to the well being of 
older adults. My musical background 
includes playing in the Pacific Vision Youth 
Symphony led by David Benoit, and first 
trumpet for the Southern California School 
Band and Orchestra Association’s Honor Jazz 
Band. You may have seen me play at 
RHUMC Children’s Christmas Eve Service a 
few years ago. I will have a 20 minute 
performance at RHUMC on Monday, 11/21 
& Wednesday, 11/23 and you can choose 
from 2 different time slots at 2pm or 3pm. A 
brief pre and post-performance questionnaire 
will be followed with refreshments! Please 
text or call Zachary and Ann Boss at  
310- 947-9902 or annmboss@hotmail.com.  

mailto:annmboss@hotmail.com


Youth Ministries  

Ignite youth Ministry 

Ignite will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

10/5 Bowling night - We will meet at Gable House Bowl 
(22501 Hawthorne Blvd, Torrance, CA 90505). Please bring 
$6.50 for the shoe rental and money if you would like to 
purchase snacks or dinner at the bowling alley. Please RSVP to 
Kristin by 10/3. 
10/12 Top Chef - Youth will compete to cook the best dish, 
dinner will be their creations! 
10/19 “Doubt” - Youth will break into small groups for a discussion on faith and doubt, 
dinner will be served. 
10/26 Halloween Party! - Wear a costume and prepare for a spooky dinner and 
Halloween activities. (Parent volunteers are welcome!) 

Youth Opportunity to Serve 

St. Luke’s Homeless Meal 
Saturday, October 8 from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. youth will help serve a meal to those with 
housing or food insecurity. Please contact Kristin@rhumc.org if you would like to help. 

President’s Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) 

Congratulations to our seven youth who received the PVSA this year. Combined, these 
youth provided 497 hours of community service this past year. 

Youth Sunday School 

We offer a youth Sunday school class on Sundays during 
the 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. worship services.  

 

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Director of Youth Ministries 
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org  

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

mailto:kristin@rhumc.org
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Photos from 3rd Grade Bible Presentation  
 

 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool 
 

The preschool is off to a great start as the children are settling down and getting 
to know their teachers and making new friendships. We have our Open House on 
October 19 and 20 where families get to see the beautifully decorated classrooms 
starting at 6:00 p.m. We are all looking forward to our Halloween parades held 
on October 25, 26 and 27 starting at 9:15 a.m. with all our preschoolers in their 

favorite costumes of superheroes, princesses and whatever you can imagine. 
 

October 13 we hold our first Family Night Out of the school year at Rock & Brews in Redondo 
Beach; they donate 20% back to the preschool. 

Children’s Ministry 
 

There’s a place for you here at 
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church. 

 

Join us as we learn and build a solid foundation with Jesus 
during Sunday School classes each week. Through our Bible 
stories, videos, crafts, music, and games, we will lead your 

children on a life-long journey of faith. 
 

Our services are at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
 

PreK – Kindergarten (potty trained) with Ms. Debra in room #201 
1st – 2nd grade with Ms. Natalie in room #205 
3rd – 5th grade with Ms. Stevie in room #204 

Our nursery is open for children 3 years of age and younger in  
room #110 with our wonderful caregiver Ms. Michelle. 

 

We can’t wait to see you in person! If you have any questions or would 
like more information, please contact me at debra@rhumc.org. 



Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is October 28 

www.rhumc.org  
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