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In the United Methodist Church, July 1st marks the beginning of a new appointment year 
for clergy. This month, Jonathan begins his 25th year as Senior Pastor, April her 8th year 
as Associate Pastor, and Kristin her 3rd year as Youth Ministries Pastor. 
 
The staff parish relations committee expresses our deepest gratitude to all three pastors 
for their incredible leadership. We look forward to celebrating their reappointments and 
particularly Jonathan’s 25-year milestone on Rally Sunday in September. 

Another Year for Our Pastors 



from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
  

  
 For most of us January 1st marks the start of the new year. For 
many in the church, the Christian Year begins on the first Sunday of 
Advent. For those in school the new year usually begins in late August 
or early September. But in the United Methodist Church there is another 
“year” that touches our lives.  
 Clergy in the United Methodist Church are appointed by our 
bishops, one year at a time. And that year begins on July 1st. In the early 
days of our denomination clergy were sent out to serve distant circuits. 

Each year they would meet at what was then (and still) called Annual Conference. This gave 
them the opportunity to reconnect with one another, offer encouragement and support to 
sustain them in the work, and either to be reappointed to their current circuit or sent to 
another, depending on the needs of the area. It used to be the case that clergy families would 
gather for Annual Conference with their bags more or less packed, not knowing where their 
next appointment might take them. 
 That’s almost never the case today. Typically our Bishop, or our District 
Superintendent, is in communication with churches and clergy about possible changes well 
ahead of any move. But July 1 is still the start of our appointment year. And I am glad that 
April, Kristin and I begin this new year with all of you. 
 As I begin my 25th year with RHUMC, it has occurred to me that while the church I 
serve is at the same address as when I started, in many ways it really isn’t the same church. So 
many people have come and gone in that time. Thankfully many others remain. But when I 
look out at the congregation each Sunday, there is no sign that we are staying “the same.” We 
have welcomed new friends and family among us. There are signs of renewal and hope in our 
life together. 
 From April’s Bible studies and book groups, to Kristin’s leadership of our youth, to 
the strength and diversity of our music program, to our mission with children and families, to 
ministries of service, justice and compassion, there’s a lot that is new about us. Twenty five 
years ago our preschool did not offer full day options for young families. Kid Zone, our after 
school and summer camp program, did not exist. Our educational facilities were in need of 
replacement. Our fellowship hall wasn’t up to the task of serving a growing congregation. We 
have seen enormous progress over these years together. 
 It has been said that a church is a bit like a parade, or a river. Seen from one 
perspective, it appears to be a single “thing.” But if we look closely, it is ever changing, 
constantly evolving, developing, moving, growing, changing. As I look to the beginning of 
this new year together, I give thanks for the grace of God, whose mercies are “new every 
morning.” 
 
Grace and peace,  



April Herron 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I use a print copy of the United Methodist Program Calendar to keep my 
life organized. On June 28, the calendar informed me that John Wesley 
(who gets credit for being the founder and advocate of Methodism) was 
born into the world 319 years ago. I decided to celebrate his birthday by 
reflecting with you on John Wesley’s distinctive understanding of grace. 
 
I officially became a United Methodist during my second year of 

college. One of my earliest and most lasting learnings from the Methodist expression of 
Christian faith was that the grace of God acts in our lives in three important ways. These 
aspects of grace were identified by Wesley as: prevenient grace; justifying grace; sanctifying 
grace. 
 
Prevenient grace is the love of God that seeks us even before we are seeking God. It 
takes the initiative in reaching out to welcome and enfold us because God treasures us 
whether or not we have yet been introduced to God. 
 
Justifying grace is the love of God in Chr ist Jesus that br ings us into a r ight relationship 
with God and with one another. When we are out of alignment with (or actually resisting) the 
life-giving purposes of God, justifying grace works to correct and restore us. 
 
Sanctifying grace is the love of God that continues throughout our  lives to shape us into 
people who reflect the likeness of Christ in thought, word, and deed. As James Harnish (a 
fellow United Methodist today) puts it, “Sanctifying grace is the love that never quits.” 
 
John Wesley was deeply grateful for the workings of God in his life, and was eager for others 
to recognize and experience God’s love in their lives. Thus he dedicated his life to preaching 
and teaching to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
If you look in our United Methodist Hymnal next time you are in the sanctuary, you will find 
not only the beloved hymn with the line, “Grace has brought us safe thus far, and grace will 
lead us home,” but also groupings of hymns under the headings, “Prevenient Grace,” 
“Justifying Grace,” and “Sanctifying and Perfecting Grace.” I am glad to be part of a church 
that values God’s grace so deeply. 
 
Grateful with you that the love of God is near to us all,  



Supporting an Afghan Refugee Family - by Nancy Rasmussen 
 
When I first met the family, the littlest girl snuggled up next to me on their sofa and 
captured my heart with her smile. Multiply that times five, and you’ll have a picture of 
the children. You can see the intelligence in Mama’s eyes, and marvel at her ability to 
manage them all with a smile. Papa is engaging, humble and brave. Would I have the 
courage to bring my family “across the universe,” from the pasturelands and 
mountains of Afghanistan, to start a new life in America? 
 
A group of RHUMC members and friends have formed a group to support an Afghan 
refugee family. The family was assigned to us by the International Institute of Los 
Angeles (IILA), a refugee agency. We are assisting a family of 7 (2 parents and  
5 children) in their adjustment to life in the US. The family left Afghanistan last 
August, traveling first to a military base in Germany for 2 months and then a military 
base in New Mexico for another 2 months. They then spent 3 months in a hotel in Los 
Angeles under the care of IILA. 
 
This family was eligible for evacuation because the father served in the Afghan 
military and worked in cooperation with US forces for many years. He has several 
commendations from US Military officers. This placed the family at extreme risk if 
they were to remain in Afghanistan after the government fell to the Taliban. 
 
A village in a rural area near Khost was their home in Afghanistan and they were 
surrounded by family who remain in Afghanistan. It was a simple life and now they 
are faced with the challenges of adjusting to a much more urban setting and learning a 
new language and culture. They do not speak any English but are learning. 
 
Our role is to give them the tools to survive. We have volunteers who drive, teach, 
make medical appointments, assist with paperwork, assist with access to foodbanks, 
liaise with the schools and a myriad of other tasks. Our objective is to do with, not for. 
 
Although the father has been working, and takes every job opportunity that can be 
found, so far they are all low wage jobs so we anticipate the need to supplement the 
income for several months. If you feel called to contribute, please write a check to 
RHUMC with LAJMAR FAMILY on the memo line. We especially welcome regular 
monthly donations – it could make the difference in helping them stay in their 
apartment for the next six months while they stabilize and try to improve the job 
situation. If you feel you want to help with the family by driving, teaching, or in some 
other capacity, please contact Nancy Rasmussen, 310-941-8889, 
nancy.rasmussen12@gmail.com or Merrietta Fong, 310-384-8213, 
mfongusa@aol.com. 
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July Book Discussion: “The Island of Missing Trees” by Elif Shafak 
 
This novel is a love story set in the context of divided Cypress, the 
Mediterranean island torn apart by politics and religion in the second 
half of the 20th century. In the midst of dislocation and loss, a young 
couple works to preserve a connection to one another, to their daughter, 
and to their home communities. A transplanted fig tree is one of the 
narrators; butterfly migration patterns echo the themes found within 
human struggles. Elif Shafak explores efforts to acknowledge the past, 
survive the present, and move into the future with hope.  
 
We will gather to discuss “The Island of Missing Trees” on Monday, 
July 25. Participants can choose either 2:00 p.m. in person or 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom. This is the final selection of our “Seeking Solace” series. 

April Herron will guide the conversation. All readers are welcome. 

Blood Pressure Sundays 
 
Blood Pressure Sundays are held twice monthly following our morning services 
and monthly following our evening service. July screenings after the morning 
services are on July 3 & 17 and after 3rd service on July 3. 

Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson 
 

On June 11 Club Maintenance participants worked on a variety of tasks. We worked on two TV 
stands for new TV’s for Debra, repaired an easel and a bench for Myra, replaced an overhead 
light in the Chancel, repaired a gate latch in the A/C yard and cleaned up the Labyrinth. This 
labyrinth task looks to be an every two month effort and CM will see that the site is maintained. 
 
We also made and installed new trim pieces for the step assembly that Myra uses for preschool 
graduation. The previous trim pieces were falling into significant disrepair. 
 
Doug Kemps came by with his carpet repair man and we took care of burn marks on the carpet 
in Martha’s room and dealt with a seam needing a re-glue in the Sanctuary carpet.  
 
Our next opportunity for CM work will be on July 9 at 8:30 a.m.; we invite folks to come on 
out to share in fun remediation projects. 



An Invitation from the South Coast Botanic Garden 

 

 Our neighbors and friends at the South Coast 

Botanic Garden invite any RHUMC family interested 

in volunteering to explore the opportunities available 

there. We work together to support each other’s efforts 

in the community and are glad to do so! 

 Volunteering at the South Coast Botanic 

Garden offers an array of opportunities from hands-on 

gardening work to informal education amidst tropical 

butterflies. The South Coast Botanic Garden invites your help to connect with the community 

and create experiences that inspire stewardship and sustainability. Click HERE to learn more 

about how to join their volunteer program, or email learning@southcoastbotanicgarden.org 

with any questions.  

FREE SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for a loved one with 

Wednesdays 
July 13 & 27 

10:00-11:00 a.m.  
in the Aldersgate Room  

Lauren Mahakian 
 

Certified Dementia Practitioner, Speaker 
Facilitator/Educator 
Certified Validation Therapy 
HCO#194700543 

The discovery of memory loss can be daunting, yet in our experience, professional 
guidance and learning from others with similar experiences can be very helpful. Join 
PV News columnist, certified dementia practitioner, and founder/CEO of Family 
Connect Memory Care Lauren Mahakian at this community-based gathering of people 
that share support, tips, and authenticity. Our groups are designed for those caring for a 
loved one with dementia, Alzheimer’s or cognitive decline. All groups are led by 
Lauren Mahakian and are free of charge. Please contact the church office to RSVP at 
churchoffice@rhumc.org or call at 310-377-6771. 

Dementia, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s 

https://southcoastbotanicgarden.org/volunteering/
mailto:learning@southcoastbotanicgarden.org


 

Seeking Food Pantry Donations 

 

Toberman Neighborhood Center 

Toberman is seeking food 

pantry donations during the 

month of July.  

If grocery shopping isn’t 

convenient, monetary gifts  of 

$30-$50 will nourish a family 

of four. Checks may be made 

payable to RHUMC with 

Toberman Pantry noted on the 

memo line. Send via mail or 

place in offering plate. 

Thank you on behalf of the 

Toberman community for 

stepping up once again! 

 

Wish list includes:  

Peanut butter, jelly, sugar, 

flour, rice, pasta, cooking oil, 

Cup O’ Noodles, Top Ramen, 

pop-open canned food (fruit, 

Spam, soup, spaghetti, 

vegetables, beans, tuna, etc.), 

juice, milk, crackers, oatmeal, 

cereal, dairy foods, diapers, 

baby formula, frozen foods & 

fresh produce.  

 



 

 

Kid Zone Summer Camp 2022 
 

SUMMER CAMP DATES: Ongoing Currently - August 12 

Available for children in grades Kindergarten - 8th grade 

Contact Gabby Palacios for more information at 

kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org  

310-377-7302 or 323-610-2253 

 

Kid Zone Camp Fun 

Preschool Graduation 

Congratulations to our 
preschool graduates! 



Youth Ministries  

Youth Sunday School 

Sunday school is available on Sundays during the 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 worship 
services. We will be gathering in Wesley Hall for rotation style classes with bible, 
activities, and cooking in the kitchen! 

July Youth Events 
 

Saturday, July 9 @ 9:00-12:00 p.m. Serve a Meal at St. Luke’s in Long Beach 
We will meet at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church (525 E 7th St, Long Beach, CA 90813). 
Youth will cook and serve a meal for those experiencing homelessness or food 
scarcity. Please contact Kristin@rhumc.org if you plan to volunteer by Wednesday, 
July 6.  
 

Friday, July 15 @ 6:00-9:00 p.m. Youth Bonfire 
Join us at Dockweiler Beach for a youth bonfire! Let Kristin know if you would like to 
attend and she will text you information on where the fire pit will be the day of the 
gathering. 
 
Sunday, July 24 @ 1:00-4:00 p.m. Picnic Day 

 We will meet at Alta Loma Park for games and fun! Feel free to bring a friend.  

President’s volunteer service award  

 

Applications for PVSA are due by July 15, 2022. Community service 
hours earned between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 will count 
towards this year’s award. There will be an award ceremony in the fall 
to present the youth with their certificates and pins. 
 
Applications and additional information can be found on the church 
website. Please contact Cassie Walke at Cassie@rhumc.org with any 
questions.  

Rev. Kristin Sutrave, Director of Youth Ministries 
Cell phone: 562-234-0161 Email: Kristin@rhumc.org  

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

mailto:Cassie@rhumc.org
mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org


Children’s Ministry 

 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 

NEEDS YOU! 

 
Help Us Get Ready for our 

Monumental VBC. 

 

Sunday, July 31, 6:45-8:00 p.m. 

Decorating the Sanctuary 

immediately after the 5:30 p.m. 

service for our weeklong VBC. 

 

Friday, August 5, 12:15 p.m. -? 

Taking down decorations  

in the Sanctuary, Narthex and  

Wesley Hall. 



Summer Sunday School! 
 
Summer is here and that means our Summer Sunday School rotation 
classes are offered at our 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. church 
services but will be in a different location than our upstairs classrooms! 
 
Children ages 3 years through 5th grade will leave the church with their 
Sunday School teachers after the children’s sermon. They will walk across 
the patio to Wesley Hall and spend equal time in the following areas: 
 
Mission Room – Bible story and/or skit related to that week’s Bible lesson 
Wesley Hall – Craft and/or game related to that week’s Bible lesson 
Kitchen – Cooking and/or snack related to that week’s Bible lesson (if your 

child has any food allergies, please be sure to let us know so we can plan accordingly) 
 
We are looking forward to spending the summer together with your child and learning more 
about God and His love for all of us. 

Warm Hearts and Smiling Faces Wanted for  
Vacation Bible Camp 

Monday, August 1 and Tuesday, August 2 
 

Registration (2 helpers): 
Meet and direct our adventurous campers and parents 

to the registration tables on the patio as they arrive  
8:50-9:15 a.m. 

 
Greeters (2 helpers): 

Meet and greet our VBC participants and assist them 
with locating their Monumental Crew Leaders inside 

the Sanctuary 8:50-9:15 a.m. 
 

If interested, please contact Debra DeLuca at 
Debra@rhumc.org or (310) 377-6771. 

mailto:Debra@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is July 29 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute   Associate Pastor April Herron 

Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett   Music Director Chuck Dickerson 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial   Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

Parish Nurse Annette Matsuda   3rd Service Music Paula Kuno 

Children’s Ministry  Dir. Debra DeLuca   Exec. Asst. to Pastor Catherine Dingman 

Youth Ministry Pastor Kristin Sutrave     Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Kid Zone Director Gabby Palacios    Custodian Miguel Portillo 

Treasurer John Fitzgerald     

Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman     

          

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 

Web Site www.rhumc.org       

http://www.rhumc.org

