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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 

  

 

 It seems impossibly long since we last shared the events of 

Holy Week and Easter as “in person” gatherings. In fact, it will have 

been three years since palm branches waved in the sanctuary, the night 

of the Last Supper was re-enacted, the choir presented the Good 

Friday concert, anyone gathered in the Meditation Garden for sunrise, 

the flower cross graced the entrance, or brass accompanied joyful 

voices to sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” And I can’t wait! 

 Easter is later than usual this year, and frankly, I think we needed the time to get 

ready. Of course, even then, no one is actually “ready” for Easter. From the beginning, 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead has been understood as a disruption to our natural 

expectations. Of course, death itself is disruption. Losing a loved one turns things upside-

down. We don’t quite know who we are. We feel lost. But we understand that this is how 

things go. We have seen it, or been through it, before. In time, we hope to move from our 

initial numbness and shock toward acceptance and healing. 

 But on Easter morning, disruption reigned! Whatever comfort and consolation Jesus’ 

followers had offered one another in the hours after his death was suddenly taken from them 

by the discovery of the empty tomb. Their initial reactions had nothing to do with gratitude 

and joy. Instead, they were overcome with terror and fear. It took time for them to come to 

terms with the news of the risen Christ, unexpected as it was. 

 So maybe it’s not surprising to find, as we approach Easter this year, that we aren’t 

ready either. But then again, who could be ready for Easter? It is the most surprising, unlikely, 

improbable conclusion to any story ever told. In fact, it’s actually the beginning.  

 There is much to be glad for as we gather to celebrate what God has done. Within our 

church family we continue to welcome both familiar faces and new friends in our midst. We 

see faith being deepened through opportunities for learning, fellowship and service. Your 

faithfulness and generosity reflect that Christ is indeed alive and at work, in us and in the 

world. 

 May he bless and disrupt our lives again, and always. 

 
Grace and peace,  



April Herron 

These things I remember, 
   as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng, 
   and led them in procession to the house of God, 
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 
   a multitude keeping festival. - Psalm 42.4 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

We began the season of Lent with the words, “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” Now, a few weeks later, we are in the interesting position 
of trying to remember our traditions for the celebration of Easter. Remember how we used to 
have an Easter egg hunt on Saturday, and then several opportunities for worship in the 
sanctuary on Sunday? Remember the Holy Week habits of observing Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday worship and music? If it seems a long way back in the rear view mirror, that’s 
because the last time we observed Christ’s resurrection in these ways was 2019! 
 

Memory can be a tricky thing. Oftentimes people who shared an experience remember it 
differently. Our minds preserve some aspects of our past in great detail, while nearly erasing 
other aspects. We might remember the delights of some features of the past, and forget the 
preparation that is required to pull off a party or a reunion or a special meal. A variety of 
groups here at RHUMC have been thinking about Easter and have begun the necessary work 
of agreeing on the elements of “how we used to do it,” “how we wish we could do it,” and 
“how we are going to do it” while recognizing the special needs of this moment in time. 
 

I am grateful for the partnership of Dale and Linda Gehr in 
prioritizing and making possible the sunrise service in the 
meditation garden, which will be at 6:15 a.m. this year. We 
remember the hummingbirds swirling in our midst, the hooting of 
owls, and the importance of the hot coffee and the cinnamon rolls. 
We cannot control the birds, but Dale and Linda are committed to 
the breakfast. We remember that we like to sing, and so we are 
glad that Paula Fong Kuno will be joining us to support and lead 
us with her guitar and her voice. We remember that God has a tendency to surprise us, so we 
look forward to experiencing something that we never could have planned or expected. 
 

I know you join me in praying God’s blessing on every group and individual that is taking up 
past responsibilities or new undertakings so that Easter this year will be filled with deep and 
true rejoicing. You'll find details throughout this publication, and we will come in grace and 
gratitude to receive the gifts God has for us. Some highlights will be familiar from the past; 
others will be brand new. 
 

The peace of Christ to all,  



Dawn Unity Interfaith Bible Lecture  
 

The Dawn Annual Interfaith Bible Lecture will be “Jesus Through Christian 
and Jewish Lenses” on Sunday, April 24, 8:00 p.m. at RHUMC. Rev. Reinhard 
Krauss, Executive Director of the Academy for Jewish, Christian, and Islamic 

Studies, and Rabbi Joel Rembaum, Congregation Ner Tamid are two highly qualified 
religious scholars to teach us. The subject is basic to defining the theology of each of the two 
religions that are intimately connected through common origins and scripture. Many 
Christians want to understand why Jews do not view Jesus as divine, and conversely many 
Jews wonder why he is divine to Christians. Bob Rothman will be the moderator. Live 
streaming will be available by the link facebook.com/dawnunitygroup/live and past programs 
on YouTube via DawnUnityGroup. 

Newcomer Gathering and Opportunity for Membership 
 
RHUMC is eager for you to feel at home! If you would like to learn more about our ministries 
and meet others who are getting acquainted with our community of faith, please come to a 
“welcome session” on Sunday, April 10, at 11:15 a.m. You'll get a chance to visit with one 
another and the pastors, take a tour, and enjoy lunch. Boxed lunches may be taken home or 
served on campus. Please make a reservation by calling 310 377 6771 or sending an email to 
churchoffice@rhumc.org. Those who then wish to become members of the church will have an 
opportunity to do so on Sunday, April 24, at any of the three worship services - but this is not a 
requirement for participation. We are glad you are here. 

Good Friday Concert 
 
The Chancel Choir will present Wondrous Love, by 
Benjamin Harlan in a Good Friday Concert at 7:00 p.m. on 
Friday, April 15, 2022. This one-hour Easter Season 
cantata will be the first concert presented by the choir since 
Christmas 2019, and we hope that you will come and enjoy 
the music. To continue our efforts to be safe and approach 
all of our activities with caution, we will limit the number 
of persons to 200 people in the sanctuary for this program. 
A link to the Pastor’s Toolbox for reservations will be available starting April 1. For those not 
able to attend, it will be livestreamed and available on YouTube. 

Sunday Morning Coffee Cart is Back! 
 
After a two-year hiatus, we are pleased to announce our Sunday 
morning coffee cart is back on the patio after the morning services. 
Please join us as we catch up with one another and make new 
acquaintances.  

http://facebook.com/dawnunitygroup/live
mailto:churchoffice@rhumc.org




Missions Committee - Chris Campbell & Debra Shrader 
 

The spring project for the RHUMC Missions committee is to help 
support our local organization HungryToHelpca.org by collecting 
hygiene supplies and monetary donations to help purchase portable 
showers for those who are homeless. We received the letter below 
from their director Ana, which includes their plans for establishing a 
place for portable showers. 
They are always creating 
ways to bring dignity to 
the houseless families in 
San Pedro. 

We will be collecting hygiene donations (shampoo, 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, feminine products, 
etc.) through the end of May. You can drop off 
supplies to the church office or if you would like to 
make a monetary donation either online or by check, 
please include Hungry to Help in the memo. God’s 
love in action! 

Dear RHUMC,  
 

I want to thank you for the many hygiene product contributions for my non-profit 
organization, Hungry to Help. Last year, over 100 hygiene kits were donated and 
assembled by the youth group and the kits have helped so many of our unhoused 
neighbors in the South Bay area.  
 

I have become aware of the lack of services offered for the homeless community 
and noticed many food relief programs were canceled, due to the pandemic. This is 
when I decided to start my own non-profit organization. We are currently running 
our monthly community food drive where we go to homeless encampments in the 
South Bay to offer fresh and homemade meals, hygiene donations, haircuts, free 
health screenings, and minor wound care. Our newest endeavor is expanding our 
hygiene services program to offer free showers for our unhoused neighbors. 
 

My passion for service is all thanks to RHUMC’s Youth Group program. Being a 
part of the youth group back in 2007-2012 changed my life completely. While 
growing up, Wednesday nights were the best part of my week, and our weeklong 
Sierra Service Project (SSP) trips were the best part of my summers! This 
experience helped me find my passion for serving others.  
 

If you have any questions or if you would like to donate or become a volunteer, 
please visit our website at hungrytohelpca.org.  
 

With Gratitude,  
Ana Ahmad 





Family Camp is just around the corner! We hope you 
can join us for Memorial Day Weekend, May 27-30, at the 
Lazy W Ranch in San Juan Capistrano. It is the perfect 

place for fun, relaxation and fellowship with family and friends in a beautiful picturesque 
setting. Choose to be active or sit back and enjoy the tranquil surroundings. Traditional camp 
activities offered include hiking, swimming, volleyball, archery, horseshoes, crafts, ping pong 
and campfires. Accommodations include heated cabins, bathrooms with hot showers, and 
delicious meals. Join us for the whole weekend or when you are available. 
 

For more information, contact Cathy Stark at cathy@bblsurflaw.com, stop by the patio after 
morning services on April 24 or May 1, or call the church office at 310-377-6771. 

Altar Guild Opportunity - by Chris Larson 
 
Do you like to spend time in a place of peace & beauty? Do you 
like a sense of order? Do you like a free breakfast? 
 

The RHUMC Altar Guild is a group of men and women who 
serve God by preparing and tending the place in which we 
worship. Altar Guild work goes on behind the scenes, usually on 
Saturday mornings. They are responsible for creating the familiar 
scene in the chancel that worshippers expect to see at Sunday 

services. Altar Guild members serve one month a year, and it takes about an hour per 
weekend. 
 

Have you considered joining the Altar Guild? Here are some reasons God may be calling you 
to this ministry: 
- You will be joining a host of other individuals who week by week create our services of 
worship, including choir members, acolytes, liturgists, ushers, communion stewards and 
greeters. As part of Altar Guild, you will be making a valuable offering to our community’s 
worship life. 
- You will grow spiritually. Members of the Altar Guild find this work to be a true ministry of 
devotion and prayer. 
 

We will be gathering on Saturday, April 23, 9:00-10:30 a.m. to break bread & learn more 
about this ministry to see if it is something you might have fun doing. Please RSVP to the 
church office (310-377-6771) or email Chris Larson at chrislarsonrhumc@gmail.com if you 
are interested. 

Easter Decorating 
 

Volunteers are invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter! We will 
meet on Saturday morning, April 16, at 8:30 a.m. One crew will decorate 
the large narthex cross outside. The other crew will decorate the inside of 
the sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare for Easter 
surrounded by beautiful flowers!  

mailto:cathy@bblsurflaw.com
mailto:chrislarsonrhumc@gmail.com


□ To the Glory of God 
 
□ In Honor of: ________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
□ In Memory of: ______________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Number of plants: _________ Amount paid: _______________________ 
 
Cash:  __________________ Check number: ______________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to RHUMC for $20 per plant, or 2 for $30. 
You may bring or mail this form with payment to the church. You may  
also order plants on the church website. The last day to order plants is  
April 10th. Thank you! 

Help us decorate the  
Sanctuary for Easter! 
Donate Easter Lilies  

& Spring Flowers! 
  

You are invited to donate one or more Easter plants to 
decorate the sanctuary for Easter services. The plants 

can be dedicated a few different ways. 



Club Maintenance - by Dave Larson 
 

On March 12 nine Club Maintenance participants changed out Wesley Hall A/C filters, 
repaired a drum cart, and finished the task of replacing the white safety tape on step 

ledges in the front of the Sanctuary. Team members worked on assembling a teeter-totter set 
and a kitchen set for the preschool. We also repaired or replaced several light bulbs (and ballast) 
that were not working. 
 

The next opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance effort will be at on Saturday,  
April 9 at 8:30 a.m. The principal effort this time will be to add wood chips to the four tree 
basins in the patio and spreading mulch amongst the agapanthus around the pine tree near the 
patio. We also plan to assemble the palm arch for Palm Sunday. Please mark this date on your 
calendar and share in the ongoing work to keep our facilities in good repair.  

 

Join Us at the 2022 Peninsula/ 
Harbor CROP Hunger Walk 

May 15-22 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and 
organized by local congregations to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world. 

RHUMC will take part in this year’s CROP Hunger Walk at the South Coast Botanic Garden. 
Sign up to join our team at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/ team/rolling-hills-umc. 
To schedule walking with other members of the RHUMC team, text or call Debra Shrader 

(424)242-4438. Garden members can register and walk any time during the week. If you are 
not a Garden member, your team leader will arrange a day for you to walk and coordinate 
with the Garden. You can also walk on the Garden’s “Free Tuesday” on May 17 by calling 

the Garden directly at 424-452-0920 for reservations. 

Welcome Catherine Dingman! 
 

We are happy to announce that Catherine Dingman has accepted 
the position of Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, beginning 
April 1. Catherine grew up in the church and has been working part 
time in the office assisting with Finance. She already knows our 
staff, as well as many long-time members. She looks forward to 
getting to know more of our recent friends and family in the 
coming weeks and months. We want to thank Roksolana Vecerek, 
who served in this important role for the past 4-1/2 years. She 
helped support Jonathan during the construction of our new 
education facilities and was vital in shaping the look and feel of our 
on line worship during the pandemic. She made many wonderful 
and lasting contributions to our church life. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/%20team/rolling-hills-umc


 

 

Second Sundays at Two 
Sunday, April 10 at 2:00 p.m.  

 

~ presents ~ 
 

Acclaimed Faculty 
from the USC Thornton School  

Pianist 
Kevin Fitz-Gerald 

Violinist 
Yura Lee 

“Fitz-Gerald's playing was masterfully compelling 
throughout. Every note was in place, yet uncompromising 

rhythmic definition, unabashed temperament and 
penetrating reading resulted in a wonderfully prepared and 

inspired performance.” 
~ Los Angeles Times 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“If I needed an interlocutor at the gates to heaven, 
I would call upon Yura Lee.” 

~ Strad Magazine 

Streamed over the Internet - No Live Audience 
Check the concert announcement at 

www.RHUMC.org 
for the link to the recital  

New Hearing Assistance Devices Available in the Sanctuary 
 
You can find the devices in the narthex and return them there 
after worship. The technology has been significantly upgraded. 
There are single and double earbuds, as well as open ear for 
those with hearing aids. Conducting loops for wearers of  
T-coil hearing aids are also available. These are worn around 
the neck and stimulate the hearing aid magnetically. We 
continue to work to improve the hearing experience so that all 
are welcome and able to participate fully. 

http://www.RHUMC.org


 Panda In The Community 
3737 Pacific Coast Hwy., 

(PCH & Hawthorne)  
Torrance, CA  90505 

310-378-1878 

20% of the proceeds will be 
donated to RHUMPS. 

Indicate RUMPS when 
ordering so credit  

will be given. 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool Fundraiser 
Wednesday, April 13 - Available from 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Online Orders 
PandaExpress.com or the App 
Enter 334117  
in the fundraiser code box 

 

 

Kid Zone After-School Program 
 

RHUMC Kid Zone is an after-school program for elementary 

and middle school students offering a fun and safe environment 

while supervising the completion of daily homework.  

Student pickup from many local schools is provided.  

For more information call 310-377-7302  

or email kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org. 

               KID ZONE Summer Camp 2022 
SUMMER CAMP DATES: June 20 - August 16 

For more information, contact Gabby Palacios at 

kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org  

310-377-7302 or 323-610-2253 

  

Preschool Dad’s Day  
 
On Saturday, March 19, over 130 dads and granddads 
attended the event. The courtyard patio was full of 
different activities for dads to do with their child/ren. 
Bubbles and happy music filled the air . 

mailto:kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org


Youth Ministries  

Ignite Youth Mid-Week Ministry 

Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at RHUMC  
 
April 6 - “It’s just an egg” 
April 13 - Holy Week 101 
April 20 - Earth Day 
April 27 - You’re Not Alone 

Mother’s Day Flowers 

Would you like to give a gift and have the proceeds go towards a 
great cause? Here’s your chance! The youth will be selling flowers 
for Mother’s Day as one of their SSP fundraisers. Flowers can be  
pre-ordered on Sunday, April 24 and May 1. On Mother’s Day,  
May 8, the flowers will be ready for pick up after each worship 
service. (Flowers can also be delivered within a 10-mile radius of the 
church for an additional cost). 

Kristin Sutrave, Director of Youth Ministries Kristin@rhumc.org 
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

Text Reminders: send keyword “RHUMCyouth” to 33222 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org


Children’s Ministry 

Vacation Bible Camp 
August 1st – 5th 

Ages 3 years old (potty trained) thru 5th Grade 

Wonderful Bible stories, Kid Vid, Crafts, 
Games and tasty snacks! 

 

Priority registration for RHUMC families 
begins online at rhumc.org on April 27 

 

Open public registration begins May 4 
 

Contact Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org  
or the church office at (310) 377-6771. 

 

Space is limited / No walk-ins 

The Hunt is on! 
 

Grab your basket and hop on over 
to our Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, April 16th 
10:00 a.m. 

Infants to 5th grade 

Nursery Care Available During Sunday Services 
 

Michelle Portillo 

Nursery care will resume on Sunday, April 10, during Sunday worship 
services for children 6 months-4 years old in room 110. The nursery will 
open 15 minutes before worship begins and close 15 minutes after its 
conclusion. Michelle Portillo, our nursery caregiver, has a long history 
with RHUMC as she attended our preschool, Kid Zone and summer 
camps. A graduate of both Palos Verdes Peninsula High School and Cal 
State Dominguez Hills achieving a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and 
Communications. Michelle is looking forward to working with all the 
amazing children and help them feel at home at RHUMC. For further 
information, contact Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org. 

mailto:debra@rhumc.org


 

There’s a place for you here at 
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church. 

 
Join us as we learn and build a solid foundation  

with Jesus during Sunday School classes each week. 
Through our Bible stories, videos, crafts, music, and games, 

we will lead your children on a life-long journey of faith. 
 

Our services are at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
 

PreK - Kindergarten (potty trained) with Ms. Debra in room #201  
1st - 2nd grade with Ms. Natalie in room #205 
3rd - 5th grade with Ms. Stevie in room #204 

 
We can’t wait to see you in person! If you have any questions or would 

like more information, please contact me at debra@rhumc.org. 

 

Saturday, April 23rd 
4:30-8:30 p.m. 

Take an evening off while we take care of your kids! Drop off your kids for a fun night of 
crafts, games, dinner, and a movie. Space is limited, so be sure to sign-up early! 
 
Who:  Kindergarten to 5th grade 
Where:  Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
Costs:  $45 (1 child), $55 (2 siblings) $60 (3 to 4 siblings) 
 
Registration: Email Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org to reserve your child’s spot. 

Space is limited, so be sure to sign-up early! 
 
Cancellation: If you have confirmed your child’s attendance and then find you will be 

unable to attend, please contact Debra ASAP to cancel as we always have 
a waiting list for this event. Thank you! 

mailto:debra@rhumc.org
mailto:debra@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 
church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 
 
Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 
PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is April 22 

www.rhumc.org  
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