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from the pastors

Jonathan Chute

October brings with it the memories of many warm and familiar
fall occasions. Of course, as with everything else this year, those are
being reorganized, reimagined, or reinterpreted. Our celebration of
World Communion Sunday will be missing the voices of multiple
languages and cultures united in gratitude for God’s nourishment and
care. Laity Sunday, as with every other Sunday since the middle of
March, will be on YouTube. We haven’t figured out a way to share a
virtual brunch or Taco Night for our traditional end of the month
Celebration Sunday. But all of these will go forward in new and hopeful ways.
I hope you’ve made reservations for communion supplies by now, though there will be
(and always will be) extras for those who show up unexpectedly. My sermon, April’s prayers,
and the service as a whole will all remind us of our common humanity, and the invitation of
God to live well with each other.
For Laity Sunday we look forward to hearing Susan Welch as our preacher. Susan saw
her two sons grow up here, from preschool to Logos and Sierra Service Project. She serves as
chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, the personnel leadership team of our
congregation. She is an attorney specializing in environmental litigation, and will be preaching
from Philippians 4:1-9 – a most encouraging word from Paul to one of the congregations
finding their way in unprecedented times.
I truly wish we could find a way to share eggs, pastries and fruit, or delicious tacos and
salad, with all of you on the last Sunday of October. At the moment that seems less likely today
than manna in the wilderness. But despite, or perhaps because of the pandemic, we will be
reaching out with the invitation to support our mission generously as we look to the coming
year.
We will be mailing out giving cards for each individual or family, along with a return
envelope. But we will also have available on our church web site a place where you can enter
your best thought about your giving in the coming year.
It truly has been a year unlike any other we have known as a church family. We have
been challenged in ways no one imagined. I believe that we have been faithful, as best we
could, to the work that has been given to us. We have continued to share the good news of God,
the compassion of Christ, and the hope of the Holy Spirit.
I also look forward to our gathering in person as soon as that is possible. Our
re-gathering plan has been approved by our District Superintendent. If we in LA County can
manage to keep our infection rate down for the next few weeks we should be able to gather
again in the near future. As we wait in hope we will continue to live generously and faithfully.
God bless you and keep you safe.
Grace and peace,

April Herron
Dear Friends:
How long is this pandemic going to last? How long until we are able to
safely gather in our sanctuary for worship? How long until we can
come together for our traditional thanksgiving dinner, until we can sing
carols around a Christmas tree with a group of friends and strangers,
until we can hug our sons and daughters, or our grandchildren?

How long are the fires going to burn? How long will tensions within
our nation keep us feeling on edge? How long is it going to take to
count all the ballots? How long will it be until we can travel freely again, until our sense of
unity is restored, until young people are all back on track with their education?
No one knows the exact answer to these questions. But we are not alone in asking them. The
Bible itself echoes with the familiar cry of frustration:
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long
shall my enemy be exalted over me? (Psalm 13:1-2)
How long will the land mourn, and the grass of every field wither? (Jeremiah 12:4)
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and
you will not save? (Habakkuk 1.2)
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” (John 10:24)

And it is not only God’s people who wonder, “how long?” It is also God! In Exodus 16:28,
for example, “The Lord said to Moses, ‘How long will you refuse to keep my commandments
and instructions?’” This is one of many instances reflecting God's disappointment with
people, and mirroring the people’s complaints about God.
The Bible reveals that the expression of deep dismay and fatigue has long been a facet of the
relationship between God and humanity. But the asking of hard questions has never yet
proven to be a permanent impediment to faithful action or a willing spirit. In fact, often the
questioning outcries are followed ultimately by affirmations of sustenance and security.
Returning to Psalm 13, we find in verses 5 and 6 this expression of gratitude: “I trusted in
your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because
God has dealt bountifully with me.”
In the Christian life, we are welcome to give voice to our distress because honest expression
of feeling can open the door to reconciliation. I do not know “how long,” but I do know that
God’s grace is with us still.
Until we meet again,

Message from Martha Rowlett
Senior Pastor Emeritus
I did not have a year like 2020 in mind when I wrote my 2013 book
WEAVING PRAYER INTO THE TAPESTRY OF LIFE. I am thinking
about doing an update after this blockbuster of a year is finally over. But
in the meantime, I am hearing that some folk are finding real help there in
dealing with what 2020 keeps dishing up. In the Introduction, I said that
most books, once you have read the last page, can be put on the shelf or
passed on to someone else. “But this book wants to hang around and be
used. It would like to be a friendly companion to help you connect with
God about the living of your life as you weave your personal life tapestry.” In 2020, one might
want heartily to pray and just not know where to start. Two letters came in my mail on the same
day recently thanking me for all of the help this book had provided the writers in weaving
prayer into their 2020 life tapestry. Each chapter is concluded with a series of what I call
“prayer prompts” that are starting places for your prayers. I still use them, but in combination
with some other resources. I was inspired to look more seriously afresh, and found they still
work. If you have a copy, they are worth a try in this incredibly challenging season of life
tapestry weaving. If you don’t, the church library may have some copies, or there is always
Amazon! 2020 just keeps on being one of those times when if you ever need to pray, it is now!

All Saints’ Sunday – November 1
Each year, on the first Sunday of November, we celebrate All Saints’ Day with a special prayer
of thanksgiving for members and friends of our church family who have died in the past year.
We are also invited to share names of persons who have been a part of our own lives over the
years, whether they were members of this church or not. If you would like to include someone
in the service who has died since November 1, 2019, please call the church office or email
churchoffice@rhumc.org with their name, and the date of their death. All of us have been
blessed by people who have gone before us, and this is an opportunity to remember their
contributions to our lives.

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner - Cancelled for 2020
The Annual RHUMC Thanksgiving Dinner for 2020 has been cancelled. We all look forward
to this annual event in November and regret the cancellation. We hope we can gather together
very soon. We miss you and are thankful for your love and friendship.
Doug Kemps and Suellen Fung (Co-Chairs of the RHUMC Thanksgiving Dinner)

Compassion, Community & Hope
Your Gifts at Work in 2020

Our Worship Life – $414,900

(30% of our budget)

In worship we discover grace and hope
for our lives. It lifts our hearts, stirs our spirits
and stretches our minds. In worship God
speaks to us through the stories of our faith.
Each week a caring and capable team of
leaders works together to make our services
meaningful.
This year, perhaps more than ever,
worship has been the glue that has helped hold
us together, both as individuals and as a community of faith. Broadcasting our worship
on YouTube has led us to try and to learn all kinds of new things. As we look toward the
return to live, in-person worship, we will continue our efforts to include all who want to
be with us.
Worship is the life and breath of our congregation. Your generosity brings
encouragement and hope to many.

Caring for Our Community – $290,430

(21% of our budget)

We support one another through the
seasons of grace in our lives. Whether in
celebration or sorrow, we are stronger and
healthier together. In prayer we lift up the
needs and hopes of our church family. Our
pastors and parish nurse visit in times of joy or
trouble. Even during this pandemic time we
have helped people with funeral or memorial
services, within the church family and in the
wider community around us.
Your gifts help us reach our community with the same healing and hope that Jesus
offered. Caring for others in everyday, ordinary life is one of the ways we live out God’s
love for the world.

Local and World Outreach – $235,110

(17% of our budget)

God’s work takes place where we cannot be
present in person. When fires are burning or a
hurricane leaves devastation behind, we look to provide
relief and help as people rebuild their homes and lives.
We support mission efforts around the world, as well
as around the corner. We partner with other churches,
relief agencies and faith communities. We know that
God can accomplish far more when we work together
than on our own.
We support the work of a worldwide church.
We support Toberman Neighborhood Center and other local partners, as they provide
food, shelter and transitional support to hundreds of families each year. Wherever we
are, wherever we may go, we seek to follow Jesus’ invitation to love our neighbors as
ourselves.

Children and Families – $442,560

(32% of our budget)

The needs and hopes of families are
near to our hearts, and the center of our life as
a congregation. Our preschool and after school
programs are known for their excellence
throughout the community. Here, children
learn about themselves, each other and the
world as they grow in body, mind and spirit.
Our youth give of themselves in hands-on
mission, preparing meals for people in need in
our own area to helping repair homes in rural communities across the West. In the
midst of the pandemic we continue to offer spiritual growth and faith development
through on-line Bible studies and book groups. We look forward to the coming year
when in-person retreats, seminars, and workshops can again be open to the whole
community. Your generosity makes that possible.

THANK YOU!!!

Second Sundays at Two
Sunday, October 11, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.
~ presents ~

Internationally Renowned Italian Pianist
& Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra
Principal Cellist
STREAMED OVER THE INTERNET
Check the concert announcement at
FABIO BIDINI

ANDREW SHULMAN

www.RHUMC.org
for the link to the recital

Italian pianist Fabio Bidini is among the world’s leading pianists. He has appeared as concerto
soloist with the London Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra of London, San
Francisco Symphony, Philharmonia Orchestra Prague, and Hungarian National Philharmonic
Orchestra at Liszt Academy Hall, among many others. A Steinway artist, he is the Piano Chair
at the Colburn Conservatory.
Andrew Shulman is Pr incipal Cellist of the Los Angeles Chamber Or chestr a, a position he
has held with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, The Academy of St. Martin in the Fields, and
London’s Philharmonia Orchestra. He is Professor of Cello at the USC Thornton School of
Music.

Thanks for your Generosity for the Homeless
RHUMC is an amazing congregation. Thanks to your generous hearts and wallets, we have
raised over $7500 in cash and household items to outfit our homeless neighbors with new
underwear, socks and hygiene products and the basic items needed to start a home. This amount
far exceeds our goal of providing 10 Welcome Home Kits.

If you are still interested in this ministry, it is not too late to donate. We will be collecting items
for the homeless until October 15. The list of items needed for the Welcome Home Kits can be
found on the RHUMC website and at RHUMC’s Amazon Wish List (https://
www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/3VNZKPYDMBUD0/ref=cm_wl_huc_view). You can
have items delivered directly to the church. We will also have a donation drop off box available
on Saturday, October 3 during communion supply pick up. Or, you can donate cash by sending
in a check to the church or donating online at https://rhumc.org/giving/.
We cannot thank you enough for your generosity.

Celebration of 4th Grade Bibles
Luke 24:32 - They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

Cooper Borg

Sabrina Agrusa

Grace Gerlach

Ian Martin

Adrianna Gutierrez

Aileen Hillstrom

Julia Mayhack

Kallen Pope

Youth Ministries
Ignite youth Ministry
10/7 Experiments!
10/14 Rock Painting Service Project
10/21 Bible Jeopardy
10/31 Halloween Hang-out via Zoom

October Service Projects
Virtual Relay for Life and Mural Making 10/2-10/3
Letters and Prayers 10/8 @ 3:30pm
“Drive Out” Word Hunger 10/25 @ 2:30pm

Youth Sunday School
Sundays at 10:00am via Zoom
Contact Kristin@rhumc.org for the link to join.

Book Drive Update
Thank you to everyone who donated to the youth led book drive for Toberman Neighborhood
Center. Your generosity allowed us to deliver close to 300 books!

Stay connected on social media:
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth
Instagram: rhumcyouth_

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool Fundraiser
Thursday on the Town - October 8

from 3:00-9:00 p.m. - (Patio Dining/Take Out)
6300 S Pacific Coast Hwy
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
310-928-2969
15% of all food and beverage sales will be donated back to our preschool.

The RHUMC Children’s Ministry is conducting online Sunday School for children in the
congregation. Parents of TK-2nd graders receive an email each Saturday with a Bible lesson,
activity sheets and video links. For more information please email Debra DeLuca at
debra@rhumc.org.

Parents of 3rd-5th graders receive an email each Saturday with a Bible lesson, activity sheets
and video links. For more information please email Ms. Stevie at steviesterling@gmail.com.
Our Youth Ministry conducts live stream Sunday School lessons for youth (6th-12th grades)
via Google Meetups. Weekly lesson plans are emailed. For more information please contact
Kristin Reksc at Kristin@rhumc.org.

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
26438 Crenshaw Blvd.
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Change Service Requested

SAVE OUR
PLANET!

Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the
church office at 310-377-6771. You can also view the
Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org
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