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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
 

 ñLife is like a helicopter.  

   I donôt know how to operate a helicopter.ò 

 

 I saw this bit of wisdom on a friendôs Facebook page recently 

and realized that Iôve been feeling like that a lot lately. Things I know 

how to do are no longer whatôs required. Some days it feels like Iôm as 

useful as a computer programmer during the Stone Age, or buggy whip 

maker in the age of the automobile.  

 When I went into pastoral ministry I worked hard to be a helpful, caring visitor when 

people were in the hospital or long term care. But since March, ministers (like everyone else) 

have been prevented from carrying out our best pastoral care. So we turn to email, and phone 

calls, and texts. And sometimes, if weôre really lucky, we figure out a way to be with someone 

while keeping each other safe and maintaining our distance. 

 But thatôs not all. What I used to do isnôt possible right now. And whatôs needed is 

something Iôve never done before. Zoom meetings for church committees. Leading worship in a 

nearly empty sanctuary. Making eye contact with a video camera rather than actual human 

beings. Thereôs a lot of learning going on these days, whether or not I want it. 

 As you know we had hoped that some of us could be back together for live, in-person 

worship as early as this month. We have made decisions and prepared as best we can to make 

that option viable. But across our county and state, the numbers do not yet support our 

gathering for worship in the sanctuary. Our re-gathering plan has been submitted to our bishop 

and we are waiting for word about when it may be approved. I believe itôs a good plan. We are 

making appropriate accommodations for this unprecedented time in our church and country. 

When the time comes, we will be ready! But now is not the time. Not just yet. 

 I donôt actually plan to learn how to operate a helicopter. But I am grateful for the 

patience, support and care that you have offered while I learn how to operate a church during a 

pandemic. We are all learning to do things we never imagined. The Worship Committee is 

thinking through what Thanksgiving and Christmas will look like this year. Missions is finding 

new ways to make a difference in the world. Our Childrenôs and Youth Ministries are being 

reinvented, so that we can help our younger members grow in faith while keeping everyone 

safe.  

 We are doing good work. We are making progress and finding our way. And as we learn 

a little more about how to do this from week to week, we promise to keep everyone in the loop. 

Your prayers and care are much appreciated. Thank you for being such a faithful witness to the 

grace of God among us. 

 

 Grace and peace, 



April Herron 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Wanting to be conversant with regard to current efforts to strengthen 

liberty and justice for all people across our multifaceted country, 

Merrietta Fong and I have each been reading Ibram X. Kendiôs book, 

How to Be An Antiracist. The memoir blends significant vignettes of 

Kendiôs life with a personal history of the authorôs intellectual 

development. He shares both his past and his current perspectives on 

societal dynamics as affected by ñraceò and other artificially applied characteristics. He makes 

a plea for seeing people as individuals rather than as generic representatives of a larger group. 

 

Kendi's parents were Christians eager for their faith to be relevant to the 

world in which they lived. They were involved in active ministries and 

read books by some of the same Christian theologians that I read as a 

young adult! (James Cone is one influential example.) Kendi recognizes 

his parentsô profound influence on his life. ñI cannot disconnect my 

parentsô religious strivings to be Christian from my secular strivings to 

be an antiracist,ò he writes, acknowledging that there can be many 

motivations for trying to do good in the world. 

 

Merrietta and I have been wondering if there may be others in the RHUMC family who are 

reading and pondering this book, and/or who would like to read and ponder it together. In case 

you donôt know Merrietta, she is currently providing capable leadership to RHUMCôs 

Administrative Board and great support for Sister Circle zoom gatherings, and is active with 

the South Coast Interfaith Council, as well as other community groups. She and I are thinking 

of hosting four sessions, one a week on Tuesday afternoons (just for instance) in October, to 

review and discuss sequential sections of the book. If this would be of interest to you, please 

be in touch by phone (310-377-6771) or email (april@rhumc.org). We have not firmly settled 

on Tuesdays, so if Wednesdays or Thursdays would be better, please feel free to say so. 

 

I value the wisdom, goodwill, and compassion that resides within our congregation and 

community. I am glad for your companionship on the journey of faith. 
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The Art of Living Well - A Brief Bible Study on the Book of Proverbs 
 

ZOOM with April Herron on two consecutive Tuesdays, September 8 and 15, at 2:00 p.m. 

Using material by scholar Ellen Davis from the book Getting Involved with God, we will 

consider the purpose and meaning of Proverbs. It may turn out that our discoveries prove 

helpful as we seek to live wisely and faithfully in our current circumstances.  

Email april@rhumc.org to be put on the class list and receive the zoom invitation. 
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September Book Discussion 
 

How might the speeches of Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. have influenced 

the life of a boy growing up in Tallahassee, Florida, during the1960s? 

Colson Whiteheadôs novel, The Nickel Boys, published in 2019 and now 

out in paperback, explores that question. The story brings to light the 

experiences of young men sentenced to time at a segregated reform 

school. The characters and their families are forever shaped by what 

happened to them there. 

 

The Nickel Boys won the Pulitzer Prize and the Kirkus Prize for Fiction, 

was a New York Times Bestseller, and a finalist for the National Book 

Critics Circle Award. Reviewer Maureen Corrigan said, ñIt's a 

masterpiece squared, rooted in history and American mythology and, yet, 

painfully topical in its visions of justice and mercy erratically denied.ò 

 

April Herron will lead a discussion of the book on Wednesday, September 30, at 7:00 p.m. 

Please note that, as per usual, you have all month to read the book. However, breaking with 

tradition, the gathering will take place this time on a Wednesday. Please email april@rhumc.org 

if you plan to participate. Current plans are to stick with the zoom format. By signing up you 

assure that you will receive the zoom invitation, as well as any other relevant notifications. 

Upper Room Daily Devotional Booklets Available 
 

The September/October edition of the Upper Room is available in the reception area of the 

church office building and also in the narthex. You are welcome to come by during weekday 

business hours to pick up a copy. Each booklet contains two months worth of daily scripture 

text along with brief reflection and prayer. By calling before you come to campus you can 

ensure that the door will be unlocked and you will have access to what you need. 

Onsite Construction 
The lower entrance to the driveway to the church parking 

lot is under construction. The border between the driveway 

and the horse trail is being rebuilt. A passageway is often 

open, but it is narrow, so use caution when navigating the 

drive. If you should be visiting the church campus, another 

option is to use the Country Day School driveway and then 

park in the upper lot near the choir room. Portions of the 

back parking lot are being resurfaced, so please observe all 

cones and caution tape. 
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Our TLC choir singers 

provided melodious songs to 

two of our housebound 

parishioners this month. 

Adaptions were made to their 

latest ministry offerings and 

all wore masks and socially 

distanced. Thank you TLC 

for providing such joy!  

TLC Choir Singers 

Sister Circle Mission Project 

Our Sister Circle organized the assembling of 

masks for hygiene kits to be donated to two 

asylum seeker shelters in San Diego and one 

across the border. The project was sponsored by  

the CALPAC Disaster Task Force. 
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