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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
 

 “Life is like a helicopter.  

   I don’t know how to operate a helicopter.” 

 

 I saw this bit of wisdom on a friend’s Facebook page recently 

and realized that I’ve been feeling like that a lot lately. Things I know 

how to do are no longer what’s required. Some days it feels like I’m as 

useful as a computer programmer during the Stone Age, or buggy whip 

maker in the age of the automobile.  

 When I went into pastoral ministry I worked hard to be a helpful, caring visitor when 

people were in the hospital or long term care. But since March, ministers (like everyone else) 

have been prevented from carrying out our best pastoral care. So we turn to email, and phone 

calls, and texts. And sometimes, if we’re really lucky, we figure out a way to be with someone 

while keeping each other safe and maintaining our distance. 

 But that’s not all. What I used to do isn’t possible right now. And what’s needed is 

something I’ve never done before. Zoom meetings for church committees. Leading worship in a 

nearly empty sanctuary. Making eye contact with a video camera rather than actual human 

beings. There’s a lot of learning going on these days, whether or not I want it. 

 As you know we had hoped that some of us could be back together for live, in-person 

worship as early as this month. We have made decisions and prepared as best we can to make 

that option viable. But across our county and state, the numbers do not yet support our 

gathering for worship in the sanctuary. Our re-gathering plan has been submitted to our bishop 

and we are waiting for word about when it may be approved. I believe it’s a good plan. We are 

making appropriate accommodations for this unprecedented time in our church and country. 

When the time comes, we will be ready! But now is not the time. Not just yet. 

 I don’t actually plan to learn how to operate a helicopter. But I am grateful for the 

patience, support and care that you have offered while I learn how to operate a church during a 

pandemic. We are all learning to do things we never imagined. The Worship Committee is 

thinking through what Thanksgiving and Christmas will look like this year. Missions is finding 

new ways to make a difference in the world. Our Children’s and Youth Ministries are being 

reinvented, so that we can help our younger members grow in faith while keeping everyone 

safe.  

 We are doing good work. We are making progress and finding our way. And as we learn 

a little more about how to do this from week to week, we promise to keep everyone in the loop. 

Your prayers and care are much appreciated. Thank you for being such a faithful witness to the 

grace of God among us. 

 

 Grace and peace, 



April Herron 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Wanting to be conversant with regard to current efforts to strengthen 

liberty and justice for all people across our multifaceted country, 

Merrietta Fong and I have each been reading Ibram X. Kendi’s book, 

How to Be An Antiracist. The memoir blends significant vignettes of 

Kendi’s life with a personal history of the author’s intellectual 

development. He shares both his past and his current perspectives on 

societal dynamics as affected by “race” and other artificially applied characteristics. He makes 

a plea for seeing people as individuals rather than as generic representatives of a larger group. 

 

Kendi's parents were Christians eager for their faith to be relevant to the 

world in which they lived. They were involved in active ministries and 

read books by some of the same Christian theologians that I read as a 

young adult! (James Cone is one influential example.) Kendi recognizes 

his parents’ profound influence on his life. “I cannot disconnect my 

parents’ religious strivings to be Christian from my secular strivings to 

be an antiracist,” he writes, acknowledging that there can be many 

motivations for trying to do good in the world. 

 

Merrietta and I have been wondering if there may be others in the RHUMC family who are 

reading and pondering this book, and/or who would like to read and ponder it together. In case 

you don’t know Merrietta, she is currently providing capable leadership to RHUMC’s 

Administrative Board and great support for Sister Circle zoom gatherings, and is active with 

the South Coast Interfaith Council, as well as other community groups. She and I are thinking 

of hosting four sessions, one a week on Tuesday afternoons (just for instance) in October, to 

review and discuss sequential sections of the book. If this would be of interest to you, please 

be in touch by phone (310-377-6771) or email (april@rhumc.org). We have not firmly settled 

on Tuesdays, so if Wednesdays or Thursdays would be better, please feel free to say so. 

 

I value the wisdom, goodwill, and compassion that resides within our congregation and 

community. I am glad for your companionship on the journey of faith. 

mailto:april@rhumc.org


 

The Art of Living Well - A Brief Bible Study on the Book of Proverbs 
 

ZOOM with April Herron on two consecutive Tuesdays, September 8 and 15, at 2:00 p.m. 

Using material by scholar Ellen Davis from the book Getting Involved with God, we will 

consider the purpose and meaning of Proverbs. It may turn out that our discoveries prove 

helpful as we seek to live wisely and faithfully in our current circumstances.  

Email april@rhumc.org to be put on the class list and receive the zoom invitation. 

mailto:april@rhumc.org


September Book Discussion 
 

How might the speeches of Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. have influenced 

the life of a boy growing up in Tallahassee, Florida, during the1960s? 

Colson Whitehead’s novel, The Nickel Boys, published in 2019 and now 

out in paperback, explores that question. The story brings to light the 

experiences of young men sentenced to time at a segregated reform 

school. The characters and their families are forever shaped by what 

happened to them there. 

 

The Nickel Boys won the Pulitzer Prize and the Kirkus Prize for Fiction, 

was a New York Times Bestseller, and a finalist for the National Book 

Critics Circle Award. Reviewer Maureen Corrigan said, “It's a 

masterpiece squared, rooted in history and American mythology and, yet, 

painfully topical in its visions of justice and mercy erratically denied.” 

 

April Herron will lead a discussion of the book on Wednesday, September 30, at 7:00 p.m. 

Please note that, as per usual, you have all month to read the book. However, breaking with 

tradition, the gathering will take place this time on a Wednesday. Please email april@rhumc.org 

if you plan to participate. Current plans are to stick with the zoom format. By signing up you 

assure that you will receive the zoom invitation, as well as any other relevant notifications. 

Upper Room Daily Devotional Booklets Available 
 

The September/October edition of the Upper Room is available in the reception area of the 

church office building and also in the narthex. You are welcome to come by during weekday 

business hours to pick up a copy. Each booklet contains two months worth of daily scripture 

text along with brief reflection and prayer. By calling before you come to campus you can 

ensure that the door will be unlocked and you will have access to what you need. 

Onsite Construction 
The lower entrance to the driveway to the church parking 

lot is under construction. The border between the driveway 

and the horse trail is being rebuilt. A passageway is often 

open, but it is narrow, so use caution when navigating the 

drive. If you should be visiting the church campus, another 

option is to use the Country Day School driveway and then 

park in the upper lot near the choir room. Portions of the 

back parking lot are being resurfaced, so please observe all 

cones and caution tape. 

mailto:april@rhumc.org


Our TLC choir singers 

provided melodious songs to 

two of our housebound 

parishioners this month. 

Adaptions were made to their 

latest ministry offerings and 

all wore masks and socially 

distanced. Thank you TLC 

for providing such joy!  

TLC Choir Singers 

Sister Circle Mission Project 

Our Sister Circle organized the assembling of 

masks for hygiene kits to be donated to two 

asylum seeker shelters in San Diego and one 

across the border. The project was sponsored by  

the CALPAC Disaster Task Force. 



The Missions Committee is continuing its work with the homeless by sponsoring a collection 

drive over the next few months to help the homeless population. Don't feel like shopping? 

Monetary donations are welcome! You can donate on line at rhumc.org or send a check payable 

to RHUMC to the church at 26438 Crenshaw Blvd, Rolling Hills Estates, CA. 90274. In either case, 

please note in the designated giving line or in the memo line on your check that the donation is 

for the HOMELESS MINISTRY. Please DO NOT use the text giving option for this ministry. 

If shopping is more your thing, here are the items we are collecting: 

COVERING BASIC NEEDS 

The homeless always welcome new socks and underwear. We can use all sizes suitable for men 

and women. And the women need feminine hygiene products of all kinds. For sanitation reasons, 

please donate these items new in their original packaging 

HELPING NEWLY HOUSED HOMELESS 

There are various organizations helping to find temporary or long term housing for the homeless. 

But remember what it was like to move into your first place? You needed EVERY kind of 

household good. The Missions Committee is seeking to put together 10 "Welcome Home Kits" 

that Harbor Interfaith can use to assist the newly housed. You can donate whatever portion of 

the kits appeals to you or contribute cash towards purchases. We estimate a complete kit costs 

around $350. The list of items we are collecting can be found on the church website or you can 

find suggested items at our Amazon Wish List located at: rhumc.org 

DIRECT DELIVERY OR DRIVE THROUGH GIVING OPTIONS 

In conjunction with RHUMC's monthly communion pick up, the Missions Committee will be 

holding a drive through collection program to collect these items. You can drop donations at the 

same time as you pick up your communion items. Alternatively, you can order items for delivery 

directly to the church. Thanks for your generosity during this very difficult time. 

If you missed our seminar on Homelessness: Busting the Myths about the Crisis in our Community, you 
can find the link at rhumc.org. As one person observed, the statistics are shocking. 

https://rhumc.org/homelessness-busting-the-myths-about-the-crisis-in-our-community/
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Second Sundays at Two 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 

~ presents ~ 

Acclaimed Canadian Pianists 

from the USC Thornton School Faculty 

STREAMED OVER THE INTERNET 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian pianists Bernadene Blaha and Kevin Fitz-Gerald are internationally 

recognized as gifted recitalists, orchestra soloists, and chamber musicians, 

appearing in leading concert series on world-renowned stages. Collaboration in the 

four-hand and two-piano repertoire arose from an invitation to tour classical music 

for the Royal Viking Cruise line shortly after they were married in 1987. Currently 

based in Los Angeles, both pianists serve as faculty members at the University of 

Southern California's Thornton School of Music.  

Duo Pianists 

BERNADENE BLAHA & KEVIN FITZ-GERALD 
 

Check the concert announcement at 

www.RHUMC.org 

for the link to the recital 

http://www.rhumc.org/


Come join us this school year! 

Kid Zone and Mid Zone After School Registration is now open! 

For School Year 2020-2021 
 

To register for this school year please stop by the office  

to pick up registration packets.   

Our office has moved into the main church office, next to the preschool office.   

We are here to help our students complete 

their distance learning. 

Our first day back will be September 8th.  

For more information call 310-377-7302 or  

email kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org  

Hope to see you this school year! 
 

 

 

The preschool is resuming on Tuesday, September 8th for the 

2020-2021 school year. We look forward to seeing the children 

and their families back for school! 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool 



Youth Ministries  

Ignite youth Ministry 

“Out of this world” Kick Off Via ZOOM 

September 9 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Contact Kristin@rhumc.org for the link to join. 

Youth Sunday School 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom 

Contact Kristin@rhumc.org for the link to join. 

Stay connected on social media: 

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth 

Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 
 

Youth Service Projects 

Toberman Book Drive 9/5 

Virtual Relay for Life 10/3 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org
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The RHUMC Children’s Ministry is conducting online Sunday School for children in the 

congregation. Parents of TK-2nd graders receive an email each Saturday with a Bible lesson, 

activity sheets and video links. For more information please email Debra DeLuca at 

debra@rhumc.org. 

 

Parents of 3rd-5th graders receive an email each Saturday with a Bible lesson, activity sheets 

and video links. For more information please email Ms. Stevie at steviesterling@gmail.com. 

 

Our Youth Ministry conducts live stream Sunday School lessons for youth (6th-12th grades) 

via Google Meetups. Weekly lesson plans are emailed. For more information please contact 

Kristin Reksc at Kristin@rhumc.org. 

  4th Grade Bible Presentation  
 

Romans 15.4: For whatever was written in former days 

was written for our instruction,  

so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement  

of the scriptures we might have hope. 

 
We celebrate the tradition of presenting Bibles to our children who have completed 3rd grade 

and are now beginning 4th grade as a gift from our congregation. 

 

This year to ensure the safety of others while acknowledging the accomplishments of your 

child, Ms. Debra will be delivering the Bible to your home at your convenience. 

 

If you would like your child to receive their Bible, please contact Debra DeLuca at the church 

office at 310-377-6771 or at debra@rhumc.org. 

mailto:debra@rhumc.org
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Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 

church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 

26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 

 

Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 

PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 

8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Next Cornerstone deadline is September 25 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute   Associate Pastor April Herron 

Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett   Music Director Chuck Dickerson 
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Children’s Ministry  Dir. Debra DeLuca   Exec. Asst. to Pastor Roksolana Vecerek 

Youth Ministry Director Kristin Reksc   Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Kid Zone Director Megan Pelc   Custodian Miguel Portillo 
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Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman     

          

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 

Web Site www.rhumc.org       
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