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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 
 

 Some days it feels as if all we do is run from one thing to 

another. There are times when that’s just what we have to do. The 

situation requires it. A crisis calls for our attention. We drop what we’re 

doing and give it all we have. Then we go running back to where we 

were before it all started and try to remember what we were doing. 

Sometimes that’s what’s needed. So that’s what we do. 

 But I’ve noticed that it is possible to become addicted, if you 

will, to that sense of urgency and importance in the midst of a crisis. 

There is a rush of adrenalin, a concentration of the mind and heart on the need right in front of 

us. When it is over, there is a sense of relief to be sure. But there are times when I find that I am 

waiting for the next urgent thing. I look at the phone, waiting for it to ring. I check my email, 

wondering who might be in trouble.  

 Meanwhile there are still plenty of other things to do. My desk is covered with various 

and important matters. There are people to see, even if their house hasn’t just burned down. 

There is good work to be done on any number of fronts. But no drama. 

 In his book In the Name of Jesus writer Henri Nouwen offers a series of reflections on 

the temptations of Jesus. Two of them hit me between the eyes. One is what he calls “the 

temptation to be relevant.” That’s what he calls the devil’s suggestion that Jesus turn stones into 

bread. What could be wrong with relevancy? Who wants to be irrelevant? Don’t we want our 

lives to count? Don’t we want to make a difference? 

 The second is “the temptation to be spectacular.” That’s how he describes the 

suggestion that Jesus leap from the top of the temple. People will watch with amazement as the 

angels bring him safely down. Don’t we want our lives to be remarkable? Don’t we want our 

efforts to be seen? 

 The third temptation is the temptation to take power ourselves, rather than being willing 

to be led. He doesn’t mean that we, or Jesus, are looking to be in charge of everyone or 

everything. But we do try to control the situations around us, rather than doing the hard work of 

loving others who are beyond our control. 

 The temptations Jesus faces in the wilderness are not actually bad things. When the time 

comes he will feed a hungry crowd with bread and fish. He will also be lifted up so that God’s 

mercy and compassion can be made visible. But it will be from the cross, and not the top of the 

temple. What the devil offers are versions of Jesus’ own hopes, but in a form that turns them to 

other purposes. 

 Lent offers the opportunity to let go of my need to be needed, my desire to be relevant, 

to be spectacular, to be in control. If I could give that up for Lent, perhaps I may be more fully 

open to God’s grace in the ordinary, everyday events of our lives. 
 

 Grace and peace, 



April Herron 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Someone asked me recently how I choose the books for our 

discussion gatherings. Apparently the books I select sometimes 

strike others as sad! Having given the question some thought, I 

have realized that I look for books which explore how people 

draw upon the spiritual resources available to them as they strive 

to meet the events and developments of their lives in some sort of 

proactive way. Life circumstances are not always happy, yet I am 

consistently inspired and encouraged by stories in which the characters demonstrate 

creativity and resilience.  
 

Spiritual resources might include the faith structure of a traditional religion, features of 

the natural world, significant loving relationships, the disciplines of a particular 

profession or pursuit, the gift of music, or the strengths residing in a family or 

community or group of friends. I also like books which teach me about what it's like to 

live in other places and other times than the one where I find myself and, at the same 

time, show me what I have in common with human beings in other cultures and 

climates. I am willing to read about painful experiences when the story is also one of 

courage and devotion to life's possibilities. 
 

We have entered the season of Lent, during which we will be encountering some of the 

difficult and sorrowful aspects of the life of Jesus as well as reflecting on the 

implications of his crucifixion. Engaging these gospel stories might make us feel sad, 

and yet ultimately they open the way for us to be bathed in hope and love. Whether 

your pathway through Lent involves a multitude of extra rehearsals as you sing with 

others in the choir, or participation in a group that will meet weekly and study scripture 

together, or a decision to learn more about prayer, or a generous life-giving gift in the 

form of a blood donation or a contribution of resources to a ministry or service 

program, you have the opportunity to move along with Jesus in the direction of grace 

and peace. 
 

The pages of this newsletter overflow with options for drawing upon the spiritual 

resources of our particular time and place. I am glad for your companionship as we 

read, reflect, and act together for the sake of the world that God so loves. 
 

Your friend in Christ, 



Message from Martha Rowlett, Senior Pastor Emeritus 
 

Snow is falling in Asheville today. Normal average snowfall when I moved here was about  

13 inches. As I write, we are nearing the end of February. Two inches are forecast for today, 

and we have not had snow that covered the ground for more than 24 hours all winter. History 

records blizzards and heavy snow here as late as April, but that experience was decades ago. 

This is now. I am taking a Lifetime Learning class entitled CLIMATE CHAOS. We are 

studying shocking global weather history with pictures of shrinking polar ice caps and slowing 

ocean currents and new heat records every year. No longer are people anticipating more 

decades of time to deal with what is happening to our global home before it is “too late,” 

whatever that may mean. The faith questions for such a time as this are colossal. Scientists are 

overwhelmingly convinced that fossil fuel gases in the atmosphere is the problem. The problem 

can be traced historically to the industrial revolution, and primarily human use of fossil fuels. 

Well-meaning people disagree on this. Last week’s class was titled, “Let’s Hope It Is a Hoax.” 

My retirement community this week is putting solar panels on the roofs of two buildings. I 

think with pleasure of Rolling Hills Church so happily powering the facilities for its ministry 

with energy from the sun.  

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 

Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Our 

individual lives can definitely be uncomfortable. We prefer stability and a 

predictable future. Its those who are willing to embrace uncertainty and 

make the risky decision to follow Jesus despite the many unknowns who 

will reap the greatest rewards. 

EMBRACING the UNCERTAIN by Methodist elder Magrey R.deVega 

invites all this Lent to engage and wrestle with life's uncertainties. The six 

stories for the 6 Sundays of Lent beginning March 1 are signposts, that will 

point us forward to the cross, that can show us how to go forward with 

courage and hope. Join us in this small intimate Bible study group, as we discuss questions that 

the author poses to assist us, in this Lenten season, in an adventure leading to personal growth.  



 



Dawn Unity by Bob Rothman 
 

“Searching for Civility in a Partisan World” is the topic for the Dawn Unity 

Group’s Interfaith Discovery Series to be held on Tuesday, March 10, 7:30 p.m. 

in our sanctuary. The panelists are April Herron; Rev. Clayton Cobb, 

Presbyterian Church USA; Rev. Reinhard Krauss, UCLA; and Rev. David Young, The 

Neighborhood Church. Bob Rothman will be the moderator. Civility is declining and the 

willingness to listen too often is dependent on what one wants to hear. Discussion among 

families and neighbors can become nasty and divisive. Disrespect for differing points of view 

creates walls between people and we lose out by not considering other perspectives. Has this 

happened before to the same degree? Has contemporary media magnified the problem? How 

can this be reversed, and where will the leadership come from to do so? Join us for this free  

90-minute timely program. For further information call 310-833-7008. 

Good Friday Concert 
 

The Chanel Choir will present Beethoven's Mass in C at 7:30 p.m. on  

Good Friday, April 10, both to celebrate Chr ist Passion Season and also in 

acknowledgement of the 250th Anniversary of Beethoven's birth. The choir will 

be accompanied by the Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles, all of which 

will be under the direction of our Director of Music, Charles Dickerson. Plan 

now to attend this significant musical celebration.  

Pickles in April to Benefit Immigrants! 
 
Back by popular demand, Fletcher Larson’s pickles will be available for purchase on Palm 

Sunday, April 5. The Missions Committee will also be holding a bake sale that day, so please 

stop by to enjoy the treats and consider bringing a treat for us to sell. All proceeds will benefit 

the work of The Border Church /La Iglesia Fronteriza, a nonsectarian Christian ministry 

centered in the celebration of open-table communion on the U.S.-Mexico border. With fewer 

and fewer asylum-seekers being admitted to the United States, more and more are having to 

remain in Tijuana, the largest city on Mexico's northern border. After eight years of gathering a 

unique celebration of communion across the border wall at Friendship Park, the historic 

meeting place on the border between San Diego and Tijuana, the Border Church team in 

Mexico is now rolling out an ongoing program aimed at assisting migrants and deportees to 

become established and productive long-term residents of the city. In recognition that Jesus 

himself was born into a migrant family, Rolling Hills UMC is pleased to be able to support this 

important ministry during Lent. Cash donations are also welcome. You can find more 

information about The Border Church at https://www.borderchurch.org. Thanks for your 

ongoing support of our outreach efforts. 

https://www.borderchurch.org/




Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
 

The food drive sponsored by the Mission Committee in support of Project Needs Pantry has 

been a huge success. To date over 265 bags of food have been donated. Plus some monetary 

gifts. 
 

We are pleased with the selection of the items given, as they are exactly what are needed. We at 

Project Needs thank you very much for your generosity and support. 
 

Your support allows Project Needs to serve much needed food items to supplement the diet of 

over 400 families each month. These families include the homeless, the aged and those unable 

to provide enough food on their limited income. Your gifts are a blessing to many in need. 
 

Dale and Linda Gehr 

Volunteers and Board members Project Needs 

Blood Drive 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Health and Wellness team and Parish Nurse are hosting the drive at the wonderful Torrance 

Memorial Blood Donor Center, staffed by registered nurses. Invite your family and friends to 

join you, and visit with them while giving! We will offer you a choice of a Starbucks or Sees 

gift card when you donate as a small token of appreciation for your time and valuable life-

saving gift to our community.   

 

Sign-ups to donate blood will take place on Sundays, March 8th, 15th, and 22nd, following each 

of the worship services with a member of the Health and Wellness team or Parish Nurse. You 

may also call Annette Matsuda at 310-618-8122. If you are not available on either March 27th 

or 30th, you can still participate in our drive at Torrance Memorial! Just let us know when you 

donate by notifying Annette. 

 

If you have any questions about giving blood, please call the Blood Donor Center at  

310-517-4647.  

Friday, March 27th 

8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

and 

Monday, March 30th 

8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 



□ To the Glory of God 

 

□ In Honor of:  _________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________  

 

□ In Memory of:  ________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________  

 

Given by:  ______________________________________________  

 

Number of plants: __________ Amount paid:__________________  

 

Cash: ____________________ Check number:_________________  

 

Please make checks payable to RHUMC for $15 per plant, or 2 for 

$25. Give this order form and payment to the volunteers staffing the 

table on the patio, place in the offering basket, or send to the office. 

The last day to order plants is April 5th. Thank you! 

Help us decorate the  
Sanctuary for Easter! 

  

You are invited to donate one or more Easter 

plants to decorate the sanctuary for Easter 

services. The plants can be dedicated a few 

different ways. 



Second Sundays At Two 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  

 

 

Contribute What You Can ~ 100% for the Artists 

All are Welcome! 

The BARRANTES & PINTO-RIBEIRO PIANO DUO was formed in Moscow in 1998, when 

Portuguese pianist Filipe Pinto-Ribeiro and Peruvian pianist Rosa Maria Barrantes were 

studying at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory. They studied for two years with the greatest Russian 

master of piano duo, Professor Alexander Bakhchiev, who along with his wife, Professor Elena 

Sorokina, were the famous Piano Duo of Russia. The concert will reprise a celebrated recital the 

Barrantes & Pinto-Ribeiro Piano Duo presented in Moscow titled Paris 1900 with selections by 

Fauré, Poulenc, and Ravel complemented by projected images of the day. 
 

The Barrantes & Pinto-Ribeiro Piano Duo has performed across Europe and America, and has 

recorded a CD in Berlin. Rosa Maria Barrantes and Filipe Pinto-Ribeiro are also a “duo” in 

personal life, and they live in Lisbon with their two children, Alfonso and Alice. 

~ presents ~ 

from Lisbon, Portugal 

BARRANTES & PINTO-RIBEIRO PIANO DUO 

Filipe Pinto-Ribeiro & Rosa Maria Barrantes 

UMCOR Sunday - March 22 
 

UMCOR lives out signs of Christ’s extravagant grace in the world by prayerfully working with 

communities that are overwhelmed by natural or man-made disasters. UMCOR builds on the 

strengths of what is already available in a community and actively involves the people affected 

in recovery efforts. One of the wonderful aspects of The United Methodist Church is that we 

can do so much more together than we ever could do on our own - and through our connection 

UMCOR has been doing this for 80 years. 

 

On March 22 we will have a special offering to help underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing 

business.” Funds raised will help UMCOR keep their promise that 100% of any gift to a 

specific UMCOR project will go toward that project, not administrative costs. Special 

envelopes will be inserted in the Sunday Worship bulletin. Thank you for your generosity. 



RHUMC Facilities Manager Position Opening 
 

Do you have some spare time? Do you enjoy fixing things? Do you like working with nice 

people? 

 

If you answered YES to the above we have a wonderful opportunity for you! RHUMC is 

looking for a Facilities Manager to provide oversight to the maintenance and repair of the 

church space and facilities. This is a paid position, working with the Administrative Secretary 

and the Board of Trustees on a variety of maintenance projects. We are looking for someone 

who can be available 8-10 hours a week and is not afraid of an occasional emergency. If this 

sounds too good to be true and you’re interested, please contact Janet Westergaard at 

310.544.1081 or via email at janet@esearch.com. The position is open and we look forward to 

filling it soon. Thank you! 

Women’s Retreat by Patty Koester 
 

 

Twenty of us traveled to Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside to 

experience, learn and witness to “Welcoming God’s New Day” 

lead by April. Perched high above the freeway with a glimpse 

of the ocean beyond, we found solitude and welcomed new 

friends in this place. We look to 2022 when we will return. 

mailto:janet@esearch.com


Second Sunday Supper 
 

We hope you can join us for dinner on Sunday, March 8, after 3rd service. This month’s Second 

Sunday Supper is lasagna (traditional and gluten-free/vegetarian options), salad and garlic bread 

from Sorrento’s Restaurant in San Pedro. The requested donation is $5 per person, $15 per 

family. 3rd service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
 

Join us for breakfast on Saturday, March 21, in the Mission Room. Coffee at 7:30 a.m.; 

Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. and Guest Speaker Bill Semos, retired Professor of Economics from 

Loyola University, at 8:30 a.m.   

Club Maintenance 
 

On February 8, a jovial group of the botanically inclined gathered to dig, irrigate, plant, 

and fertilize seventeen Agapanthus from Jan and Steve Johnson along our new 

wheelchair ramp in the east parking lot. Three new Lantana plants we put in place 

outside the choir room. A tree growing around the parking lot light in the upper parking lot 

was pared back so that those walking thereunder will experience a brighter journey. 

 

The children’s playhouse on the preschool playground continued to receive love and care in 

the form of trim paint. Two clocks were firmly affixed to helpful locations and a soap 

dispenser in one of the classrooms was re-attached to the wall. 

 

The sanctuary furnace rooms were cleaned out. The circular table storage racks in the Wesley 

Hall storage area were modified in order to reduce table damage. A wooden desk from old 

Kid Zone office was moved to the new office in the remodeled administration building. 

  

The team included Bill Bails, Bob Chamberlin, Gene Koester, Dave Larson, Keith Levan, 

Oren Sheldon, Jim Showalter and Bill Weisinger. The next opportunity to participate in the 

Club Maintenance effort will be at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 14. 

 

Save the Date 

Memorial Day Weekend 

May 22-25 

Family Camp 



We are looking for fun, energetic youth interested in becoming a part of our 
summer family. You must be 16 years old to apply for a paid Counselor position. 
Graduating 8th graders and older may apply for our Jr. Counselor/Volunteer 
Program to earn volunteer hours.   
 
Applications are due by MARCH  20, 2020 Here is how to apply: 
Email Megan:  kidzone.midzone@gmail.com 

Kid Zone and Mid Zone Summer Camp Dates: 
June 15 to August 7 

For more information on registration 

Call: 310-377-7302  

Email: kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org 

Kid Zone Spring Break Camp  
Kindergarten to 5th!  

March 30th –April 3rd or 

April 6th-10th   
5% off if you register & pay by March 20,2020 

For more information  

Call: 310-377-7302  

Email: kidzone.midzone@rhumc.org  

 



Children’s Ministry 

Preschool Fundraiser 
 

Join us on Thursday, March 12, at Primo, authentic Italian cuisine, between 5:00-10:00 p.m. 

and 15% of your entire purchase will be donated back to our preschool. 
 

   Primo 
   24590 Hawthorne Blvd. 
   Torrance, CA  90505 
   (Hillside Village ) 
   310-378-4288 
   www.eatprimo.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2020 

AUGUST 3RD – 7TH 

Children’s Ministries is looking for donations of paper towel rolls 

and toilet paper rolls to be used to make crafts for VBC in August. 

 

Please save up your rolls and drop them off with Debra throughout 

the next several months. Your help is greatly appreciated! 



Youth Ministries  

Service Opportunity- Serving a Meal at St. Luke’s 

Saturday, March 14 - 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
We will meet at RHUMC and carpool to St. Luke’s in Long Beach. Youth will help cook and 
serve the meal. Please RSVP to Kristin so we can plan enough adult drivers. 

Ignite Youth Mid-Week Ministry  

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (Dinner is provided) 
March 4 – Creation  
March 11 – Hot Topic Night 
March 18 – Youth Sunday Rehearsal  
March 25 – Looking Towards the Future 

Youth Sunday, March 22, 2020 

All youth are invited to participate in leading worship on Sunday, March 22. Youth can 
read scripture, present a mini-sermon, usher, greet or pray! Contact Kristin if you would 
like to be involved. 

Are you interested in working with amazing youth and participating in a 
service project this summer? Our Senior High team will be going to 
Chiloquin, OR July 25-Aug. 2 and we are looking for adult volunteers to 
chaperone! Please contact Kristin for more information. 

Sierra Service Project 2020 - Adult Counselors 

Kristin Reksc, Director of Youth Ministries 

Kristin@rhumc.org 

 

Stay connected on social media 

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth 

Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

Text Reminders: send keyword “RHUMCyouth” to 33222 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 

church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 

26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 

 

Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 

PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 

8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Next Cornerstone deadline is March 27 

www.rhumc.org  
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Youth Ministry Director Kristin Reksc   Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Kid Zone Director Megan Pelc   Custodian Miguel Portillo 

Treasurer John Fitzgerald     

Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman     
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Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 

Web Site www.rhumc.org       
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