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from the pastors Jonathan Chute 

 

 The new year invites us to look ahead at what it promises or 

portends. Of course we can’t see everything we’d like to know about the 

coming twelve months, but we do know a few things. Some important 

dates are already on the calendar. Trips are planned. Visits with family 

and friends. A national election. Birthdays, anniversaries. We look 

forward to what they offer. We live in hope. 

 That’s true for our United Methodist Church this year as well. 

The rules of what was called the Traditional Plan, passed last February at our special General 

Conference meeting, come into effect on January 1 for the American church (later elsewhere). 

But for a variety of reasons no one quite understands what that will mean. 

 The approval of the new rules created much distress, not only here in the U.S. but in 

other regions within our denomination. Some parts of the church have stated that they will not 

process complaints against clergy who are LGBTQ, or who have celebrated same sex 

marriages, if that is the only basis of a complaint. That is true in the Western Jurisdiction, the 

area west of the Rockies here in the U.S. There are other bishops in other areas that have 

indicted the same. This has offered some sense of relief for clergy who favor openness and full 

inclusion, as your pastors do. It has also angered others.  

 The reaction to the Traditional Plan has also energized a significant number of others 

who may not be entirely comfortable with LGBTQ inclusion, but do not favor the punitive 

character of the new rules. There are many, both here in the U.S. and around the globe, working 

to create other options which they hope to get passed at this year’s regular General Conference, 

to be held in Minneapolis in May. 

 Both April and I have been part of a number of different ventures whose intention is to 

find a hopeful and generous way forward, in keeping with the character and focus of our church 

over the past 200 years. I expect that some of the work needed to help make that possible will 

take place at our Annual and General Conferences. But much more than that, our future truly 

depends on people who are part of healthy, loving and generous congregations, who focus on 

mission, the needs and hopes of the communities we serve. 

 I know that I am fortunate to serve in such a setting, and with a team of capable, 

competent, and compassionate leaders both on our staff and throughout the congregation. I 

can’t see everything I’d like to know about the coming year. But I know that as we live and 

work and grow in God’s grace, we will be able to handle whatever may come, together. And 

that is more than enough reason enough to say… 

 Happy New Year! 

  

 Grace and peace, 



April Herron 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Happy New Year! And may 2020 be full of good books!   

 

As the year begins, I find myself thankful for libraries, and for digital 

forms of transmission. Without them I might be lost under a mountain of 

books. Speaking of which, here's a recommendation for a book that's 

fantastic in its audio format: Travel Light, Move Fast by Alexandra 

Fuller. It's a memoir focused on the author's father and mother. She reads 

the book herself, offering a riveting interpretation of her parents' voices. Fuller's mother kept 

piles, stacks, and shelves of books throughout her living space, which was usually a farm in 

southern or central Africa. Her father, meanwhile, kept hardly anything; he is the one whose 

motto was, "Travel light, move fast." With love and amazement, Fuller recounts the family 

history, beginning with her father's death in a hospital in Budapest. 

 
Yes, we at RHUMC will be engaging in book discussions this year. Here are the next three 

selections and their discussion dates: Our Homesick Songs by by Emma Hooper (February 24), 

The Murmur of Bees by Sofia Segovia (March 23), and The Dutch House by Ann Patchett and 

brilliantly read by Tom Hanks for the audio version (April 20). These are all works of fiction. 

Some of you like to start early when it comes to tracking down copies, while others forget the 

plot if they read too far in advance, so I'll leave it to you to pace yourselves. 

 
We will also continue to pursue study of the Bible, which is a library of books in its own right! 

When I visited the Church of the Resurrection just a few months ago, I learned of a resource 

that helps congregations grow in understanding of specific scripture passages which are 

relevant to the ongoing theological conversation about inclusiveness, ethics, and the future of 

the United Methodist Church. I've set aside all four Tuesdays in February for an exploration of 

that material. You'll be able to choose a morning or an evening gathering each week.  

 
On we go, reading and learning and striving to be faithful to God each day. I am grateful for 

your companionship along the way! 



Message from Martha Rowlett, Senior Pastor Emeritus 
 

2020. That means “perfect vision” doesn’t it? When I get a new pair of glasses, I expect to put 

them on and my eyes will see the world around me with 2020 vision. It would be a wonderful 

thing if the entire human race could suddenly have perfect vision at midnight on December 31, 

2019. 2020 vision everywhere, WOW. But even more important than our physical vision of the 

world as it is, we carry into the new year our faith which gives us 2020 vision of the world as it 

was created to be. Jesus teaches his disciples to look for that world in his prayer that millions of 

his disciples around the world pray regularly. “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.” John Wesley teaches Methodists that their 2020 vision of God’s will for all 

creation and for each of us is to be seen through a combination of scripture, tradition, reason 

and experience. We are not left alone to go through the new year with simply what we can see 

with our physical eyes. We can trust that a loving creator not visible with those eyes is present 

and working among us with a loving vision of what this world could be and what each of us can 

be. We can live the next 365+ days listening for and responding to God’s loving will for “the 

earth” and that includes you and me.   

Missions Update - Helping Others and Yourself 
 

Thank you to every person in our congregation who participated in Trek to the Tree and 

Mission Fiesta Sunday. Noucha Jasanis, on behalf of our Missions Committee, was able to 

deliver over 100 toys and 150 gift certificates to the children served by the Toberman 

Neighborhood Center in San Pedro. We also collected almost $13,000 to benefit Heifer 

International, Habitat for Humanity, St. Paul’s Project Needs and the four missionaries we 

support through the global UMC conference. 

 

While our congregation continues to support a number of worldwide ministries, we are also 

keenly focused on serving the needs of our local communities. Besides Toberman and Project 

Needs, among the local organizations serving those in need that we support are Amigos Sin 

Barreras (food assistance for low income people with HIV or AIDS), Habitat for Humanity 

builds in Long Beach and neighboring areas, the Crop Walk (a portion of the proceeds go to 

local organizations providing food assistance), and Harbor Interfaith Services (shelter and other 

assistance for the homeless and working poor).   

 

Our Missions Committee has great fun planning and implementing events throughout the year 

that serve others. If being a servant of God in this fashion calls to you, we welcome you to join 

us. We have one hour planning meetings about eight times a year and ask that committee 

members assist with the events the committee chooses. You can even propose events that you 

would like to see our church pursue. If you are interested, please contact Kim Hall at  

(310) 721-7526 or Kathy Platnick at (213) 479-6950. 



New Member Welcome 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Rolling Hills UMC, plan to join us Sunday,  

January 12, at 11:30 a.m. for  the next New Member Welcome. It’s a r elaxed and informal 

time where you’ll meet others who are new to the church, hear about the life and work of the 

congregation, take a tour of the facility, share a light meal and learn a bit about the United 

Methodist Church. It’s a helpful introduction for people who would like to know more than just 

what happens on Sunday mornings. Many of the people who attend one of these gatherings 

decide to join the church, but there is no expectation that anyone do so. For those who do wish 

to join, we will be welcoming new members into the church on Sunday, January 26, at all three 

services. 

 

Please call the church office at 310-377-6771 if you would like to attend. Childcare is available 

with reservation. 

 

Second Sundays At Two 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

Praised as “ideally eloquent” by the Los Angeles Times, cellist Eric Byers debuted with the Los 

Angeles Philharmonic in a last-minute substitution. As a founding member of the famed Calder 

Quartet, Eric has appeared in leading venues worldwide including Wigmore Hall in London, 

with the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, Salzburg Festival, Edinburgh Festival, Melbourne 

Festival, Ojai Festival, Esterházy Palace in Austria, and the Sydney Opera House, to name 

some. 
 

A Steinway artist and the Piano Chair at the Colburn Conservatory, Italian-born Fabio Bidini is 

among the world’s leading pianists. He has appeared as concerto soloist with the London 

Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra of London, San Francisco Symphony, 

Philharmonia Orchestra Prague, and Hungarian National Philharmonic Orchestra, among many 

others. 

Contribute What You Can ~ 100% for the Artists 

All are Welcome! 

~ presents ~ 

Cellist ERIC BYERS 
~ and ~ 

Pianist FABIO BIDINI 



Thanks and Gratitude by Doug Kemps, Suellen Fung and Dale Gehr 
 

Our thanks and gratitude go to all who made our Thanksgiving Dinner such a success. We had 

251 people sit down to dinner this year! For the decorating crew, the kitchen chefs, the smoked 

turkey grillers, the ticket sellers, the youth servers with their leaders, the welcome reception 

group, the Silent Auction team, the turkey carvers, the cleaner-uppers and the wonderful folks 

who helped with the laundry... a mighty, mighty THANK YOU. Such events take team 

effort...and you gave your all! 
 

After the dinner, we packaged over 60 quarts of food for Project Needs. From the Dinner 

proceeds, $2,000.00 went to the Sierra Service Project. Another $1,310.03 went toward buying 

an ark for Heifer. The balance of $1,167.58 went to the Building Fund. Thanks to the 

contributors and lucky winners of the Silent Auction, an additional $3,905 went to the Building 

Fund. Once again, thank you for your time and effort and graciousness and generosity. 

RHUMC is blessed! 

Dawn Unity  
 

The Dawn Unity Group will hold a panel discussion on “Disputes in My 

Religion” on Tuesday, January 14, 7:30 p.m. at Congregation Ner Tamid, 5721 

Crestridge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes. Today the United Methodist Church is 

debating questions of inclusiveness and human sexuality; Jonathan Chute will discuss the issues 

and their politics as the international body with a broad spectrum of beliefs struggles to resolve 

its differences. Islam has been split almost 1400 years between Sunni and Shia over the rightful 

successor to the Prophet, a dispute that we see generates strong passions today. We need an 

understanding when we watch and read the news and Prof. Amir Hussain, Loyola Marymount 

University, will teach us. Catholics and Jews always have internal disputes involving 

conservatives and liberals, the religion of my father versus modernization. Father Alexei Smith, 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and Rabbi Brian Schuldenfrei, Congregation Ner Tamid, will 

speak to these, and we will find commonality of issues among the four religions. Bob Rothman 

will be the moderator. The 90-minute program is free to all, so join us for an educational 

evening. 

Bell Ringers at RHUMC by Roxanne Morse 

 

It was a short but very enthusiastic season at our Salvation Army kettle as RHUMC 

volunteers rang the bell in front of Vons. We had our best season ever! We collected 

$1,727.56 for the 19 evenings. We also saw some very generous RHUMC members 

include their support for the Salvation Army into our kettle, which keeps the donation 

local. Our ministry has grown and prospered and I thank all of the workers who volunteered at 

the kettle during the busy holiday season. See you next year! 





Second Sunday Supper 
 

We hope you can join us for dinner on Sunday, January 12, after 3rd service. This month’s 

Second Sunday Supper is lasagna (traditional and a gluten-free/vegetarian option), salad and 

garlic bread from Sorrento’s Restaurant in San Pedro. The requested donation is $5 per person, 

$15 per family. 3rd service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Club Maintenance 
 

A Hearty Ho Ho Ho to the 10 hard working elves who eschewed their own Christmas 

preparations for the morning of December 14 and came to church with hammers, 

screwdrivers, saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, shovels and paint brushes to attach, construct, 

spruce-up, paint and improve our safety around RHUMC. Stocking hats off to Clarence, Jim, 

Gene, Keith, Bill W, Bill B, Dave L, Dave S, Chris and Bob, the Christmas gnome. The next 

opportunity to participate in the Club Maintenance effort will be at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 

January 11.  

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
 

Join us for breakfast on Saturday, January 18, in the Mission Room. Coffee at 7:30 a.m.; 

Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. and Guest Speaker at 8:30 a.m.  

Thank you to the crew who 

met on December 3 and 

prepared a meal for delivery 

to St. Paul's where homeless 

people are able to be 

nourished by a hot meal.  

Thank You for Your Service 

Save the Date 
 

Our 2020 church-wide Blood Drive is coming! 
 

 Friday, March 27, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 

 Monday, March 30, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 

Our RHUMC blood drive will be held at the Torrance Memorial Medical Center Blood Donor 

Center. Anyone wishing to donate later in the day may walk in or call to arrange a donation 

appointment. Sign-ups will be taken by Health and Wellness team members in the 3 weeks 

prior to the drive. 





Children’s Ministry 

Drop your child off to a safe and fun night of crafts, games, 

dinner and a movie while you hit the town for a date night! 
    
Who:  Infants to Fifth Graders 

Where:  Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 

Costs:  $35 (1 kid), $45 (2 kids), $50 (3 kids), $55 (4 kids) 

 

Registration: Email Debra DeLuca at debra@rhumc.org to reserve your child’s spot. Space is 

limited, so be sure to sign-up early! 

 

Cancellation: If you have confirmed your child’s attendance and then find you will be unable  

  to attend, please contact Debra asap to cancel as we always have a waiting list 

  for this event. Thank you! 

Parents Night Out – Pajama Party! 

Wear  

 

Your 

 

Favorite  

 

PJ’s!  

Bring A 

  

Book 

  

For 

  

Story-time! 

January 11th from 

4:30 to 8:30pm 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Preschool Fundraiser 
 

Join us on Thursday, January 9, at Truxton’s American Bistro between 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., 

and 15% of your check will be donated back to our preschool. 
 

 Truxton’s American Bistro—Torrance 

 24530 Hawthorne Blvd. 

 Torrance, CA  90505 

 Located in Hillside Village 

 310-373-8790 



Youth Ministries  

Ignite Spring Kick Off  

January 29, 2020 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

(Dinner will be provided) 

RHUMC’s mid-week youth ministry resumes for the spring semester. 

Youth will play “get to know you” games and parents will meet with 

Kristin Reksc, Director of Youth Ministries, to review the calendar and 

sign up to volunteer. 

Confirmation 2020 

Youth 9th grade through 12th grade are invited to attend an informational 

meeting, Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

Please contact Kristin if you are interested in participating in the 

confirmation classes this spring. 

Sierra Service Project 2020 

Spots are filling fast; submit a $200 deposit as soon as possible to 

reserve a space on our service team! Youth entering 7th grade or 8th 

grade in fall of 2020 will attend the Junior High SSP, July 18-July 25 in 

Chiloquin, OR. Youth entering 9th grade through graduating seniors will 

attend the Senior High SSP, July 25 through August 2 in Chiloquin, OR. 

We are also looking for adult counselor volunteers that would like to 

chaperone with our team. Please contact Kristin to sign up. 

Kristin Reksc, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cell: 562-234-0161 Office: 310-377-6771 ext. 305 

Kristin@rhumc.org  

 

Stay connected on social media 

Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/RHyouth 

Instagram: rhumcyouth_ 

Text Reminders: send keyword “RHUMCyouth” to 33222 

mailto:Kristin@rhumc.org


Have your Cornerstone sent via email; it’s easy, just call the 

church office at 310-377-6771.  You can also view the 

Cornerstone on the church website at www.rhumc.org 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 

26438 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Rolling Hills Estates, CA  90274 

 

Change Service Requested 

SAVE OUR 

PLANET! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 

8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Next Cornerstone deadline is January 24 

www.rhumc.org  

 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute   Associate Pastor April Herron 

Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett   Music Director Chuck Dickerson 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial   Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

Parish Nurse Annette Matsuda   3rd Service Music Paula Kuno 

Children’s Ministry  Dir. Debra DeLuca   Exec. Asst. to Pastor Roksolana Vecerek 

Youth Ministry Director Kristin Reksc   Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 

Kid Zone Director Megan Pelc   Custodian Miguel Portillo 

Treasurer John Fitzgerald     

Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman     

          

Church Office Phone 310-377-6771   Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Fax Line 310-544-4123   District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 

Web Site www.rhumc.org       

http://www.rhumc.org

