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Vacation Bible Camp was a splashing time as our kids discovered how
Jesus rescues them through life’s storms at “Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus.”
The week was full of faith, love and fun!
Thank you all for your hard work and dedication you gave to help make our Vacation Bible Camp
a success. Whether you were program staff, crew leaders, snack specialist, photographers, decorators, greeters,
first aid attendants or any of the other amazing volunteers, I cannot thank you enough.
Debra DeLuca
Children’s Ministry Director

from the pastors

Jonathan Chute

At RHUMC there is really no such thing as the “dog days” of summer. No lying around.
No hiding in the shade. For us, the pace of life even picks up some. The campus is active
and busy with a couple of hundred children at our Preschool summer school, our Kid
Zone summer camps, and especially this past week with our Vacation Bible Camp. Our
middle school youth just returned from their week of service, working in the far northern
California community of Smith River. Our senior high youth will be coming home from
their week shortly.
We’ve had almost a hundred volunteer adult and youth crew leaders and helpers on site during VBC.
They’ve gotten up early, and worked well and hard together. The results of their efforts are obvious. No doubt
they’re tired, but it’s a good kind of tired. The same goes for our SSP youth. Mornings come early, the days are
long, but the sense of accomplishment and the joy of the community is hard to describe. It’s engaging,
rewarding, and exhausting all at once.
Work continues to prepare for moving our preschool into temporary accommodations for the coming
year of construction. By the start of the fall session we will be up and running. Fire department inspections, and
approvals by the Department of Social Services are on schedule. In about a week you will see construction
fencing going up as we get ready for demolition. Once the buildings are down and the site is clear we plan to
hold a Groundbreaking Celebration in early September. We’ll be sure to let everyone know once we have a date
and time set!

There are many reasons to be thankful this season, and much to celebrate. Your generosity is
remarkable. Halfway through the year we are within a fraction of a percent of our budget goal. Church and Kid
Zone operations had been budgeted for a surplus of just under $6,000 through June. Our actual surplus was just
under $4,000, out of a combined budget of $877,000 for the first six months. Thank you to all who help support
the life and work of our congregation, and as well as to those who ensure that your gifts are used to make a real
difference in our community and world.
As we look to the fall, I believe we will only have more occasions to give thanks, more reasons to
celebrate God’s presence and work among us. Thank you for what has already been a remarkable season of
grace.
Grace and peace,

April Herron
Dear Friends,
For obvious reasons, I have building projects on my mind! In the course of one recent
week, I learned that leveling buildings and designing ramps is done with close attention
to emergency egress requirements; that licensing a preschool involves both a fire
department inspection and a social work inspection and they have to happen in that
order; that fences come in a surprising array of materials, designs and conditions of use;
that hard hats can be both reassuring and stylish; that no detail of the plumbing plans is
too small for a high level building committee meeting. It's pretty fun to be even on the periphery of a project the
size and scope of what we are undertaking. It also awakens my sympathies toward those who are most directly
immersed in the disruptions and decisions required when a whole community is trying to get everything just
right.
For equally obvious reasons, another thing never far from my mind is the Bible. And guess what? The Bible
contains a lot of stories, sayings, and guidance about building! From the ark and the tower of Babel in Genesis
to the vision of the Holy City built by God in the later chapters of the New Testament, with the building and
rebuilding of the Temple in between, the details and reflections about construction in the Bible are both
fascinating and insightful. Here is some good advice from 1 Corinthians 3:10: “Each builder must choose with
care how to build on the foundation that has been laid.” The instruction is literally wise, and it also serves as a
metaphor for building the church as a community of faith.
Because building the church as a community of faith is much more my arena than that of constructing actual
buildings, and because our particular church includes a lot of people who do know how to construct actual
material things, I'd like to invite you to a gathering on Wednesday, August 15, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., in which
we will focus on “Builders of the Bible.” We will read some selected scripture passages and then talk about
motivations, operative principles, choice of materials, construction strategies, and ultimate purpose. I expect we
will enjoy listening to one another's perspectives.
The gathering will most likely take place in the sanctuary, since it is the place least impacted by all the interim
accommodations being made for the preschool. I would be glad to receive news that you plan to come so that
our set-up can best support everyone's ability to learn and share. Please reply to churchoffice@rhumc.org or call
310-377-6771. I look forward to reflecting with you about “Builders of the Bible” and gaining inspiration
together for how we can best be builders of today!
God's peace to each of you,

Message from Martha Rowlett, Senior Pastor Emeritus
Well, well, well! RHUMC is going to have a second pastor’s husband and his name is Bob. How about that?
How can we be so lucky? I hope that the second Bob Pastor’s husband enjoys the job as much as the first one
did. Number 1 thought that Sunday morning was his favorite time of the week. I think it was all of the attention.
A lot of women hugged him and a lot of men laughed at his jokes. When I forced his retirement from that job by
my own retirement, he was very sad. Neither of us had anticipated how much he would miss that “job” as he
had interpreted it. Congratulations to April and Bob. May you find great joy in your shared experience of
ministry in the church you both so enrich separately by your presence already.

A Health and Wellness Opportunity
Learn a craft for a purpose!
Led by Annette Matsuda, Parish Nurse
with Guest Speakers Marian Komori, R.N., and Debra Shrader
Hosted by our Health and Wellness Team
Tuesday, August 21st, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Sanctuary Chancel
Have you ever been inclined to visit a friend who is hospitalized, in a skilled nursing facility, or home-bound?
You may be wondering what to say or what to bring to him or her. Learn how to make a simple but beautiful
tissue-paper flower to give to this friend! Hear from Annette, Marian, and Debra why they love visiting with
such friends. All crafting supplies will be provided, and enjoy air-conditioning!
Everyone is welcome – men, women, youth, children.
‘Lord…when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then
the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of
these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me - you did it to
me.’
Matthew 25: 39b-40 The Holy Bible - The Message version

Club Maintenance
Club Maintenance met on Saturday, July 14. Tasks included applying decomposed granite between the
flagstones and doing extensive tree trimming in the Meditation Garden, cleaning of Meditation Garden
fountain, changing out air conditioner filters in the sanctuary, youth lounge and office, removing the
Aldersgate chair rail and patching and priming the wall in preparation for carpet installation, trimming dead
pine branches by Wesley Hall walkway, weed whacking brush around the entryway sign, checking air vent in
church office, repairing partition in Wesley Hall, replacing fluorescent lighting in the sanctuary, fixing the
ballast on light fixture in the youth lounge, installing Exit signs in the sanctuary and assembling 3 new desk
chairs.
Bill Bails, Steve Boilard, Bob Chamberlin, Clarence Fung, Dale Gehr, Gene Koester, Dave Larson, Keith
Levan, Yasuko Martin and Jim Showalter managed to accomplish all this, and enjoyed a good lunch together
afterwards. Club Maintenance will next meet on Saturday, August 11, at 8:30 a.m. New members are always
welcome!

Vacation Bible Camp - Joyful Participation

Youth Ministries Update

August 11 Aquarium of the Pacific 2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Youth will meet at the church and carpool to Long Beach, CA and visit
the Aquarium followed by a discussion about ways to live a more
eco-friendly life style.

August 14 One Red Paper Clip 12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Youth will meet at the church and divide into groups to see which team
can trade their way to the most interesting item starting with one red
paper clip.

August 19 Beach Clean Up 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Youth will meet at the church after the 10:00 a.m. worship service.
Please bring gloves and a hat. We will carpool to the beach and
enjoy lunch at In-N-Out afterwards.

August 12 SSP Sunday
Youth (junior high and senior high) who
participated at Sierra Service Project this
summer will be leading worship and sharing
about their experience on the mission trip.
Thank you to everyone who supported the
youth, through fundraising and donations, as
well as volunteering.

Coming up… September 19
Ignite Kick-off 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Please contact the Director Youth Ministries, Kristin Reksc, if you plan to attend or if you have any
questions. Kristin can be reached at Kristin@rhumc.org or by calling the church office at 310-377-6771.

Sierra Service Project
Senior High Team Ready to Roll

Sierra Service Project Junior High - On-Site Activities

Kid Zone

Thank you for joining us this summer
for our Kid Zone and Mid Zone Summer Camp!
We hope you enjoyed your summer with us.
We look forward to seeing you next summer!
Kid Zone and Mid Zone Staff

Kid Zone and Mid Zone After School Registration is now open!
For School Year 2018-2019
To register for this school year, please stop by the office to pick up registration packets.
Palos Verdes Schools start August 22 and Torrance Schools start September 6.
For more information call 310-377-7302 or
email kidzone.midzone@gmail.com.
Hope to see you this school year!
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