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from the pastors  Jonathan Chute 
 

  
This past week I was out driving in the evening and it’s clear that the season of 
Christmas is upon us. The traffic was TERRIBLE! Our neighbor put his lights on the 
house more than a week ago. And I don’t know what got into me, but ours are up as 
well. It’s a record.  
 When we lived in Canada, I always managed to put off hanging the lights till the 
day of our Christmas Open House. Every year (every year) that coincided with biting 
cold temperatures and heavy snowfall. I remember climbing up the freezing rungs of our 

aluminum ladder, with gloves on, trying to clip the strands into plastic clips that kept breaking off in the cold. It 
was hard to feel what I was doing with the gloves on. It was hard to feel anything at all with them off. So we’re 
grateful. I still have to put the reindeer out, but when I last saw him he still looked OK. 
 Of course in the Church calendar it’s not Christmas that is upon us, but Advent. Before we get to the 
manger, to marvel with the shepherd and sing with the angels, we have this season of four weeks in which to 
prepare. Advent comes from the Latin adventus, which means arrival, or coming. It is the coming of God into 
the world in human form that calls for our attention. 
 Traditionally, the First Sunday of Advent reminds us that there is another arrival which the world 
awaits, the coming of the Messiah at the end of history. Over the next two Sundays we hear from John the 
Baptist, who proclaimed the coming of the kingdom of God, and launched Jesus into his active ministry. We 
conclude with the angel’s radically unexpected announcement, to Mary, of the birth of a child who would 
change not only her life but the future of earth’s peoples. 

Saturday, December 16 
Christmas Concert, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Oratorio by Camille Saint-Saёns  
and 

Christmas Canticles by Benjamin Harlan 
  

Christmas Eve Worship – December 24 
8:30 & 10 a.m. – Fourth Sunday in Advent 

and 
4 p.m. – Children’s Service – Carols & Nativity 

8 p.m. – A Musical Christmas with 3rd service ensemble 
11 p.m. – Candlelight, Carols and Communion 

  



 This year the Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on December 24, so it will be a very full Sunday! We will 
have our usual morning services at 8:30 and 10 a.m., but no 5:30 p.m. By then we’ll have transitioned to our 
Christmas Eve Children’s Service at 4:00 p.m. We’ll be lead by the 3rd service ensemble for a very musical 
Christmas at 8:00 p.m., and share candles, carols and communion with our Chancel Choir at 11:00 p.m.  
 Of course we’ll be doing the Trek to the Tree, to support children who are part of the community at 
Toberman Neighborhood Center this Sunday and next. Our choir and members of the Inner City Youth 
Orchestra of Los Angeles will lead us in a magical concert on Saturday evening, December 16. Our own youth 
will be delivering poinsettias to members of our church family who are at home, or recovering from illness or 
recent loss. And some of us will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army at the Riviera Village Von’s. 
 Our story says that lots of people were on the road a couple of thousand years ago, too. Sure, the traffic 
is terrible. But in a way it’s a reminder that in the midst of the most everyday, ordinary situations, our God is 
coming to us, again.  
 Grace and peace, 
     
 

 
 
            April Herron 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
A lot of things I used to do in the weeks before Christmas have gone by the 
wayside.  Once upon a time, I sent Christmas cards.  For most of my life, I was in the 
habit of choosing and decorating a tree.  During their growing-up years, I guided my kids 
in the use of an Advent calendar.  We enjoyed special Christmas picture books and 
played with cloth or wooden crèche scenes.  Grandmothers took the lead on baking 
sessions in my kitchen.  My life is different now.  The technologies available for 
communication are different too.   Letting go of certain traditions has simplified 

November and December for me.  And it is also true that I still like to find ways to mark the season. That's why 
I am looking forward to the Advent Bible Study that Cindy McCoy and I are leading this month. 
 
Our exploration of the world of Advent will meet on Tuesday 
mornings, from 10:30 am to noon, in the Aldersgate room, on 
December 5, 12 and 19.  Each session will involve some scripture 
study, personal reflection and sharing, creative activity, laughter, 
and prayer.  You will leave class with some ideas for ways to be 
attentive to God's presence throughout the week.  You are 
welcome to come to one, two, or all three class sessions.  Each will 
cover different material, and will also be a complete experience in 
itself.  Our time together will increase our anticipation and sense of 
celebration for the coming of Christ into the world. I will be glad 
to share the Adventure with all who are able to be present! 
 
With prayers for peace on earth, 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year End Update! 
 
 As of the end of October, our financial picture was a bit better than originally expected. Giving to the 
Operating Fund was about 4% lower than we had hoped, but so were our expenses. Our congregation’s giving 
in November and December is always very generous, and we count on your support to see our mission through! 
Early next week we will send out thank you notes to all our families, with the total of your gifts through the end 
of November. Thank you for the love and the joy that shows through your gifts. Our congregation shares a 
hopeful, caring mission with thousands of people each year. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

  

Advent Bible Study  
  

December 5 - News!        December 12 - Journey       December 19 - Birth 
  

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Aldersgate Room 
  
  



Chancel Choir Christmas Concert 
  
 
The Christmas Concert will be presented at 7 p.m. on Saturday, December 16,  in the church 
sanctuary. The choir will be joined by members of the Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los 
Angeles in a performance of Christmas Oratorio by Saint-Saëns and Christmas Canticles by 
Benjamin Harlan. Tickets are $10 and may be purchased on the patio or in the office. 
 
 

 
Trek to the Tree 
  
The annual Trek to the Tree program begins on Sunday, December 3. This is an opportunity to provide gifts or 
gift cards for over 300 children and teenagers at Toberman Neighborhood Center in San Pedro for Christmas. 
Simply select a tag from the Christmas Tree in the narthex and take it to the friendly Trek table where your tag 
number and name will be recorded. The tags go fast! So grab them while they last. A special thank-you to 
Noucha Jasanis for organizing this worthwhile project again this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hanging of the Greens   

 
The Worship Committee invites you to get into the holiday spirit by helping us transform the 
church. We will be working the following dates in December: 
  
Saturday, Dec. 2nd, 8:30-10:30 AM – Decorating the huge Narthex tree 
Saturday, Dec. 9th, 8:30-10:30 AM – Decorating the Sanctuary 
Friday, Dec. 15th, 8:30-10:30 AM – Decorating with poinsettias  
  
And then what comes up, must come down. We will be taking down the Narthex Tree 
Tuesday, December 26th, 8 AM & the rest of the decorations after the 10 AM service on 
December 31st.  

 
Poinsettia Sales 
 
We try to make it easy for you to order poinsettias to be given In Honor of a Loved One, In Memory of a 
Loved One or To the Glory of God. Just fill out a form and turn it in with payment of $15 a plant, or 2 for $25. 
You may send it to the office, give it to the Worship Committee volunteer on the patio or place it in the offering 
plate. December 10th is the last day to place your order! 

 

Winter Wonderland 
  

Join us for a day of Holiday Cheer 
with family fun for all ages! 

  

Saturday, December 9th 
11:00 am to 1:30 pm 

  

Crafts, Snow Station, Story Time, Letters to Santa, Hot Cocoa,  
Apple Cider, and Cookies  

to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

Come join in the Christmas Spirit! 
  

RSVP to Debra DeLuca at debkd3@icloud.com by December 7th 
to be entered into a Christmas Raffle! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
(update from Larry Kittiver) 
   
The participants of the Sunday, 10 am, Bible study class have begun getting 
ready, with anticipation, for hearing the good news of Christmas. In December, 
the class will explore the familiar Advent themes of hope, joy, peace, 
preparation and reconciliation of the heavens and all the creatures and plants of 
the earth itself. We will consider how all creation longs for the coming of Christ, 
highlighting our responsibility to care for all in preparation for His return. We 
are using Katie Z. Dawson's new book ALL EARTH IS WAITING. Dawson is a 
UMC pastor from Des Moines, Ohio. The study ends just before Christmas 
arrives. We join with all the earth in a season of awaiting!   
 
 
 
Second Sunday Suppers 
 
We hope you can join us for dinner on Sunday, December 10, after 3rd service. The menu will include chicken, 
rice, beans and salad from El Pollo Loco. The requested meal donation is $5 per person, $15 per family. 3rd 
service takes place every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Help us decorate the Sanctuary 
with Poinsettias for Christmas!  

  

You are invited to purchase one or more poinsettia plants to 
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. The plants can be 
dedicated a few different ways.  
  
          To the Glory of God: _____________________________ 
  
  
           In Honor of:  ___________________________________ 
  
  
          In Memory of:  __________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 
   
Given by:   __________________________________________ 

 Number of plants: ________      Amount paid:  ___________ 

 Cash:  _____________     Check number:   _________  

  
Please make checks payable to RHUMC for $15 per plant, or 2 
for $25.  Give this order form and payment to the volunteers 
staffing the table on the patio, place in the offering basket, or 
send to the office. The last day to order plants is December 10th.  
Thank you. 



A Letter from Caitlin Szieff 
 
Hello church community -  
 
You hear Jonathan or April mention prayer partners every week. I want to give you some background into who 
we are. Prayer partners is a small group of people who meet at 10:15 am each Monday at church to review the 
prayer cards and any prayers that have been passed along to us verbally. After we write them down in our 
special prayer notebooks, we go into the sanctuary. Here the actual praying starts. We place the cards on the 
altar and recite a specific handwritten prayer together. Then we sit in silent prayer for 10 minutes. We circle up 
again and someone leads a final prayer. We are usually on our way by 11:30 am. It is a lovely experience. It is 
hard to carve out the time but I am glad every time I get to participate in the active prayer life of our 
congregation. 
 
I want to invite you to join us. Come once and see if you like it, or join us when you can, or make prayer 
partners a weekly habit. 
 
I also want to encourage all of you to fill out prayer cards. Let us celebrate with you. A birthday or a clean bill 
of health. Yippee! Worried about your job, your health, your kids, or upcoming surgery - please let us lift you 
and yours up in prayer.   
 
Recently I casually asked a church friend if they had anything for prayer partners and they told me of an 
ongoing situation that is in desperate need of prayer. I felt terrible that we hadn't known. So I am appealing to 
all of you to let us help. 
 
Prayer partners exists because we believe in the power of prayer. I bet you do too. 
 
Yours in prayer,  
Caitlin Szieff 
 
Heifer Plus Sunday     
  
Thanks to the congregation for making Heifer Plus and the Mission Market Sunday a success on  
November 12. Contributions to Heifer International, Habitat for Humanity and our four sponsored missionaries 
totaled over $11,300. Additionally, sales of pickles and UMW crafts were nearly $900 and items bought at the 
Art and Oriental rug auctions raised over $1,300. Thanks to everyone who participated for your enthusiasm and 
generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       Photos by Roz Templin 
 
2017 Presidential Volunteer Service Award Recipients 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you recipients 
for volunteering your 

service hours and 
bettering our 
community. 



A Farewell from Kimmie Stradling 
 
My time at RHUMC has been full of love, joy and grace. I have been deeply blessed by these children and 
youth, and words cannot express my gratitude to this congregation for entrusting me to teach, guide, and 
counsel the young people of our church. This church community has become my home and it brings me both 
sadness and excitement to announce I will be moving on to the next chapter of my life and starting a new 
adventure. I have accepted a job in Australia and will be departing in January. 
 
I am exceptionally thankful to have had the honor and privilege to serve this church family. The fact that the 
parents of our children and youth have allowed me into their lives and homes is humbling. The relationships I 
have formed here have shaped my ministry and I am truly blessed to have had the opportunity to serve this 
congregation. This community is remarkable and I am a better person because of this job and the people I have 
met here. I look forward to hearing how the Children and Youth Programs at RHUMC will grow and develop in 
the coming years.  
 
Blessings, 
Kimmie Stradling 
 
 
 
RHUMC Health and Wellness Team presents… 
 

Our Next Brown Bag Lunch and Lecture 
“Does my loved one have a memory impairment? … How to recognize the signs.”   

The presentation will include how you can help. 
 

Presented by 
Lauren Spiglanin, Care Manager and Elder Care Specialist 

Founder of Family Connect Care 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

12:00-1:30 pm 
@ RHUMC (Room to be determined) 

 
Lauren describes herself as a care manager to the “chronologically gifted.”  

Watch for more detailed information in the January 2018 Cornerstone! 
 

Submitted by Susan Deo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 Youth Christmas Party 
  

Date: December 9th 

Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Location: Woodland’s House– 4653 Rockbluff Dr. 
Who: 6th-12th Grade Students 

RSVP to Kimmie by December 7th  
and bring a $10 gift for the gift exchange! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All children and youth  

(ages 3 years old through 12th grade)  

are invited to participate in the Christmas Eve  

Worship service on December 24th at 4:00 p.m.   

The children will sing, ring chimes and act out the roles of the Nativity.   

Youth 6th-12th grade will read scripture, ring hand bells and lead the  

candle-lighting ceremony. 

This will be a special and meaningful service, 

and ONE PRACTICE is required to prepare. 

The mandatory practice will be on 

Saturday, December 16. 

9:00-11:30 a.m.: children 3 years old thru 5th grade 

11:30-12:30 p.m.: Middle School & High School 

If your children and youth would like to participate, please contact  

Kimmie Stradling at kimmie@rhumc.org, 

Jan Johnson at janaleejoh@aol.com 

or call the church office at 310-377-6771. 

  

be a part of the 4 pm  
christmas eve family service! 

  

Service Opportunities  
  

  

December 6th from 6:00–8:00 pm: Poinsettia Delivery. Get 
into the Christmas Spirit by caroling and delivering Poinsettias 
to congregation members who would benefit from a warm 
gesture during the Holidays.  
(2 service hours) 
  
  

December 15th from 6:30–11:00 pm: One Voice.  
Help provide food for over 12,000 people by packaging bags 
of ingredients in the Santa Monica Airport. Meet at the church 
and dress in warm clothes. (5 service hours) 
  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is December 27 

www.rhumc.org 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute  Associate Pastor April Herron 
Senior Pastor Emeritus Martha Rowlett  Music Director Chuck Dickerson 
Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial  Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 
Parish Nurse Annette Matsuda  Music Dir., 3rd Service Patti MacLeod 
Children/Youth Director Kimmie Stradling  Exec. Asst. to Pastor Roksolana Vecerek 
Kid Zone Director Megan Pelc  Church Office Admin. Peggy Roulette 
Treasurer Robin La Tourette  Admin. Assistant Ana Ysabel Lopez 
Church Business Mgr. Nicole Lowery Zakman  Custodian Miguel Portillo 
Junior High Youth Nicole Benson    
     
Church Office Phone 310-377-6771  Resident Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
Fax Line 310-544-4123  District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa 
Web Site www.rhumc.org    

Kid Zone presents... 
Rockin’ Winter Camp! 
December 18th – 21st 

Kindergarten - 5th Grade  

For more information:  
kidzone.midzone@gmail.com 

(310) 377-7302 

Early Bird Discount  
5% off if you  

register and pay in 
full before  

December 8, 2017 

http://www.rhumc.org/

