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from the pastors   Jonathan Chute 
 

 Well, General Conference is behind us. The every four year meeting of the world-
wide United Methodist Church was held over ten days in Portland, Oregon, this past 
May. Annual Conference, our own more local gathering of churches from southern 
California and Hawaii, is coming soon. It will take place over four days at the University 
of Redlands. 
 I’ve  never  been  to a General Conference, and from what I have seen and heard, 
don’t  plan  to  go  any  time  soon.  The  preaching  and  worship  seemed  encouraging  and  
even joyful. I know that some of my favorite people were there, and I would have loved 

to catch up. But the wrestling and wrangling over issues of politics and theology did not do much to help. 
Personally,  I’m  glad  to  be  in  a  conversation  with  people  over  those  matters.  When  we  talk,  face  to  face,  and  are  
willing to listen to what others have seen, felt and experienced, the opportunity for us to grow (and even 
change) is right there. But when we come together in hundreds and thousands, with our minds made up, sure 
and certain that we are personally speaking for God, then the likelihood that anything will change is surely less. 
My hopes were not high, and my expectations were mostly fulfilled. 
 But,  thank  God,  General  Conference  is  not  “the  Church”!  At  its  best,  it  can  help  keep  us  pointed  in  the  
right direction. At its worst, it can do real damage and harm. The way we speak about each other, and the 
decisions we make, have an impact in the world around us.  
  
 



But when I think about the community of faith, the pictures that come to my mind are not of a large 
body meeting in a convention center, but of someone reaching out to a friend in need. A phone call that comes 
when we have not been well. A visit of encouragement in the hospital. People preparing food in our church 
kitchen for others they will never know. A new family finding welcome and hope on a Sunday morning. A 
longtime friend singing in the choir.  
 There’s  an  expression,  “Think  Globally,  Act  Locally”.  For  me,  that’s  one  of  the  best  expressions  of  what  
it means to be Church. We are mindful of our place in a much wider community than just our own little corner. 
We see ourselves as children of God in the whole of Creation. We are connected with people in other parts of 
the world, as well as in other parts of town, whom we do not know. They are our brothers and sisters. But the 
way we live out our faith is often face to face, and hand in hand. We link up with one another to accomplish the 
mission of God. And we share that grace in immediate, person to person encounters. 
 In  Matthew’s  great  Last  Judgement  scene  (Matthew  25:31-46),  he  does  not  say,  “when  I  was  sick  and  in 
prison  you  passed  a  resolution.”  He  says  “you  visited  me.”  He  does  not  say  “when  I  was  hungry  you  sang  songs  
of  protest.”  He  says “you  fed  me.”  He  does  not  say  “when  I  was  thirsty  you  protested  the  misuse  of  water  in  the  
developing  world.”  He  says  “you  gave  me  something  to  drink.”  Think  Globally,  Act  Locally. 
 The truth is, we can do both. We can pass resolutions, sing and protest. AND we can visit and care for 
each  other  in  person.  We  don’t  really  have  to  choose  one  or  the  other.  I  just  don’t  want  to  forget how much 
good and important work takes place that will never make a headline, or show up on the evening news. I thank 
you for being examples of encouragement and hope, as we seek to live out our faith together.  
 Grace and peace, 
  
 

  
 April Herron 

 

 
Summer is a time for doing things we love and sharing good times with people we 
love.  Two things I love are walking and reading.  I would be glad to share some good 
walks and reads with you, the good people of RHUMC!  If you are inclined, please join 
in any or all of the following walking experiences and/or book discussions. 
 
Walking as a Spiritual Practice  
(three Tuesday afternoons In June) 
   
Tuesday, June 7, 3:30 pm, walking the labyrinth  

Location: Mary and Joseph Retreat Center, 5300 Crest Road, park on site 

Tuesday, June 14, 3:30 pm, walking the coastal path 
Location: from Pelican Cove public parking, 31300 Palos Verdes Drive South 

Tuesday, June 21, 3:30 pm, walking in the garden 
Location: South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw, (free Tuesday) 
 
Summer Reading Group (one Monday evening per month) 
 
Monday, June 27, 7 pm in the choir room: 
     “Lila” by Marilyn Robinson (published in 2014) 

Monday, July 25, 7 pm in the choir room: 
     “The  Kindness  of  Enemies” by Leila Aboulela (published 2015) 

Monday, August 29, 7 pm in the choir room: 
     “In  the  Shadow  of  the  Banyan” by Vaddey Ratner (published 2012) 
 
These are all works of fiction set within actual historical and social contexts.  Each author opens a window into 
aspects of faith identity and practice--Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism, respectively.  Obtain the books from 
the library or your favorite bookseller, read before you come, and we'll enjoy our conversation! 
 
May the summer bring you growth and joy. 
 

 
 
 



Summer Loving Food Drive 
 
Join in the Mission Committee's "Summer Loving" Food Drive!  Just look for the 
grocery cart on the patio after each service.  We are collecting food items to help 
stock the shelves at the Toberman Neighborhood Center in San Pedro.  Peanut 
butter, pasta mixes, boxes of baking goods and canned goods are all welcome 
(non-perishables are preferred).  To focus our energy, we have named June as the 
month for Cans of Fruit, July as the month for Canned Vegetables and August as 
the month for Boxes of Cereal but anything is appreciated at any time.  Toberman 
serves about 3000 individuals-in-need each year; this is your chance to help in the effort! 
 
A Request from John Elmore 
 

John Elmore, a carpenter by trade, is now a Methodist Missionary 
in Chile, where he is Missions Volunteer Coordinator.  There are 
three UMC Mission Schools in Chile:  a technical school for 
grades K-12, a school for disabled people, and the El Vergel 
Methodist Agricultural High School for Mapuche Indians.  John is 
based at El Vergel, in southern Chile. 
 
Since RHUMC is one of his supporting churches, we had the 
opportunity to meet him and learn about his work in March.  At 
that time he shared a need he was communicating to all his 
supporting churches - a need for funds for materials for ongoing 
repair, remodeling and renovation projects which he accomplishes 

with the help of Mission Volunteers and students.  An Advance Special fund has been set up to support 
construction projects for El Vergel School, and we are invited to contribute to this fund.  
 
You can help John to buy the lumber, wallboard, sinks and toilets, nails and paint, plumbing parts, or whatever 
the next project needs!  The Mission Committee hopes to raise $600 or more for this Advance Special Fund.  
Look for the Missions table on the patio Sunday, June 5, and Sunday, June 12, to make your pledge or 
contribution. 
 
Saturday Family Hike –  

Abalone Cove Shoreline Park, June 11 at 9 a.m. 
 

Explore the newly landscaped Abalone Cove trails!  The Abalone Cove Ecological 
Reserve features two beaches (Abalone Cove and Sacred Cove), tide pools, beautiful 
bluff-top viewing areas, and dramatic crisscrossing trails. The 64-acre Reserve contains 
a State Ecological Preserve with important natural marine resources and the bottom of 
the Portuguese Bend landslide area. 
 
The walk, hosted by the Palos Verdes Land Conservancy, will 
be led by docents and is open to the public. Be sure to wear 
walking shoes with good traction and sun protection. Dogs on a 
leash are welcome! 

 
We will meet at the parking lot adjacent to the Abalone Cove Park, 5970 Palos Verdes 
Drive South, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275. Parking fee will be waived, so be sure 
to arrive early. Please note that parts of the tide pools and beaches are closed due to 
falling rocks, but we will have access to parts that are deemed safe.  If you have any 
questions, contact Rachel Stam at rachel@rhumc.org. See you at the trail! 
 
New Member Welcome 
 
If you are interested in learning more about Rolling Hills UMC, plan to join us Sunday, June 26, at 11:30 a.m. 
for the next New Member Welcome.    It’s  a  relaxed  and  informal  time  where  you’ll  meet  others  who  are  new  to  
the church, hear about the life and work of the congregation, take a tour of the facility, share a light meal and 
learn  a  bit  about  the  United  Methodist  Church.    It’s  a  helpful  introduction  for  people  who  would  like  to  know  
more than just what happens on Sunday mornings.  Many of the people who attend one of these gatherings 
decide to join the church, but there is no expectation that anyone do so.  For those who do wish to join, we will 
be welcoming new members into the church on Sunday, July 10, at all three services. 
 
Please call the church office at 310-377-6771 if you would like to attend.  Childcare is available with 
reservation. 
 

mailto:rachel@rhumc.org


ICYOLA Makes Annual Journey to Disney Hall 
 

The Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles - founded by our 
own Chuck Dickerson, who perform at our church during the 
Easter and Christmas Holiday Seasons - will present its 8th 
Annual Season Ending Concert at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 17 
at the Walt Disney Concert Hall.   The concert will feature the 
Main Theme from Star Wars, Danzon 2 by Arturo Marquez, the 
Piano Concerto in A Minor by Edvard Grieg, and a Tribute to 
Luther Vandross and Prince.  Tickets range from $30 - $65 and 
can be obtained by calling ICYOLA at 213-788-4260, through 
Ticketmaster, or through the Disney Hall Box Office.  Please visit 
the ICYOLA website at www.icyola.org to learn more.  Chuck 
says that he hopes that EVERYONE will attend this year! 

 
 
Third Grade Bible Presentation 

 
On June 12, we will present Bibles to third graders in recognition of their growing reading 
abilities and eagerness to learn the stories that guide our faith.  Please help us make sure we 
have the name of your third grader by sending an email to Kimmie@rhumc.org.  On this 
day we will also say "thank you" to our Sunday School teachers for their work in supporting 
another wonderful year of learning and growing in God's love. 
 
 

 
Confirmation:  A Joyful Pentecost Celebration! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Left photo top row: Bryce Snaguski, Andrew & Anthony Fitzgerald  
Left photo front row: Lauryn Tsang, Katie Stam, Kerra Mueller 
Right photo:  Ethan Droesch & Ryan Anderson 
Both photos:  Jonathan Chute, April Herron & Kimmie Stradling 

 
 
Youth Summer Fun 
 
June 24th from 6:00-10:30 p.m. - Mulligans 
This place has it all: laser tag, mini golf, go-karts, paddle boats and a rock wall.  Join us for an amazing night 
with other youth from nearby United Methodist Churches.  Cost is $20 for a 3-hour unlimited pass.  Please 
RSVP to Kimmie@rhumc.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.icyola.org/
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* * * 
 

It is NOT too late to sign-up for Sierra Service Project.   
Deadline to sign-up is June 6th.  Do not miss out on an amazing opportunity!!!  

Contact Kimmie at 661-714-8138. 
 

Jr. High Sierra Service Project 
Dates: July 24th-29th  

Location: San Diego, California 
Cost: $350  

 
Sr. High Sierra Service Project 

Dates: July 31st- August 6th 

Location: San Diego, CA & Spokane, WA  
Cost: $400 

 
 
 
2016 Graduates 
 
College 
Nick Arnold, son of Susan Duncan, University of Southern California, BS in 
Business Administration with a Sports Media Studies minor; Tyler Baker, grandson of Leonard & Rita Guiton, 
UC Santa Barbara, BS in Mechanical Engineering; Krista Beck, granddaughter of Dick & Phyllis Goetz, 
Brandman University, Master of Arts in Educational Leadership & Administration; Grace Bethel, 
granddaughter of Norine Morse, UC Santa Cruz; Jacob Bethel, grandson of Norine Morse, Portland State, 
Master’s  Degree  and will teach high school English in Portland, Oregon;  Lucas T. DeLuca, son of Steve & 
Debra DeLuca, Trent University in Peterbourgh, Ontario, Canada, majored in Cultural Studies, minored in 
Politics and an emphasis in Theatre Arts and continuing his education at Trent University-Teachers College;  
Ryan Philip Dougherty, grandson of Richard & Nancy Kellogg, University of Oregon, BA in Business with a 
concentration in Sports Marketing; Bobby Ellis, grandson of Norine Morse, Cal State Long Beach, Business 
Degree; Katie Fester, daughter of Chad & Linda Fester and granddaughter of Sandra Jacobsen, Bucknell 
University, BS in Biology with a Minor in Education (Cum Laude), pursuing a doctorate degree in Physical 
Therapy; Kathryn Florance, granddaughter of Ron & Elaine Florance, Denver University, Masters of 
Education and Secondary Teaching Credential; Sam Higbee, grandson of Oren & Jo Sheldon, Northwestern 
University, Degree in Engineering; Sara Keller, granddaughter of Edith Utterberg, Vanderbilt University, 
Bachelor of Engineering in Biomedical Research and will pursue her PhD in Bioengineering Research at the 
University of Washington; Erin Gail Ortega,  granddaughter  of  Ray  &  Gail  Roulette,  Mount  Saint  Mary’s  
University, BS in Nursing; Chelsea Sapp, granddaughter of Kathy Nesheim, University of Texas, Masters-
Physician Assistant; Kristen Tyler, Loyola Marymount, Masters of Reading Instruction; Andrew Wallace, son 
of Mike & Laura Wallace, University of Southern California - Marshall School of Business, BS in Business 
Administration, will be working for Alliance Bernstein, a wealth management company. 
 

Come Hang Out at 
VBC!!! 

Vacation Bible Camp 
August 1st-5th 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Ages 3 years old to 5th Grade 

Registration $65 
 

6th grade and older can be Crew Leaders!  We love parent 
volunteers too! Do not miss out on the exploration of God’s love.  

Campers and Volunteers can register online at www.rhumc.org 
 



High School 
Daniel Belton, grandson of Don & Dot McRell, from Redondo Union High School to Cal State Maritime 
College; Blaze Bird, son of Karina & David Bird, from Redondo Union High School to UC San Diego 
majoring in Bioengineering; Joe Caparis, son of Georgia Caparis, from Palos Verdes High School to 
Pepperdine University to study Sports Medicine; Ethan Droesch, son of Liesel Droesch, from South High 
School to El Camino and finishing at UC Irvine; Emma Fischer, daughter of Allen & Kimberly Fischer, from  
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School to the World Bachelor in Business Program studying at University of 
Southern California, Hong Kong University and Bocconi University; Lily Kay, granddaughter of Larry & Tami 
Kittiver, from high school in Oakland to Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota; Jack Kemps, grandson of 
Doug  &  Rochelle  Kemps,  from  St.  Michael’s  Catholic  Academy  in  Austin,  TX  to  the University of Southern 
California - Marshall School of Business; Benjamin Markow, grandson of Kathy Nesheim, from Flower 
Mound High School (Texas) to Texas A&M University; Megan Roach, daughter of David Rentz & Beth 
Roach, from South High School to UC Santa Barbara to study Biology; Michael James Shurtleff, grandson of 
Lenore Manlief, from Stevenson Upper School in Pebble Beach, CA to Loyola Marymount University majoring 
in Economics; Scott Thompson, son of Gene & Patty Koester, continues as Dean of the upper grades 
Woodland School, Portola Valley, CA; Matthew Urasaki, grandson of Masa Urasaki, from Palos Verdes 
Peninsula High School to University of Indiana; Jack Larry Wahlig, grandson of Larry & Tami Kittiver, from 
West Des Moines High School to Iowa State University for Computer Science; Connor Welch, son of Wade & 
Susan Welch, from Palos Verdes High School to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo; McKenzie Will, daughter of Tim 
& Silva Will, from Palos Verdes High School to University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. 
 
Middle School 
Hailey Austin, granddaughter of Joe & Kathie Austin, from Richardson Middle School to South High School; 
Kyle Binford, grandson of Ron & Elaine Florance, from Mariners Christian School in Newport Beach to Mater 
Dei High School; Grady Florance, grandson of Ron & Elaine Florance, from Head-Royce School in Oakland 
to College Preparatory School; Jake Kawahara, son of Edward & Helen Kawahara ,from Palos Verdes 
Intermediate School to Palos Verdes High School; Katherine Kemps, granddaughter of Doug & Rochelle 
Kemps,  from  St.  Gabriel’s  Catholic  School in Austin, TX to Palos Verdes High School; Allison Major, 
granddaughter of Connie Davenport, from Don Juan Avila Middle School in Aliso Viejo to Aliso Niguel High 
School; Andrew Major, grandson of Connie Davenport, from Don Juan Avila Middle School to Aliso Niguel 
High School; Shae Smith, granddaughter of Sid & Eileen Smith, from Miraleste Intermediate School to Palos 
Verdes Peninsula High School; Carlin Will, daughter of Tim & Silva Will, from Palos Verdes Intermediate 
School to Palos Verdes High School. 
 
Elementary School 
Vaughn Kissel, son of Charlie & Eva Kissel, Rancho Vista Elementary School to Miraleste Intermediate 
School. 
 
 
 

Second Sundays At Two 
June 12th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Gold-Medal Winner of the International Prokofiev Competition 
Pianist ROBERT THIES 

 

Called  a  pianist  of  “unerring,  warm-toned refinement, revealing 
judicious glimmers of power" by The Los Angeles Times, Robert 
Thies is an artist renowned for his consummate musicianship and 
poetic temperament. He first captured worldwide attention in 1995 
when he won the Gold Medal at the Second International Prokofiev 
Competition in St. Petersburg, Russia. With this victory, Thies 
became the only American pianist to win a Russian piano 
competition since Van Cliburn's triumph in Moscow in 1958. He 
has already performed over 40 different concerti with leading 
orchestras worldwide. A graduate of USC, his teachers have 
included Robert Turner and Daniel Pollack, both protégés of the 
legendary Russian teacher and pianist Madame Rosina Lhevinne 

and the great pianist Josef Lhevinne. Robert has a huge and avid Southern California following. He is returning 
to the Palos Verdes Peninsula where he grew up for his eighth appearance on the Second Sundays At Two series. 
 
  

Free-Will Offering 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum, the exclusive West Coast destination 
for Vatican Splendors: A Journey Through Faith and Art.  The exhibition includes an extraordinary collection 
of historical and religious objects, as well as masterpieces from Michelangelo, Bernini, Guercino and 
others.  The tour of the permanent exhibit is included in admission fee.  
 

When: Saturday, July 16, 10:00 a.m. at the Presidential Library 
Cost:  $24/adults 18-61; $21/seniors 62+; $14/youth 11-17 
Getting there:  Bus or van service may be available for an additional fee based on demand.  

Please indicate your transportation needs when signing up.  
 

To purchase your tickets, email Rachel at rachel@rhumc.org or call the church office at 310-377-6771. You 
may also sign up on the patio after the morning services on June 19 & 26.  For more info about the exhibit or 
the Ronal Reagan Library, visit https://www.reaganfoundation.org/. 
 
RHUMC is Converting to LED Lighting 
 
The Board of Trustees is finding that we can save much energy and dollars with LED lighting.  Phase One of 
our building program which enlarged our choir room and expanded our parking area uses LED lighting 
extensively.  Last year the trustees retrofitted the bollards (light posts) around the sanctuary with LED lamps 
making them brighter and more uniform.  New pendant light fixtures on the outside the stained glass windows 
on the sides of our sanctuary utilize LED flood lamps.  Most recently the high intensity discharge lamps in 
twenty-two light standards of the older part of our parking lot were retrofitted with LED cluster lamps.  It is 
estimated that we will save $50 per year per light standard in energy cost.  The retrofit will pay for itself in 4-5 
years. 
 

Club Maintenance 
 

Our dedicated volunteer workers for Saturday, May 14 were Yasuko Martin, Steve Boilard, Rich 
Prihode, Bill Bails, Oren Sheldon, Clarence Fung, Bruce Harkins, Keith Levan, Eric Rasmussen and 
Jim Showalter. The jobs included washing and refilling the two fountains, washing and recoating the 

teak furniture in the Meditation Garden, repairing the round table in the Aldersgate room, pruning the tree at the 
front steps and at the drain of the fountain at the Meditation Garden.  Afterward we enjoyed a pizza lunch. The 
next Club Maintenance gathering will be on Saturday, June 11 at 8:30 a.m. Please come and enjoy the work 
and the fellowship. Everyone's help is much appreciated.    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Next Cornerstone deadline is June 24th        

www.rhumc.org 
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